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DEDICATION. 


TO THE 

RIGHT, THE HONEST MIL.EERS0UGH" 

OUT THE UNITED STATES. 

THE author of the following Poem, fully sensible of 
the impositions and frauds practised on your privileges 
by an avaricious,' crazy-pated prig, has thougl t the 

* m 

subject worthy the numbers of his muse; which, though 

o iched in uncouth, is (sometimes) he flatters himself, 

* 

in pertinent language, tending to expose the villainy of 
the one, while it vindicates the much injured rights of 
the other party.—To you, therefore, this is most re- 

4 

spectfully, and very humbly Dedicated. 

PATRICK N. I. ELISHA. 
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EXORDIUM. 


% 



Great men and wise, as we suppose, 

Think human face, without a nose, 

‘ $ 

Or dinner good, withoul a grace, 

Is like a book without preface; 

j \ , « . < m ' % ->s 

And we ourselves, as others So, 

Wish to be great, and thought wise too. 

f 

Then those who, what we’ve wrote, would 

know, 

Had best begin and read it through; 

Jtfr 

They’ll find lore scatter’d in piiofusioniM|| 

* 

And Paddy’s Preface in conclusion. 

PATRICK N. I. ELISHA. 
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PATENT RIGHT OPPRESSION 


EXPOSED. 


A^HEN man is with monop’lies vex’d 
And by oppressors rounJly tax’B^BIS 
’Tis sure the right of gudgeon laymen, 
And eke of slaves, as well as freenieii,p 

^ ' 0 *, * * J' * * 

With due respect, complaint to season. 
And show for conduct proper reason. 
To smoulder, and not vent dur plains. 
Worse is, than starving on our gains; 

j§ Mf * 

Is worse than smbke, or scolding wife, 

Or all tie other ills of life; 

✓ ^ # 

And he who thinks we could ensure, 
Such pains, might just as well be sure, 
That he cotlld take a j a Ian dose, 

And in his belly keep it close. 

Then do not wrongfully surmise* 

That we are rantipoles unwise,* 


A 


* 
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Wheiffls declare that flus our ease isJ 
The very 

And hold to Jew the bitter cause 

Of all jour pains, jpei) 5 gid laws. 

4 ^ 4 1 a 

To all good people, ytoung and old, 

Who. know the wofh of precious golfl, 
And, from their hearts and souls despise, 

A 

The loss of cash in anfljgike: 

To those wla hate to b,uy a tight ^ 

When they 

To honest men, or even better, 

m 

And eke to rogues, his no great matter; 

«• * M * ' m * * * 

(For they’ll d|o well to act a part, 

k A A ■ ft | gp ■* •' wl wmm 

When once we’ve given it a start.) 

m " « * I "* J 

* *" fc 44 9 

To all who like to kick up ®st, 

* * 7 . * , • 

When they get otljers at it first, 

And ©oldly carry on a row, 

9 _ 1% ^9 wj, 

Which first began they can’t tel how; 
While (those from whom it started say, 
Friend, thee must all the damage pay. (a) 


A number of old millers, who had, already, made 



why, wje s|tie their graces, 
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To all who ’gainst opr hard laws chatter, 
Though, without sense the slightest smatter; 
We, your obedient servants hurtflble, 

Are forc’d abofe a law to grumble, 


themselves rich by a patent improvement, with the Ty¬ 
sons anH EUicots at their head, wished to invalidate the 
patent-right, to evade the payment of 6ome thousand 
dollars, justly due by the statute laws ol the Uniteja 
States, for several licenses. To accomplish which, in 
the most plausible manner, they had resort to the pecu¬ 
liar dress of a peaceable and inoffensive Society, to cover 

fr * * * ». 1 

their hypocrisy; and, like mountebanks, turned the 
crank behind the scenery, while Punch, in public view, 

** * g 

danced obedience to the vibrating wires. It was the in- 

#■ 4 T|( 1 

tention of Elisha, wlp was one of the leaders of the 

* 

♦ * If .. 

■r 1 *»■ 

foregoing, to evade the payment of one thousand five 
hundred dollars, for separate privileges, for six mills; 
but, as it went sore against his -conscience [(and sorer 
against his purse) to be engaged in litigations, he set 
on a miller, who owed but one hundred dollars, to test 

fc. 4 I A 9 _ MmIMK| - 1 |V 

the validity of the patentee’s claim; but, when this mil¬ 
ler was cast, in about the sum of twenty-five hundred 
dollars, inclusive of costs and 'damages, they pretended 
i o have nothing to do with the matter, as will more 
fully appear in the following extract of a memorial, yiz: 


* 






That’s call’d the law of patent-right, 

« * .. 1 * 

u§ | g t 

Wiose nature is to make friends fight; 

to man gives the 
And cruelly oppress his brother. 



Mars* Works, Philadelphia, Jan. 3d, 1812, 
To the Society of Friends in. Bal timore, 

The memorial of Oliver Evans respectfully sheweth, 
—'That Elisha Tyson, a member of your Society, did, 
about the year 1789, set up in his mills on Jones* Falls, 
near Baltimore, your memorialist’s patent improvements 
in the art of manufacturing fvoar, See., without first hav- 

* _ m rf m . ' , * 

ing obtained license; and, when your memorialist de- 

^ - i , * . . - * -V# 

manded the usual price, viz. thirty-three dollars for 
each pair of stones, the said Elisha refused to pay, say- 

# W fc* 

ing, it was an extortionate price, and that rather than pay 
over twelve dollars fifty cents, dr say twenty-five dollars, 

w *%• ^ ^ 9 

for the two pair of six feet stones he then employed, he 

* 1 f i | 

would stand a law suit; your memorialist thinking that 
he was not able to defray the expenses that must neces¬ 
sarily arise from a prosecution of his claim, was in a 
manner compelled, to accept the twenty-live dollars, in¬ 
stead of sixty-six dollars. 

•I hat in the year 1911, the said Elisha *did, himself, 
or by his agent, enquire of Nathaniel Williams, Esq. of 
Bal imore, agent for dour memorialist, what were the 
costs of the aforesaid improvements, and Mr. Williams 
showed hin his printed instructions, rating the price 



p'ower to bother, 


So, beg your serious attention, 

% * * 

While we some sketches of it mention: 
Showing how first, it got its birth, 

And how ’t|s like t’afftict the eaiih: 


for the entire improvements in a mill, with one pair of 
six feet millstones, at four hunch ed dollars; but as li- 

* Jr % 

censes were wanting for six |air, ht thought it was pro- 

bable some deduction would be made. Of these en- 

% 

quiries Mr. Williams informed* your memorialist, who 

* t | * « , % 

offered the said Tyson anew his sons, licenses for six 

• Jr t m 

mills, at two hundred and fifty dollars each, making in 

* ■■ ’ « ^ 

r '■ p ^ c* 

w- WL f 4 ’ # - - 

all fifteen hundred dollars. 

4 ■* 4 * * 

- ' • * * - ^ , * - * 

* • i J# 4 t fa. 

That when Elisha received this answer, he went to 

• * • • tfk, % # 

the city of Washington, and calumniated your memo¬ 
rialist, falsely stating, in the presence of Dr. William 
Thornton, and other respectable men, that your memo¬ 
rialist had become a great extortioner, and had de- 

* P(l m 4 § 

manded of him, the said Elisha, twenty-four hundred 
dollars, for a license for a single mill, keeping out of 

view, that this mill was to contain six pairs of stones. 

8 

He also had the hardihood to misrepresent the case to 

ii m » * 

* i * 

some of the members of congress, an® to other gentle¬ 
men, thereby endeavouring to excite prejudice and re¬ 
sentment, to the very great injury {of your memorialist, 
insomuch, that be was mentioned in the congressional 
debates, as having been guilty of extortion. Soon after 
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And that a certain scoundrel has 
Brought it to an alarming pass, 
Wherein it looks, as if it wpuld 
Do none but him the smallest good. 



this, Elisha called on your memorialist, and accused him 
of the crime of extortion, stating the case of the twenty, 
four hundred dollars, in the presence of respectable men,, 
in the same manner as he had before done; and threaten- 

■r * 

■W » 

ing, as he had discovered die means, to (break his patent- 

^ i 1 - 

right, if he did. not take a ; reasonable compensation fop 

* * * + * 

licenses; your memorialist repelled these charges,.and 
supposing that Elisha, by “ reasonable compensation” 

' , * y * * ^ *■ - ^ * * 

meant twelve dollars jglty cents per pair, for six feet 

* _ m . W ** . - 1 ’ 

# w 14. 

stones, (the same which he' had paid twenty-two years 

A 

before) conceived it vain to attempt a compromise, and 

% 

preferred that Elisha shouljl try to break his patent. 

|| A _ 

Elisha, then, saicj, that he possessed a knowledge that 

\ * 

no other man did;, aid, as he left, the room, said, that he 

i - ■ : * 1 ' ■ jp _,r . <t | 

had the power, and would break the patent. Evan Evans, 

brother to your memorialist,.having heard the conver¬ 
sation, followed him,] with an intention, if possible, to 
compromise. After some friendly conversation between 

them, Elisha declared to the said Evan Evans, that lie 

1 \ 

had made such discoveries as would enable him to break. 

*P” • ^ 

the patent; but he was sorry to do it; and that it was 
against his religious principles to be engaged in Utigar- 





— 


For having, by some secret means, 

Open’d new sources ofJgreat gains, 

He claims the right, and there the curse is. 
Of sharing in lour teeming purses. 





would never attempt to break tile patent; but tiese pro¬ 
posals, made to your memorialist, were rejected with 
indignation.* 


Soon after this, Elisha and one of his sons, appeared 
m court, as the active agents of Samuel- Robinson and 
others, defendants in suits instituted by your memo¬ 
rialist, for the recovery of his legal and just dues; and 
he. the said Elisha, on affidavit, procured the trials to 
fee continued from conn to court, thereby running your 
memorialist to great expense of money and time, as also 



BW ”- ,t: not a nP e » r . ‘Hat if Elisha could have a 
nu ed the patent hy any knowledge that he possessed, he w 

Willing fa*the c.msideration of fifteen hundred dollars, the pri, 

' , S ' X llc<, " s ‘’ 8 . l<> become a partaker in the imposture 
le said Evans, to the great injury of the community! thus ma; 

jus ice, nu ividmd right, and the public good subservient 

Ins own cupidity and insatiable avarioe. 


Editor, 



4 
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if, 
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i 









r 
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m i JF' 

But speaking somewhat more lexplicity 


We most respectfully solicit, 


You’ll join with us in supplication, 


To the sage rulers of the nation, 



Ul 

by false representations, jeopardizing the patent-right 


itself. Nowithstanding, the jury found a bill of one thou¬ 


sand eight hundred and fifty dollars damages against 


Samuel Robinson, one of the ostensible defendants, 


while Elisha was the real offender. 


Since which, the said Robinson has written an affect¬ 


ing letter to your memorialist, appealing to his feelings, 


begging a remission of the verdict of the jury, and de¬ 


claring, that the payment of one thousand eight hundred 


and fifty dollars, with court charges, would deprive him 


of the means of supporting his rising family. This ap- 


pea should not have come in vain, could your memo¬ 


rialist conceive it possible, that Elisha and his confede¬ 


rates, if any, would abandon the said Robinson, after 


having involved him in ruin 


I. , • 

Your memorialist stated, in answer, that the amount 


of expenses, losses and damages he had sustained, in 


consequence of his and the said Elisha’s unjust conduct, 


ceeded 


and thci fore, referred' him for redress to*the said 




flisha, the aut hor of his misfortune. 


Therefore, your memorialist has v made this appeal to 


t he justice of your Society, ardently hoping,That as far 



■! 


- A \ 



fa 

i 


v» 


! ■ 


f 




I 


• v 


t 


l 


I 


i 


i 
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For having those hard laws revok’d, 

By whose transgression we’ve been smok’d, 
Bfeen smokfn and muleand made to 

poney, (6) 

Than life what’s dearer, down our money; 


as you lave the power, you will promote the redress oT 
the said Robinson’s grievances, by coercing your mem¬ 
ber, if necessary, to contribute as lie in justice is bound; 
and, to repair the injury he has done your memorialist, 

by calumnious reports, according to your custom and 

& 

manner. 

* 4 v ,s — t * 

Your Memorialist, with due respect, remains, 

- H 

Yours, 8cc. 

OLIVER EVANS. 

* * W L \ - * * 1 

4Q 4f' * ^ # p , * * 

Evidences to the facts above slated, viz. 

Elisha Tyson’s letter to N. Williams, Esq. 

N. Williams’ letter to (). Evans, and O. Evans’ an¬ 
swer. 

E. Evans, and several gentlemen then at Gadsby’s. 

Dr. Thornton, and others, in the Patent-office. 

Several members of congress. 

Samuel Robinson, and his letter to O. Evan9. 

The witnesses summoned by Tyson, on the trial of 

the case. 

9 I m i 

(b) A cant word, used by black legs or gamblers, sig- 
nifyi ig prompt payment. 



4 






10 


Yes, had to pay, howevpd thralsopc, 

'Of sterling cash no very small slim. ( e ) 

Some years ago, the moon aifull, 

The time it most a fleets Ihe skill; 

• m f 

For madam Iluna, at that season, v 

Has pow’ri:® disconcert man’s reason; 
The congress of these farnoms states, 

Was ampfp fill’d with crazy paces, 

4 / , * » ' " 

. * I 1 ■/ 9 t • *’ 

Whom every knave could gull and quiz, 

* * . 

-jm m - m * . w II * m 

To do for him just \iBat he’dSease; 

m ^ k T w _ ' . 

^ 9 » I ( ^ ^ t 

# m * 

Some rogues perceiving their condition., 

In Ih. - ^ • * s,, < M 

Forthwith presented a petition, 

m — # « jj"- ip ^ 

Right artful couch’d, in sweetest tone, 

l # * « 1 , 

In su bstance like what follows on: 


. ** 

t k ^ l » “ s * 

(c) See their memorial to congress, praying for the 
repeal of the ttmtent laws, so far as they related to this 
particular right, and stating, that the patentee had de* 
manded three thousand six hundred dollars for one mill) 
in contradicUoi ol tlie fact, which was but two hundred 
and fifty dollars; and that they had proved, most incon¬ 
testably, that he had not invented any one of the ma¬ 
chines patented to him. 

I . \ - % * 


n 

% 

♦ , ... 








n 


HMMnr 3 nan wou x rac ^ bis brain 

(i And be at some expense or pains, 

j and trades , or slow 

“ How old ones they can better do: 

■ r 

{ No other person shouljd or might, 

“ Have priv’lege, liberty or right, 

he or they’d invent, 

“ Unless he first would buy consent; 

“ On pain of such a charge and jlne, 

“ As court and jury migmt assign.” 

■* P w « 

% n % PIL W • • m 

To work they went witf heBt and haw, 

— * w 

And soon patch’d up the patent Jaw, 

# 

Granting these knaves their will:—and 

fr 

worse, , 

This very law is still In force; 

Which also does so far extend, 

’Twill toil of scribbling fools defend, 

* m V 

When they dull rhyme and prose indite, 
Or maps or prints bring forth to light. 

*Tis thus our rights, by sheer intrigue, 
Invaded are by those in league; 

Those arrant elfish machinators, 

v 

f 4 >| 

And their more selfish legislators, 
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Who patents grant so many years, 

We’ll die before their end appears; (cQ 
While they, th’ inventors, from our toil, 
Strut, the rich nabobs of the soil: 

And sure such wrong would vex a saint, 
And urge him on to make complaint. 

» u^f'' * ■* f * p 

Their point once gain’d, from brains of 

m r- J| 

frothy ... 

* * * m - -0 

i 

They brought a host of models forth,— 

Of things that would make people lazy. 
And set all useful workmen crazy: 

Showing how old arts they could do, 

On plans more quick, and cheaper too, 
Than those on wh ch, before they’d gone, 
Or any that should after come. 

4 ' 

Others more bold, made great pretensions. 
And show’d what they call’d new inven¬ 
tions; .41 

Swearing the things, that they had brought op. 
Before by man were never thought on; (e) 


( d ) I he copy right to a book, map, &c. is securer to 
the author, by law, for twenty-eight years. 

4 

(<?) Tlie patent law requires the inventor, to swear or 


* 










Which patent officers at sigit, 

j0 

Secur’d to tliem by patent right, 

* f 

Whereby we are debarr’ctlheir use, 

If to buy license we refuse. 

This ’gainst our conscience we can’t do, 

4 » . „ % " * 

Nor will our “ spirits move” us to, 

No more than pay dread war’s expense, 
Which people wage in our defence; 

S ^ ■ 4 * * 

Or deadly we anon forge at all, 

i 

For which we hoist men “ o’er the wallj’Y/} 



affirm, that he verily believes that he is the true and ori- 

4 1 | 

ginal inventor, or discoverer, of the thing specified, for 
which he solicits a patent. 

(/) A cant phrase, signifying expulsion from the so¬ 
ciety. Brother Jonathan had been expelled for making 

& 

that implement of death, a sword; but, having become 
exceedingly rich, by the use of the aforesaid patent 
improvements, for the manufacture of flour, Sec. and 

being, withal, very reputable, was reinstated, and was a 

# ♦ ** * % 

witness in the tria , and he now believes he invented the 

conveyor, drill, and elastic steam; but, he is not the 

first, nor the only one, who has claimed these inven¬ 
tions. 


% 



m 
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As brother Jonh ban truly was 


In awful “ revolution days 


V> 


finis vile monopoly began, (g) 


P in frin 




glits of man 


f which we’ll {give you clearest \ roof 


<• 


Before the subject we leave off. 



For rogues that rag’d with innovation, 


Sprung from all corners-bf the nation, 



Cg) A mono 


patent granted by the sovereign authority, to any per- 


son, or persons, for the sole, or exclusive privilege of 


making 


that any person or persons may. have enjoyed the right 


making or using, before 


thereby depriving, or hindering, any person of their 


vful 


Unite 1 1 


patents can be 


useful improvements 


being known, could never be in use before invented by 


foi 


inventions, previously known and used within the,-Aim 


ted Slates, is evidently null; therefore, a patent right, in 


this country, cannot be a monopoly: if it 


nopoly 


t 


patent wrong, and void 



f 


I 
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Who) strange and wond’rous things have 

made, : |^ 

Suited to every art and trade, 

WRich they term new, though long since 

known, 

As old King jSolpmon hath shown, 


% 

§ w ' I n' ^ # 

(/i) There are deposited in the patent office, a great 
number and variety of models! which, when viewed by 
persons unacquainted with the variety and importance 
of their application, tend to impress unfavourable opi- 

%. m 

■ 

nions, as it regards their utility, op the ingenuity of in- 

i I if 

ventors. Such, no doubt, has been the case, in the pre- 
sent instance, with many of the memorialists; nor is it 
greatly to be wondered;, since tie shqrt period of four¬ 
teen years enjoyment of privileges, is the only stimulant 
to genius. To a want of proper encouragement, this 
heterogeneous collection may be attributed. Additional 

inducements or rewards must be offered, before men will 

• \ / * « , 

expend their money, and time, to alleviate the condition 
of humanity, by important improvements. Such as are 
made at present, are, for the most part, the result of 
accident, or the production of imprudent men. Those 
who have succeeded, through application, to benefit the 
public, have, generally, involved themselves in .ruin, 
which is an evident proof of legislative apathy, as relates 
to the arts and sciences. 


i 


% 
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i 

When he declar’d, and he spoke true, 
There’s nought beneath the sun that’s new: 
And even thoughts by them matur’d, (i) 
Witji patent likewise are secur’d; 

A base refinement on oppression, 

That fills good men with indignation; 

For surely man is sore opprest, 

When he can’t use what don t exist. 

m & ■ ' n i mm E3 ^ 4 

it 

§ 

-a 

The knave of whom we gave a hint, 

At whom we now proceed to squint, 


(t) When any new principle, or plan is discovered, 
the inventor makes a specification of the principles of 

_ ** i 

the improvement and its application, which being* de- 

0 * * % 4 * 

positecL or filed in the patent office, secures to himselt 

Ik- 

all the advantages that may result from it, during the 
specified time. Many patents have been granted for 
certain improvements, which, though perfectly feasible, 
and promising much advantage to the public, will nevei 
be carried into operation; and the patent )ffice is crowd¬ 
ed with specifications, many ol winch have similar 
claims, and will probably share a similar late, unless 
government hold out such inducements, as will cncoui 
age the ingenious to develop, what othc 'wise will lot 

ever remain a secret. 


* 


* 
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He that caus’d us the most alarm, 

And does by far the greatest harm, 

Came foremost ’mongst those crafty elves, 

.J 

* 

And to him w’e’ll confine ourselves; 

For he’ll be proof quantum sujpcit , 

■* # 

To show in manner most explicit, 

The evils of this horrid law, 

That gripes with such tenacious claw; 

•r _ # 

In fact ’twas on y his oppression, 

Urg’d us to make this exposition. 

m 

1 he author oi this well known grievance, 

« * 

Is peerless call’d Oliver Evans; 

And doubtless SSie mbst seffish varlet, 

* •- - . - ■ -71 

• . I . * * * * 

_ _ _ * m f 

That e’er was born of ahv harlot. 

t v J 

But quitting conjmdii: and detentions, 
We’ll give a list bf his inventions; 

A list of horridpurdens heavy, 

Whereby great sums he’Won us levy; 

Which, when you’ve heard, you’ll scarce 

believe, 

That such extojrter e’er did live. 

% 


(k) All projectors would be equally criminal in the 

^ B 2 
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The first of which a view we talk,. 

Is a machine design’d to make 
The wire*teeth \ that cards are put on,. 

To claw and curry wool and cotton,' 
Which had the evil spirit in it, 

To make three thousand in a minute. 

S W -rtdil l j * ~"Y i 1 YLm f 0 f WT I 

The second was for pricking leather,. 

■ 

To fix the ’foresaid teeth together, 

4 | 

Which would with-ease, by trifling care,. 
Complete per day, two hundred pair. 

w l * * ^ i I ^ w __ 

J 

■ *-• * « 

No doubt in this wayidid begin, 

• ■ 

^ ^ JT 1 BL* 3^ ifc. 

That horrid Bostptj cafid-machine, 

Which cuts and bends wire teeth in haste;. 

_ f » * f ■ p 

Then in the leather sticks them fast, 

*\i it. r 1 & M ^ W' 4. ■* w* fif •> jp 

All of itself; which first was done, 

* A W ** ^ 

t 9 1 * - 

By hands that since have idle gone. 


ayes of the memorialists, f tjbe improvements o nven 
tions v/ere applicable to their avocations, and wen 

\ ^ - fff » * 4 m m H ^ • * * 

equally indispensable.. 
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For thlesc lie threaten’d was by some, 


oom: 


e none 


l hat he shoul 1 meet his iinamclH^I 
For work they saw thev’d soon hav 
If onward he had leave to run; 

Because the scoundrel made much money. 
While honest men could not make any; 

I hough more lor keeping ii so close, 

/ * , * “ 

Than ’cause his brain did it produce; 

Y —.ft 

^ m 

Bor still to maxims old we’re prone, 

m w 

“ What’s yours is mine, and mine’s my 


own:” 


Hence men may work at what they see 5 fit 

' '■ i i m \ . d 

• I " ' 

% I * ■> /** ' * » 

* • * ( .| | 0 * ’Vl 

But we alond must share tffie profit; 

Jl * * ,■ * 


y 


# 4 ^ r 

Besides, we take it in high dudgeon, 

That this deep-plotting, sly wrmudgeoiH' 

J « * 

Should priv’leg’cl be, ©otleday and night, 
T’ alarm the world in our despite; 
Making his engines roar and rattle, 

Like dr intis of Frenchmen go’ngto battle 
Nor letting us, nor good men know. 

How ’twas he made them clatter so. 

This hap’d in times of civil war, 

When feather’d coats stuck on with tar> 



Were worn bv some who would not fight, 

# 

’Gainst great Britannia’s lawfu right; 

Anti we ourselves did dread and quake, 
Lest they of us should soldiers make. 

But still this was a golden age, 
lor patent-rights were not the rage, 

F" 4 § * 

And rogues oppressing were detected, 
Whcrre now by patent-laws protected. (/) 



(/) The inventor had sold lis secret, exclusively, to 
a few individuals, for a given time, which so enraged 

I’ 4 

others, who also wished to thrive in the sameway, that 
they threatened his destruction, and were, pe haps, only 
deterred from their purpose, by a few friends, who 

i - I 

armed themselves to defend his house. 

In 1777 or 8, Mr. Evans began to manufacture wire, 

- 

from bar iron, and having obtained some information of 
the hand tools, from gentlemen who had seen them used 

* * * * v 1 

in En land, soon began that of cotton and wool cards, 
which, being very tedious, suggested the idea of ma¬ 
chinery, whereby they might be made with greater des¬ 
patch} but, he was so pressed in his business, that he 
could not find leisure to test the principle. In a shot* 
time, however, being dangerously wounded by a scythe 
in the foot, he had an opportunity, and succeeded in mak.- 
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Third, he projected a steam waggon, 
That would itself on rail ways drag on, 
A plan shown to him by the Devil, >.• . 
With whom he is on terms most civil, 



ing small models with wood, while in this condition. His 
father’s family becoming acquainted with the circum¬ 
stance. united argument with ridicule,'to dissuade him 

p- a 

from his virionany schemes. They, not succeeding, gave 
hizxLup fo r lo st, as a metumorphoaia, flm ii ah 1 1 1tl u atl iuus ; 

man to a whimsical projector. Indeed such little value 
v\'as attached to his model, that even the blacksmith to 

w 1 

whom Mr. Evans applied, considered it a useless gim- 
crack, a ad Mi’. E. an inlaluated inventor; and refused 
to work for him, on such visionary schemes, until 
George Ealimer, Esq. by his persuasive arguments, 
aided by the eloquence of some good old Jamaica spi¬ 
rits, of which no other person had any near that place, 
at that time of scarcity, and which he promised to place 
at the smith’s service while on the work, prevailed on 
him to undertake the job; which succeeded so well, that 
tiiey all changed their language, and nothing could sur¬ 
pass the ingenuity of Oliver. The card manufacturers in 
Vv ilmingto»,(D.) having learnt the excellent qualities of 
this machinery, made offers lor the secret; hut, so patri¬ 
otic was Mr. Eva s, that te could not think of selling 








And conference holds with all his crew, 
As in the sequel, we shall shew. 



it to individuals, to the exclusion of the public; and, as 
the legislature of Pennsylvania were in session, he pre¬ 
sented a memorial to it, stating the nature and impor- 

# 

tance of his discovery, and praying for the loan of about 
five hundred dollars, to enable him to construct a wire- 
mill, in the state of Pennsylvania, with a machine at- 

to -« P ^ V * 

tSf.hed to it, for the purpose of bedding and cutting the 

m # * * # 

wire into card teeth, agreeably to the principles of his 

to. ft ^ ^ ^ ^ I®" 

invention. The legislature appointed a committee to take 

the memorial into consideration.' This committee, like 

& 

the parson in the fable, lavished their eulogiums, but 

”5 I ^ * - * * 1* — m* 

tm 

% 

would lend no money. . 

After this, he showed his cards, and described his 
invention to a person of celebrity in the city of Philadel- 

H * W' 9 m 

phia; sltating to him the individual offers that had been 
made, but that he preferred the public loan. This per- 

ft * 

son treated his patriotism with seeming ridicule, whl h 

+ | r . ?■% to ** 'MHI; ijf ™ 

caused him to relinquish all hope of success from that 
quarter, and he returned to Wilmington, where, urged 

by necessity, he contracted to make a machine, which 

# * ^ 

should manufacture five hundred complete card-teeth 


per minute, and obligated himself to keep the art a sc* 
oret for two years, for the trilling sum of two hundred 










Would you ask more than this to prove. 
He bears all else but little love, 


^ -- - - |— *-F u - —M 

I 

% f- I 

m 

dollars, reserving only the privilege "of selling one other 
machine. ' 

While this machine was constructing, the contrac¬ 
tors suspended their manufacture for twenty days, say¬ 
ing, so inferior was the workmanship, when compared 

_ f t / 

with Mr. I’]vans* method, that it only spoiled the wire. 
The machine was soon completed, and, instead of five 

* " ‘ V * . * * 

hundred, as per contract, it made three thousand per 

* 

minute, and so far exceeded their expectations, that 

P 

^ ^ ^ 

they immediately contracted for the machine which had 

- ff * ** H 

# r „ * « I f 

been reserved, and both parties were penally bound to 
keep the art a secret. It nevertheless escaped, and others 

™ 4 fe ^ 

obtained the use of the machine, with' which, however, 

V * ' . g£Mf& 

the inventor had nothing to do,, for, as before stated, he 
was threatened with destruction, on no other account, 

• „ 1 * lj| 'y* 

than adhering tenaciously to his contract.! 

^ m * * 4 * l * 

_ 9 k *1 U Hi 

# • «■ % 

4 _ X § 

f From which, may it not be inferred, that the contractors 

* • ■ 

having got possession of the art, and bound Mr. Evans’ under a 

n 

heavy penalty, secretly disposed of tile privilege; for though it 

# ■ ff ' 

was perfectly in their power to lu.ve kept it a secret, it was set 

• • 

up in their own immediate neighbourhood, and elsewhere, as 

t I 

the machine itself did witness, for it could not.be worked without 
making a great and peculiar noise.— Editor. 
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Besides himself; and fain would give 

* t 

Sheer death to all, if he jean live; 

* ■ 

For plain it is, thouglj noth®'' r worse is, 

He means the encl of useful . horses; 

■’Cause, should these waggons get in use once, 

Horses would be a perfectflHiisance. 

The fourth , he said, that 1 had thought 
On a new mode to drive a boat, 

*To row itself by aid of steam, 

v * *■ * 

With motion quick against the stream; 




Thus was lost, one of the greatest productions of his 

* * » M *• # • V ^ * 

mind Tne manufacture has never been established,* 

gP m « u n j 

w rW Imf " - ' # , * ' - ✓ 

and we have, till very lately,been wholly dependent onthe 
European market for wire; and even the quantity that is 

• if * * * , • * 

at present wrought in thiscountrylhas but a feeble claim 

m / t 

to the title of exemption. Some shortlime after this, he 

p * # ' ' ^ 4 i 

designed a plan for pricking ihe leather, and cutting*, 

bending and setting thoteeth, at the same time; but owing 

to the impoverishing result of his previous discovery, he 

never carried it into execution, which, however, has since 

been done, by the ingenious Mr. Amos Whittemore, of 
West Cambridge, Massachusetts. 











That in still water should have pow'r 
To run, full ten mi cs in an hour, 

And could, by putting fiery spur on’t, 
Ascend tlic Mississippi curreix; 

Could go from Orleai s up to Natchez, 

§ 

By pow’r conceal’d beneath the hatches, 
With goods and men deep laden, he says, 
Three hundred miles in five or. three 
. days, (m) ' 


(w) The principles on which steam boats am steam 
waggons may be driven, were discovered by Mr. Evans 
in 1773. Some years afterwards, lie applied to the legis- 

% « * * m J * 1 

lature of Pennsylvania, to secure him the right for 

- Jr *i w 

twenty-five years, in which application the was directed 
and assisted by his friend George Latimer, Esq.; but 
they notwithstanding' treated Ids memorial as if 'hey 
thought him insane. lie then applied to the legislature 
of Maryland, where, through the influence of Jesse 
Hollingsworth, Esq., then one of its members, lie ob¬ 
tained a patent for fourteen years, which, however, was 

I 

y _ - 

too short a period, or people of wealth were not suffi¬ 
ciently acquainted with the principles, to be interested 
in making the experiment, and his own circumstances 
were so straitened as not to admit it. 

c 


M 
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ft 


But patentees have seldom gdt^^r 
What they can nothing do! without 
To wit—the precious cash;'—and then 
The term’s so short, ail wealth men, 
■ojjnlertake new things afraid are, 
Lest rights expire before tlley paid* are; 

Sol we escap’d this ill, because 

P 4 * # 

Of that good trait in patent laws; 


In this petition he did not include steam boats, be- 
cause Rumsey and Fitch were at that time contending 
about their originality ’of invention in the application of 

® ft ft ' W ft- m » _ m 

f * ft ftft ft- f ft % ^ OP 

such engines as were then known. Besides, he enter- 

* 

tained an opinion, that the western waters were those 
only where steam boats wouMjbe highly useful. 

ft * lift 

During this application to the legislature of Maryland 

* '*ftP -m 

a circumstance occurred, which, as it shows with what 
difficulties and prejudices real merit often has to con¬ 
tend, deserves to be related. While Mr, Evans was ex¬ 
plaining the principles of his invention to a number of 
gentlemen, some one, to play off his waggisms] and con- 

m * I 

fuse and embarrass him, asked how he could get out of 
the way of other waggons. Mr. E. replied, in a manner 
indicative of the contempt he felt at so ill-timed a jeer, 
u Why, Sir, were you the waggoner, and did not give 
room for me <o pass, I would crush you and your 
waggon to the earth,” which so completely turned the 

I 



1 
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H n til two rascals in New York, 


together got to brew ill work, 

(Torpedo Fulton and his croney, 

Call’d Livingston, who iirnish’d <1®.) 
And set on bj r an evil spirit, 

■ 

Resolv’d great riches Itovinheritj 

So, had a boat made, that shoufcl ply 

(r 

Between New York ai d Albany, 

% ‘ H • 4 ' ' * 

To row by steam as told above, 

• f m • 

Which, hang’em, did successlilprovp, 

For why? The state gave them and heirs, 

¥ , 

A patent rights for thirty' years!!! 

Had knaves dup’d congress to do so, 
Steam boats would have run long ago. ( n ) 



Mr. Would 


■pr jm » 

I JL rm * I • 

afterwards. - , ^ 

(n). If the government were to reclaim the r lane at 

the end of fourteen years, none but the imprudent would 
settle on them. Just so with new inventions or improve¬ 
ments; fourteen years are barely sufficient to work them 
into notice: for every principle must be demonstrated to 
be useful before adopted; and then in the United State®, it 
requires a great length of time,much money,and the sur- 


i 
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4 I* fi 

BErom thence fell misery was spread 
On those, wlio erst had made their bread 
Bv boats with sails, an honest trade, 

* • / I 

Where these boats run which they have made. 

i * • * 

Tor strange, they golby this device, 

In half the time, fcfc half the price! 

if ^4p 

AfFordirfe to those knaves mlch money, 

_ % % jp * A 

_ f 

Who will not share wit If us a penny. , 

In Pittsburgh too you’d heard the moaning. 

Of people, from this burden groaning; 

* j W * a * ' r ~ m M * W ’m ^ * 

Had we not smelt what he was doing, 

^ jf a _ ly ^ 

I * * i * * m 

a ■- 

And stopt the mischief that was brewing; 
or there lie had a boat begun, 

S ** t 9 s ^ ♦ . 

That all the others woulp out-run; 

* * # , . * v , t * t *' 

And were it finish’d, we’ve been toMlI^I 

# 1 * r 

# * Jf # jtm 

The mis’ry would have rais’d tenfold. 





p J 

mounting of many (lifficulties; to bring them into notice 
lienee the wise and rich will not embark, and fool; 
without money, cannot put them into operation. Th< 
I’"" 011 which steam boats now run, were 


known in 


wel 


1787, and might have run fifteen or twenf 

years sooner, had the inventors'found the same encou 

ragement which has since fallen to the fortunate am 
justly celebrated Fulton. 
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But we show’d talents oratorial,- 
To congress sent a big memorial, 

Which rais’d a storm about his ears, 

That fill’d his prying soul with feats, 

Aik prqy’d the surest way of any, 

f ♦ * * * * * 

% * <* 

To stop die scrub fromlgettinigpaoney. 

%■ t | | * t W 

This majde him from his purpose start, (0) 

t 

As did cold weather 



* «, 






' 


* * 


(0) At the time their meirtorial was presented to con- 

■ * * r m 

gress, Mr. Evans was engaged’in building a steam 
mill for grinding grain in a city near the Atlantic, 

• & 4 IJ * * * » • * 

to show its utility. He also had workmen at Pitts¬ 
burgh, engaged in building a steam boat a hundred 

‘ m • Sr m ^p. 

and twenty-one feet keel, sixteen feet beam, and cal- 

# ,p m w * m ^ 

-ft * i 4 

ciliated to carry one hundred passengers. The engine, 


machinery 


completed, at an ex¬ 


pense, already incurred, of about six thousand, dollars; 
and it was his intention to have completed it for a 
passage boat between New Orleans and Natchez: an 

H I ^ 

object which he had constantly in view, and pursued, 


with 


for 


more 


thirty years. To 


carr^ these plans into, operation, fifteen 


aand 


more would 


required in the course 

a r • n 11 _ ■ 1 # 

of the season; which, in consequence of the storm raised 

oy the memorialists, he thought it ^vould be impossible 

‘ 2 : 
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When he invaded Russian bears, 
Without their fur to guard his ears; 

And since that time, tho’ strange it seem, 
’Tis found that we invented steal? !! 

Yet for man’s good let ii lay latent 
Instead of taking out a patent! 


'The fifth, a merchant flour mill, 
Which is the most oppressive ill 

Tk -‘r d * ♦ 

Amongst them all and ojightfihe first 

% — m - A i * * # * P 

m * » 1 

• i ^ f f m v -,* 1 * 

A W ~ ft 

To be with extirpation curst. 

§ -- ' j «, (r 

■ n - 

^ « * _ k _ « A 

* * t Ip —p f 2 

A mm. 

•■V r % m * t 

Its powers combine and carry thro 7- , 

I 4 ¥ i |p 

* '"f v § & p' * % % 

About a mill, all man canpo, (M* v» 


p 

to obtain; and preferring to lose what Had already been 
expended, to a greater degree of embarrassment, he dis¬ 
chargee his workmen, devotedMiis money, time, and 
talents, to rebut his calumniators, and' defeat their coni* 
bination. His m !1 was abandoned, and his boat now 

stands showing its ribs, like the picture of death, a mo- 

■> 

numeut of the triumph of ignorance, malice, and perse¬ 
cution. 
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By hopperboys and elevators, 

Which robbers are, curst depredators 
That e’er since Adam’s day existed , 
Or ever honest millers pested. 


of mill stones,') to convey grain and meal up and down 
throughout the mill, to stir and keep it in constant and 
equal motion, that the air might exercise its full in¬ 
fluence to cool and dry it till completely manufactured j 
without the aid of manual labour, were completed,in 
theory, in 1783, but were not carried into operation, till 

• | % m * # « » 

he erected a mill, for that purpose, in 1784—5; and then, 
before they perfectly succeeded, he had 'many iterations, 
to make, great difficulties to surmount; and though the 
result exceeded his expectation, the introduction of them 
into geneial use was exiiemelyjjiaborious, avid much 

it # • i 

more difficult than any other incident that had, hitherto, 
attended its progress. 1 . 

To promote this purpose, he furnished his brother with 

# at • 

one hundred dollars, (a very large sum, if we consider* 
the then times, and Mr. Evans’pecuniary situation; and 
was, undoubtedly, more felt by him then, than five thou¬ 
sand dollars would be at present, if paid by many millers, 
f i e sums they have saved by the use of this very 
improvement; more than could be saved without them:) 
and dispatched him through the country to promulgate it* 
He travelled through the states of Pennsylvania, Dela¬ 
ware, Maryland aril Virginia, of bring the improveme:it 








As those that wontlhem fse, they rob' 

mp % M. 

O all the promts of each job 
In grinding grairj, and w iat they take 
From foes* give friends, $lem rich io niajke. 



% v 9 . % ' I 

gratis, to the one in each county who woukl first adopt 
it; expended considerably more lhan tire one hundred' 

f - > to m ^ 

^ 4 * m * 

do Jars, and returned who ly unsuccessful, and toolwith- 

■ M ,■ * _» _ Z • * _ m 

out any favourable prospects from the future. Tflough 
this first attempt to disseminate the improvement, was 

^ V t ~ 4 ji * # X. 

^ ^« 'i 

truly discouraging, Mr. Evans did not despond. Some* 

s i \ ^ i ^ \ 

time after he contracted witMHonaflhan K11 ir.ntf nn the- 

W? _ -m w 


(Md.) 


4 ^ r * & . ”■ 

• ‘ft * 

r jt ^ ^ 

should have a privilege gratis,provided he would make- 
such improvement, as might appear advantageous, fou 

* t .m* b . * 

the sole benefit of the said Evans, in setting th 


ft tin iii% n tvd 


make a true report of their utility to the public. 

# - ’ A 

— w A 

The Brandywine millers, in particular, opposed its 

# £ I “ 0 , # V * ^ 

adoption with all their influence, until it was used in.seve- 


veral m ils around them; at length they held a consulta¬ 
tion, and deputed one of their number to Mr. Evans, to- 

m 

m « | # ^ f % f / I 

make proposals as to the terms on which they would 

* . , < mm f 

§ 

try the experiment, which wene nearly in the words fol- 

j» jg> f » 

lowing, viz:: p , . „ 

■f 

“ Oliver, we have had a meeting', and agreed, that if 

4 * y ^ ^ * ftl 

thou wilt furnish.all the materials, and thy own hoard¬ 
ing, and come thyself to setup the machinery, in one of 
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They have whole thousands wretched made 

And forc’d t’enlist to get their bread, 

Or go to settle western lands, 

And risk being scalp’d by Indian hands. 



our mills, thee may come and try; and if it answers a 

" % • * * 

valuable purpose, we will pay thy bill; but, if it does not 

\ * 

answer, thee must lake it all out again, and leave the 
mill just as thee finds it, at thy own expence. 55 The 
principles having already been tested, and these millers 
knowing Mr. Evans’ reduced circumstances at the time, 

* • * * A A ** m 

he could but receive their propositions as a disposition 

\ \ * 

to retard and embarrass, rather than encourage ;or for¬ 
ward the improvement. 

Sometime after this, the inventor exhibited a model 
©f his improved mill in the streets of Wilmington, (D*) 
which was to be sent to England. Some of the croMl 
of ’espectable gentlemen, who gathered round to see 
its performat ce, called to a Brandywine mi ler, as he 

•m t ^ '*■*]!T ^ % 1 

happened to be passing, who was so struck with the 
simplicity ai d perfection of its execution, and the ob¬ 


servations of those present, that he contracted with Mr* 
Evans, to oust net one for him* the. next morning. Jt 

b ° operation, in presence of the neigh¬ 

bouring millers; ant though the elevators and conveyer, 
without the aid of Human'hand, brought the meal from 

the two pair of stones, and the ,tail-flour from the bolts 

• •# # 

to the hopperboy, which spread it over the floor, stirring) 

A V w 


i 



* 



i 
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We too have sinn’d, if truth pe spoke. 
Our necks in bending to his yoke, 

For merely thinking once to try it, 

[j!o see if aught could be sav’djby it, 


turning, and gathering it, and attended the bolting hop¬ 
pers at the same tinier and in the most regular manner 
that it was possible to be done;—-yet, one of them, Mr. 
J. Shipley, exclaimed, “ it will not djo, it cannot do, it i& 
impossible that it should do! ,, and this, too, was said in 
contradiction to the evidence of his own eyes.* * Nothing, 
fora considerable time aftejr wards, was clone by these 
millers, which coulcl be said, in the least degree, to en¬ 
courage the improvement. This opposition cost Mr.. 
Evans thousands of dollars, in the travelling of many 
thousands of miles, in fruitless attempts to establish his 


* The reader will, undoubtedly, be as forcibly struck with 
this specimen of sound eloquence, and the truth of the inference, 
as with that of the celebrated Latrobe, narrated in the sequel of - 
the poem, wherein he disclaims the practicability of applying the 
Columbian Steam Engine, or steam to boats, to any useful pur* 
pose: notwithstanding, they have both succeeded; the one asto- 
nishing the world, from its simplicity of construction and in¬ 
creased mechanical power; and the other, in buffeting t ie tides, 

winds and waves, in propelling boats against their united powers. 

Editor^ 
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(We having heard they’d yield more flour, 

* 

1 ' *"V m de wit iiu our iow’r, 

And also save the miller’s wages,) 

Like other sinners in all ages, 

^ ho oft, for filthv lucre’s sake 

• 

1 he path of rogues and villains take. 

We set them up, and them we try’d, 
Thinking if good we could them .hide: 

w * * 

■l he jiggumbobs our wishes win, 

* * « ? 

And we were mute as Grimalkin, 

• - ^ * + 1 \ 

When from fatigue of night’s carouse, 

* * * - .* , t V- .» 

He patient sits to catch a mouse; 

• g ** * * * * i 

But yet, on us he made a grapple, 
Snarling as tho’ he’d gripe our thrapple, 



invention: for, wherever his agents went, the enquiry 
was, “ have the Brandywine millers adopted it?” the an¬ 
swer was “ no!” which was generally' followed by this 

«' ft • * I * .* * 

pertinent reply; u if those who are so much more exten- 

" m - j m K * m 

sively engaged in the manufacture of flour, do not think 
it worth their attention, it certainly cannot be worth 
ours.” It was thus the Brandywine mills lost their pre¬ 
eminence in the United States^ and have descended to 
the second grade* 


* 


* 
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BlJst’ring like equinoctial , torrent 


7 


And swore that he’d be paid cash current 


Full one p 



Or 


e 


mad lines, the knave! 

j he would it have!! 


Wm — ■ ^ 

He ask’d for one mill, hear what follows 
Full six ancUthirty Suite red dollars!!!* 


I * 



cards and 


Vet we-his bolfi-demaiid withstood. 

* f f v 

* * , - % ^ ^ 7 '* 

As noble hearted freemen should, 

^slor ’gainst u our conscience ” would cc 

To pay the dog a single cent: 

What! give men cash for only thinkin 

, * . * ** 

Which they would s 

drinking!! ’ . 

^ §90 . ® W 

m * * u ^ 

Then he brought on us persecution , 
Than hell more iierce,)or inquisition-, 

V 1 * 1 • l • 

Fiercer than Bony on the Russian, 

r - * # 7 | $ V # * ♦ t # . * • * 

Austrian Cossacks, 1 )ons or Prussian; 

* % * * 

And worse by far, more cruel hard, • 

With us it was, than either far d. 

0 


to’ 


■*See their memorial in the appendix, asserting; the feet 


4 
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For tho’ we show’ll beyond all doubt 
That these machines he ne’er found out, 
That all from various sources come, 
That we ourselves invented some, 
o'it sway’d by fee ings too refin’d 
Would not with them distress mankind; 
And he, what we invented, stole, 

Then got a patent for the whole. 

But he has such intriguing art, 

And acts so well the scoundrel’s part, 
That ’gainst the plain and sober truth, 
By us assembled, and held forth. 

He court and jury did deceive, 

With conduct artful, to believe 
J hat all t hose things were his invention. 
Which were the subject of contention; 
So, through his guile, they both agreed. 
And damage to the knave decreed, 


GO See memorial to congress, signed by John Worth¬ 
ington, Elisha 'l yson, and others* See also the law-case? 
m the Appendix. 

D 
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To our unutterable grief, 

A sum almost beyond belief, 

With but one comfort, fit to mention, 

To wit:—we had by the invention 
Clear’d cost and charges ten times o’er, 
With ten times what he’d cast us for: (r) 


(r) The witnesses at the trial, proved that Mr. Evans’ 

;improvements saved 01 half .the expense of attending 
mills, besides making more and better superfine 11 r; 
giving a further gain to the miller, of at least fifty cents 

per barrel, on all the flour manufactured. 

Suppose then, a mill will run two hundred and eighty 
d^ys in a year, and make twenty barrels of flours fier 
day, it on this evidence amounts to two thousand eight 
hundred dollars; to which add a saving of one half the 
expense for attendance, say two dollars per day, makes 
in the aggregate three thousand three hundred and 
sixty dollars clear gain, fier year. Why then, in the 
name of common sense, is not the inventor of this truly 
ingenious and important invention, or improvement, en¬ 
titled to an inconsiderable emolument, as justly as the 
millers are to this great saving, by which almost every 
one, who has been considerably engaged in the manu¬ 
facture of flour, has become substantially rich? Edit. 
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4 


Sift: ’twas to us as day light clear, 
i hat court and jury drunken were; Is) 
And lawyers too, for it is said, 

Unless they’re drunk they cannot plead; 
With tJase design he made (hem so, 
More sure to work our overthrow. 



0) It was reported after the trial, that some of the de¬ 
fendants declared, that the whole Court, bench, box and 

bat-, must have been drunk, to have given such a verdict 
in favour o the plaintiff. 

1 

C*) Mr. Evans’ claim for a license, was only one hun- 

\ 

fired dollars, in the case of Sami. Robinson, which he re- 
fused to pay; adhering, as was evident, to the wicked 

4. - j 

and unjust counsels of Elisha, Isaac, and others. A suit, 
however, was instituted, and this mighty combination of 
wickedness and folly, wealth and numbers, intrigue and 
efforts, to break his patent, vanished at the tribunal of 

t 

justice and cor; mon sense, like dew before the morning 
sun. And, instead of the origina claim of one hundred 
dollars, the court awarded eighteen hundred and fifty 
dollars damages to the plaintiff, which, by the statute 
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alO/7<? tim'd, the damage to him given! 

Was e’er his match known under heaven?' 
He means thus congress to deceive, 

Other monopolies to give: 

Yes, this to ns a nest egg seems, 

For more of his oppressive scheme™ IE 
And made us quake like aspenlleaf, 

And fly to congress for relief. 

Petition’d them to hide in night, 

The law that gave him patent rights 
For liberty it will dethrone, 

And under tyrants we must groan, 


laws of the United States, might have been trebled, and 
he could have ustly demanded five thousand fiye hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars. Bu,t he thought best, not to exercise 
the extremity of the law against oneJ whom, though the 
nomina defendant, he thought less guilty than some of 
the witnesses in the case, who had much at stake in the 
jssue; besides,, he thought, should he demand the whole 
sum, thattheroartizans of the defendant would be more 

kel (l >im, which was eventually the case, as 
shown in a previous note. 
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Unless ’tis-aone:—and lie tlie wretch, 
Will jae ere long as Croesus rich. 

For he has lately notified 
He will demand of us beside 

Full interest on all sums we save, (w) 

• ♦ * 

* F* m m W * * I 

Jk | ma 

' By using his machines,—the knave 
Says them he rents as wejto mills, 

•m ib ■K ® * m! t*- r m a 

Or as some folks do farms and stills: 



(a) Mr. Evans has published throughout the United 


Stales, that after the 22d ofJanuary 1813, he will demand 

F ’ » #■ « / * t m 

of all those who continue to use ms improvements, with- 

* * _ j. A * m 

out license, in addition to his former fixed prices, inte- 

1 _ § 

rest on all sums of money saved by t ieir use, in the ex¬ 
pence of labour or wages and boarding, counting interest 
for the year the sum is saved, until license v be purchased. 

# • r % 

The price of a license is the amount saved in labour, by 
their use, for one year only, if promptly paid. 

Now, suppose a mill that makes twenty- 
barrels of 1 our per day, saves the la¬ 
bour of one and a half men, and this Savt, <i» Price, 
saving be rated at the moderate sum Dolls, Dolls, 

°f 300 300 

On ihe 22d of January 1814, there will 

be another sum of 300 dollars saved, 300 

Interest on 300 dollars the price, and _ ■ 

on 300 dollars saved that year makes 600 int. 36 

Ihe price of license would then be 33$ 

i> 2 ^ 
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Interest refus 


shall 


ip 

Jay all that’s sav’d, whole principal!! 
Thank yet ofir stars, ’taint money lent, 

1 * ‘ / * i • 

Nor can he claim the six per cent! 


*. * 


Brought forward, . ■ , 

p m * 0* 1 

January 22d, 1815, there willibe another 
sum saved, 

✓ » 


Saved. 

Dolls. 

600 


Price. 

V 

Dolls.. 

336, 


3C0 


900. 


Interest on 900 dollars will now be, 

added, - v - 

^ ® " % r * * 

« * ,* * • • ( *’ $ 

• * ^ 

-* - 1 > »■ 

F J f 

The price of license will then be* 
January 22d 18 16, there will be another 
sum saved, 


54 


390, 


300 


w 0 

Interest on 1200 dollars will now be 

added 


1200 


72 


462 


The price of license will then be 

And, if this additional interest be refused, he will sue 
foi twelve hundred dollars, the principal with interest, 
instead of‘om Hundred and sixty-two; and there can be 

no doubt, but that any jury would give him the full 


rent. 


of his machines, and not the interest of his rents; or the 
principal and interest of his. money lent, and not the 
interest alone;, more especia. y when it is evident, as he 
■will make it appear, that the whole sum he demands*. 

will not amount to one eighth part of what a mill wil!i 







We rent machines of h m, the EfiFf 
Each man invented his himself; 

Or for it paid some honest millwright* 
Then pay him too, ha!—not a mite. 



save by the improvements in one year, nor mtore than? 
one-hundreth part saved during the patent term, as will. 


appear by the following statement, viz: 


The sum saved per year in labour, is 
Fifty cents per barrel,* on six thousand 

_ i# 

barrels of flour, the quantity a mill 

will manufacture in three hundred 

# _ _ # 

days, at twenty barrels per day, is 

0P "Mi «. ^ Iff 

Neat gain for one year, 


Dolls. 

300 


3000 


3300 


sum 


o 46,200 dollars. He is determined) to adhere most scur 

tip 

pulously to this, method'of valuation, with those who per 

■ - * A *, * If 4 ‘ 


thiis turnine: the 


rnents 


and vexations o£ opposition,. tO' his advantage 
while those who are not infringing, may obtain licens 
for the bare sum that will be saved in labour for on' 

til 

year only. He is willing to accomodate by waiting fo 
this sum, until the machine shall have saved it thric< 
©ver, to the purchaser of license* 


a See Nbtefr) page 38. 


« 
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m ‘ 5 * «•**” * 

Than pay such great and unjust taxes, 
Brave Jones did cut them down with axes; IV) 

ii if —, 

Though since, to use’eimhe’s found licence, 
Which amply proves they’re nouglfubut 

* ■+ * ♦ ^ » i 

nuisance. 


™ "h.' _ m ^ 

Some were so oafish, they Ve him paid 

m * * * * * * . * t w* 

By which they have our cause betray’d, 

m * # 1 ^ ~ d. b * m> * * r M * 

And put the staff into Bis hands, 

0 ' * * * ^ * 

With which he us severely bangs; 

■* ■ % . a ► 

* m. t v » | ■ 

But many have been ti^p wise, 

And such improvements stilfdespise, 


i 

■ 




m* « * * 

a, * fc _ # 

m ^ " 

(*) Charles C. Jones being sued for his infringemer 
on Mr.. Evans’ patent right, cut down the elevator an 
hopperboy with an axe,. Notwithstanding, the jur 
awarded one thousand dollars damages. Now readei 


Mr 


said machinery, and stood trial at court, yet when tl 
marshal levied the execution on his property, he , 

it, by an injunction, on the ground that he had purcha 

«tl, and waa then in possession of Mr. Evans’s license. 

Editor. 





Nor Hopperboy nor Elevator 

ffl’er went for them by force of water, twjr, 

They do their work as did their fathers, 

•<&*' 'I 

Who did it as they’d learnt from others; 
Shovels and rakes they’d rather use, 

And tramp the meal with their old shoes; 
And ere tllcy’d pay the rogue a mite, 
They’d swinker hard both day and night* 

VHP* 

And turn by hand the bolflg reel, 

Vs ^ 

To separate the bran from meah 



(w) A man, by the by, possessed of a wonderfully 
penetrating genius, owned a grist-mill in Darby, a small 

J 1 

village in the vicinity of Ihiladelphia, right opposite io 
which, on the other side of the stream, he erected a bolt¬ 
ing-mil , connecting one wife the other by a logjon 
which he passed, with the meal on his back, whenever 
lie had any bolting told >, Whether this, miller was kike 
others of his day, or was ipj he practice of balancing his 
flour with stones, we are not informed; but, it wou 
have been as ludicrous and laughable to see the old man 
tugging across the stream, ami back again, under an 
enoimous load ol stones art(il|nea.l, or Hour, as must 

have been the engagement of that redoubtable knight, of 

ohiwdious memory, with the wind-mill. We suppose,. 
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'Ijiey’ve no Expense their flour tp pack, 
Their feet, and parts peneati iReir back, 
They nimbly use, instead machine,* 

As cheaper His, and near as clean.f 
Such faithful honest working creatures, 
Highly adorn our human natures, 

t w ♦- 

Not minding innovating fools, 

^ * - . • * . 4|. \ mr* 5 V 

BVn still keep up good ancient rules; 



however, that he left the stones until the bag was to be 

w Jr ^ 

pui on the horse. . 

* With great pleasure the Editor of this work* notices 

;•» * | l#| 

the very important improvement that has recently been 
made in the packing of flour; for instead oj the fllthy 
and detestable method of the miller first sitting, and 
then with his shoes, (perhaps covered with mud from the 
road) jumping on the flour to press it tight in the barrel, 
a machine invented by Clark and Evan Evans, which 
will pack a barrel of flour in hall a minute, and is to be 
obtained of them or their agents in various parts of the 
United States, for the moderate sum of twenty dollars 
per mill, is highly approbated and getting into general 
tise throughout the United States. 

f The following story, which the writer knows to be 
a fact, as it relates to the former method ol packing 
flour, appears not only appropriate, but merits a place in 
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And best of them in custom’s wane, 

Is using stones to balance grain, 

Which by consent we’ve all giv’n o’er, 
To rid ourselves of demon’s low’r, 

As it is said, oh strange to tell! 

* . 1 * o 

Recent on one vindictive fell; 

Who on a kenning horse unbridled, 

ft t « 

Was without parry pad hestraddled/ ‘ 

9. ■ ft nfc f m 

And as the horse was spurred onward, 
Caus’d stones to rattle ujrand downward. 


this work. A miller in the state of Delaware, was ena¬ 
moured with a pretty quakeress; we will name them 
Obadiah and Esther. In some of their frequent inter¬ 
views, Obadiah invited Esther to pay him a visit at the 

# * 4 

mill, to see the process of manufacturing flour; she 
accordingly called on him, but it was a sorrowful re?i» 
contre to the luckless wight, for at the very moment 
she entered the apartment where Obadiah was, he 
happened to be engaged in ramming flour into a barrel 
with his latter end , which was succeeded by a frog leap 
with two dirty ponderous shoes into the very place he 
had been sitting; Esther, disgusted at such a loathsome 
filthy process, without waiting for any further know¬ 
ledge of his trade, precipitately left the mill; and 


v 
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Banging his ribs to such a pass, 

The horse cried out like Balaanrs ass: 

And being much more learn’d than civil, 
Bethought ’twas time to ’scape such evil, 
So boldly to his rider speaking, 

Swore freighting stones a trick was sneaking, 
Though if I needs must bear the freight, 

§ 

Like Paddy share with me le weight. 

’Tis fair that, you should toat thepag, 

i p - 

While I toat* you and onward jag; 

The man alarmed at such Versation, 

* * 

'ih * 

Took up the bag sans hesitation, 

Thinking his horse the devil was, 

Who’d come with him accounts to close, 





■whole months of the most assiduous attention, with the 
most positive assurances that other millers packed their 

same mariner, were >are y sufficient to re* 
instate him in her favour, and which at last was extended 
to him on the express condition, that all flour packed for 
herself and friends should undergo this filthy ritual dur- 

mg cool weather, while the human system was less acted 
upon by the influence of heat. Editor. 

* A local phrase of Virginia, for carry. 


+ 
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So, thought to suffer short endurance, 

The surest way to gain a clearance; 

1 I 

For oft he’d beat and seen him balk, 

But ne’er before had heard him talk. 

4 

Accoutred iflius the horse set out, 

In rapid speed to toat the lout, 

Who grain at back and stones at belly. 
Was soon be-pommel’d to a jelly: 

The news* of which spread far and wide, 

»L. T ^ 1 

And men have since, whene’er they ride, 
Plac’d grain or meailon either side, 

* m 

Ne’er used stones old gibbes to batter, 

’ t 

But ’plied them to a use more proper. 

^ \ 

\ m 0 ^ 
if 

The sixth , a rice mil , which he says 
He has improved in various ways, 


(*) Mr. Evans, in his Millwright’s Guide, published 
in 1795 , has given a plate and description of his rice- 
mill) which is so constructed, as to receive the rough rice 
from the cart, or boat, and pass it through every ope¬ 
ration, by machinery propelled by the power of the mill, 
/ 

ti 1 it is completely prepared for market; when it is dis¬ 
charged into the barrel placed for the purpose. By this 
process, an immense expense is to be saved, and the 

E 


# 
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* 


And can, by steam, give it the pow’r, 
To clean two hundred pecks per hour; 
And further makes a vain pretence, 
’Twill save much labour and expence. 
But twenty years are past and gone, 
Since he this rice mill first thought on, 
Yet not a single mill has ran, 

For cleansing rice upon his plan, 

■9 u**^*f' im 

Because by it he plainly sees 

He’ll not much make by patent fees; 

% 

The patent term’s so very short, 
’Twill not pay tests and fflm support. 

* ^ if 

Rice-millers thus escap’d his grasp, • 

*# — B| _ _ ,- ■' 

More dreadful than the sting of asp; 

aP * 

Besides they are more cunning folk, 
And necks won’t bend untofiis yoke., 


grain would not be broken, as proved by experiments 
made on rough rice. No doubt can x>e entertained, 

ah f 9m 

# • 

that this improvement is as perfect as those on flour 
mills; but, from the great opposition he has met, 
and which appears to accumulate from every improve¬ 
ment or invention he makes, he has not found it worth 
his while, to go to a very great expence and trouble tt 


/ 
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So only use the elevator, 

# 

Long used in France to hoist up xuater. (y) 

The seventh , a machine design’d 
To break lip plaister fit to grind, 

And Indian corn ’twill bruise and maul 
Into small pieces, cob and all; 


bring them into notice; more especially* * ** as the induce* 

ments held out by the government, are so inconsiderable. 

• 4 « ' 

(y) The defendants, in the trial mentioned in a previous 

note, produced in court the 'worksof some French au- 

* ~ * _ * * • * ' ‘ ■ * ‘ 

• * % , " _* «*. . A -* - W4? 

tlior, which mentioned, anahreatefl at some length, a 
method of raising water by a chain of buckets, similar 

v W 

to the elevator used in mills, and appealed to Jonathan, 
a very ingenious man, one of the witnesses, to say 
whether it was not the same which Mr. Evans had ap¬ 
plied to his mill improvements’ lie seemed pleased, 
and answered, that it looked like the very thing itself; 
and Elisha and Isaac confirmed his opinion, and exult- 
ingly smiling, declared it was the same lo a notch, an- 

W/P 4 

tlcipating a complete victory. 

. The court and jury could not, however, be brought to 
coincide in opinion with them; for they conceived that 

m* * * » ar 

the principles of the improvement did not consist in the 

** * * ^ r 

form o the machines, but in the great result produced 
by their combination and new and useful application; 
and, Ui fact, if the machine had, in all its parts, been 










f 


m 




Make it fine battle food Become; 

Or fit to extract whiskey from. Hr) 
Though of his burdens thi's is least, 

Yet it lias misery increas’d, 

And many lap’rers drove from home, 
Who now about the country roam, 

4 > 

Following lust where their hard fate goes, 

* ii 

To earn their herring and potatoes; 




found the same, that the patent would have been equally 
good. Thus were the anticipations of the defendants, 
on this score, completely frustrated.* 

(r) Indian corn, ground with the cob, is said to make 
better food for cattle, and also in distillation, to assist 
materially in producing fermentation; and when thus 
prepared, will afford more nourishment or spirits than 
the grain alone. Nine 


t 


It is devoutly to be hoped that every similar combination, 
engendered in avarice, and kept tog’ethev under a hypocritical 
£arb,|by fraud and deception, to cramp genius and rob merit of 
its bread, will meet with as just and exemplary confusion and 
disappointment. Editor. 
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The eighth , a mili whose power came?, 
From that new pest, elastic steam ,— (aa) 
(Which we have said we did invent, 

But ne’er could gain our own consent, 








■Qine years after Mr. Evans invented this machine, he 

• * t> # * 

took out his patent; since which time he has found, that 
similar improvements have been made in various parts 
of the United States, and that not less than half a do¬ 
zen patents has been issued from the patent-office; their 
specifications differing- in form, but tending to similar 
results The writer would advise patentees, for similar 

l~ M 

• M mWF . .-j j J> V —— 

improvements, to read the second section of the patent- 
law, passed in the year 1793, to ascertain whether a 
patent, for a change of form, retaining the original 
principle, be valid, or whether a patent right can be so 
easily evaded? If, on these grounds, it can be evaded, 
very little value can be attached to patent rights; for, 
perhaps, there never has been a machine invented, that 
could not be differed in form, to produce the same 
effect; besides, it is no difficult tiling to produce slight 

alterations, tending to similar results, from inventions 

iM 

already in use. 

. (flfl) In ^conversation with William Donaldson, Esq. of 
New Orleans, Dr. GJcorge Hunter reverted to the very 
important improvements Mr. Evans had made ; in the 

E2 


m § 

•.*^r 


s 


* 


\ 
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By such hodge-podge and crude devices 

To tantalize the human species)— 

For grinding grain, and timber cutting, 

4 m 

By proper works into them putting. 



construction of steam engines;* which induced Mr. Do¬ 
naldson to order one, for the purpose of being applied 
to a saw-mill. This circumstance becoming known, ex¬ 
cited a spirit of competition; and a gentleman ordered 

k * * * 

, * T . / # 

one on the old plan, from England. This engine, though 

Wk — 

4b * ' t * ► a 

Somewhat remarkable, arrived at New. Orleans on the 
same day with Mr. Donaldson’s, and the engineers sail¬ 
ed in company up the river, to put their respective 

^ ~ _ ■ is ik * 

engines into operation. Nevertheless, Mr. Donaklson'*s 
engine was in motion, and sawed, by actual account, 
three hundred and eighty-six thousand, five hundred 
feet of lumber before the'other started. Previous to this, 
lumber had been selling for sixty (dollars per thousand 
feet, ancl though it now fell to forty dollars, what had a!- 

* This engine has three very great advantages over the other 
kinds, viz. in construction it is much simplified, and lighter; its 
power can be i leased at ] jeusure, without deviation from an 
established medium, in size of the boiler or cylinder, and being 
made on the inexhaustible principle, requires but a small supply 
water, which may as readily be drawn from a common well* 
as from the floods of the Delaware,—En. 
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Scotch Billy Donaldson of Orleans^ 

f 

Whose cranium rack’d was sorely for 

schemes, 

4 

pear|i of this Evans and his mill, 

I 

And thought with one he’d try his skill. 


„ ready been sawed, amounted to fifteen thousand, four hun- 

* * g * l ^ * W * f h ®r 

dred, and sixty dollars; giving a clear profit of more than 

* _J JL a 

what the engine and mill originally cost. In about three 

m V | * * * # 

years and a half after it went into operation, this mill was 

t 

computed to have cleared seventy thousand dollars fop 

1 ^ ^ 0 .it *■ 

.the proprietor; while, the otjer, *(whicll including ex¬ 
penses, had cost sixty thousand! djollars,) had neither 
gone in good order, nor cleared any thing. Thus the 
two mills left a difference to the proprietors, in profit and 
loss, of a hundred and thirty thousand dollars. Mr. Do¬ 
naldson’s mill started in January, 1807 , and has run ia 
good order ever since; except when spme trifling re¬ 
pairs, ^occasioned by the friction of the machine, became- 
necessary to be made. It drives one pair of mill-stones 
besides four saws, which cut about four thousand f 0 f 


lumber per day; and, as lumber, .during this period, has 


sand feet 


fifty 


Mr. Donaldson. Sdch are the improvements,.(of incal¬ 
culable value to the community,) which envy and avarice' 
abine to embarrass and abrogate.—E d, 


\ 






Him Scotch George Hunter further set tfo 
To carry through what he had hit on, 

So Evans told to make a saw- mill, 

To work upon a common draw-well 
Some time ago, say seven years, 

[(As true to us, by date appears.) 

The mill completed by this quack, 

Was quickly set up at Manschack, 

Near a bayou, on Mississippi, 

To saw up wood to build a city; 

Where cypress trees in dismal swamp, 
Grew tall as steeples, thick as hemp; 
Where Indians liv’d^by fishing, fowling. 
Trapping game, and harmless prowling. 

It did, to our most sore vexation, 

Exceed, by far, aljjexpectation, 

And weekly now saws full complete, 

m • || M 4 .... 

Of lumber, twenty thousand feet; 

_ _ | 

Which cruel Donaldson compells, 

Poor folks to buy to suit themselves, 

dp ft ■ 

At extort prices, and each day job. 

Adds wealth and pride to this great nabob. 
Who can his hundred thousands score, 
And every year 'j.lakes thousands more. 
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fCbe Scotch George Hunter too, aforesaid, 
Has had him one of greater force made, 
And sent it flown to New Orleans, 

Mr ^ 

( « I 

Beginning there oppressive schemes; 

For he’ll that country in this way rob, 

And be like Donaldson, a nabob. 

Others besides, ’tis our opinion, 

* ft 

Will exercise alike dominion, 

% ' \ r 1 * , 

And Heav’n alone knows where ’twill 

If congress don’t deliv’rarice send!! 

r _ 

^ 1 % 

" jp , * 

% 

ft B 

■ft « 

An instance more, before we’re done, 

i * ‘ - * f . - , 

9 y ^ % 

To show* how his monoBly’s run: 

One Owen Evans, (not too honest,) (£5) 
Swore he would join the knave in earnest, 






\ p 


(66) The said Owen Evans possessed an excellent me¬ 
chanical genius, but had not studied the principles of 

m * I 

steam-engines. He, nevertheless, had great confidence in 

■* . ■ | 

tiie improvement, and contracted to furnish a sufficiency 

of money to build the con 

* * * . _ * 

work was rapi 





progressing 


> 



were, if it succeeded, to derive the 

fiom its performance, were constantly 


While the 

♦ • $ 

very people who 
greatest advantage 

him to 
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And 


In Pittsburgh, on the man projected 
By this, the worst of Adam’s sons, 
To drive three pair of five-feet sto?i 



* f 

give up his wild and visionary plans; prognosticating 
that this, like other attempts in the United States to 
drive mills by steam, must inevitably fail. Such constant 
harangues in his ears at. length created doubts; which, 

«p- . "V • ' s ^ v * • * % _ ** / 

With the increasing difficulties, occasioned in part, by 
the then existing embargo, and by the loss of his health, 

m * m j|l ^ ® 

led him to wish to dispose of his interest in the concern; 

. * > . . . - 

and was the cause, though he had expended seven thou- 

’ •* • ♦ A . # »' - 

* * 4 * , t 

sand three, hundred dollars, of his refusing to advance 
any more. ^Tbus the whole devolved on the inventor: 

,0k • '• *» 

who, with the utmost difficulty, at the expense of seven 
thousand, six hundred dollars more, completed the work, 
and set two pairs of stones into operation. 

As the work progressed, he had in contemplation, to 
adopt an improvement invented by Mr. Luther Stephens, 
to which, however, his principal engineer objected, on 
the following grounds, viz. that as the credit oi the un¬ 
dertaking had been greatly injured by the delay of the 
work; and as the company, already much in debt, must, 

* i 

necessary to its completion, be much more so, it was 
decidedly better to pursue a plan, which lie knew must 
succeed, than to risk its reputation on principles, no 
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Possess’d of such amazing pow’r, 
’Twould twenty bushels grind per hour. 
Four years ago it got in motion, 

And people swallow’tl down the potion; 


matter how plausible, that had never been tested by ex- 
periment, and which, should they fail, would be the 
watch-word for creditors, to arrest and wholly break it 
up. Though Mr. Evans yielded to these judicious and 
prudent arguments, he shortly after made the experi¬ 
ment with the happiest result; and they have since been 
substituted for this, and used in.all his engines. 

- 

Had this engine failed in this his first attempt, agree¬ 
able to tl c predictions of its cankerous opposers, the 
consequences are evident: Mr, Evans must have been pre¬ 
cipitated in the yawning abyss, already prepared for him 
in the public estimation. But the contrary was the fact; 
for at the moment the steam-valve was raised, the en¬ 
gine, amid the acclamations and oud huzzas of a vast 

, ■ ■ 

concourse of people, (who, by some means, having learnt 

the hour in which it was to start, had collected to wit- 

| 

ness the phenomenon,)! went into perfect operation, and 

has proved the embryo of the prosperity and grandeur 
of the western world. 

A 1 event which occurred in consequence of this fortu¬ 
ne result, and deserving a tabular inscription, we men¬ 
tion with great pleasure. Th* 


1 




i 





with moutliwidc ope, distended eyes, 

Gazing with wonder and surprise. 

Like us began to be ndrateiri necks, 

Hpje’er dreaming of the , 

That would to them from it ensue, 

?#Until too late they saw it too;- 

ff 

For farmers more convenient filming 
This new-invented mode oi gfindi ig, 

^ 4 * i * f \ % IF 

That they were higher prices giving 

■*- im' “ J»* ** m 3n„j* m * A m 

r ~ ♦ » • - b 

.« Whan others could, to make a iving; 

^ " i 1 * 1 * • ^ , 

Brought all their grain to this vile mill, 

* 4 " fc » 

J , P • / | 

And let the others! stand stock still; . j 

* *• ,. ' „ ’ m * * y T * - 4 I 

■BU .. ” * if « • _ Jfll * 

% ^ ' P # j ‘ 

St ^ r __ *fa, m JlA- At * ' - • |||». * 4 

* # * V . • 

- • 2 , 

• ^ * # 

* ^ nr_t , ^ % j 

< i. > ■* # 

^ ^ ’ * * » ^ N 

t * **> * , i • • v # « 

^ jBP d * f ll 

ff. ■ # _ r- % 

■ / ■ * ' 

The directors of the Pittsburgh bank, knowing the 
embarras‘e.ci situation of the company, forthwith con¬ 
vened a meeting, and agreed to endorse, and did en- : 
dorse, in their individual capacities, its paper, to an 
amount sufficient to,enable them to carry on their busi¬ 
ness to advantage. What does not such liberality merit,, 
when contrasted with the selfish, contracted, 'avaricious 
conduct of people, who, to .oppose and embarrass, con¬ 
tinue to exclaim, in the face of truth, « it can not, it will 
not, it is impossible that it should do;” till improvements 
*$*fTjj?y e ndons become so generally adopted, they can 
o without them no longer; and then claim them as their 













**' ' 
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Since when, all that by water went, 

Or horses drive, ha’nt earn’d a cent: 

The lands too, ’bout there, in a trice, (cc) 

% * 

Rose most enormously in price; 

And scoundrels, now, there briskly drive, 
Of these fe l mills, no less than five!!! 

Not only with them grinding grain, 

But more, which we narrate with pain: 

. They have applied this steam and fire, 

To grinding glass and drawing wire, 

To mills for tilting and for papers, 

m 

For forging, rolling, and such capers; 

* V 


fee) Previous to this mill’s going into operation, Pitts- 

■ 

burgh had been no market for wheat; but afterwards,on 
the first good sleighing, wheat came from every quarter 
die distance of forty miles. Forty s eds were at one time 
waiting to be unloaded, and ten thousand bushels were 
received in a few days; and the wheat farms soon raised 
fifty per cent in price. Ye cypher-mongers! would ye 

T 

prevent such improvements, by your calumnies and 
false statements? . 







\ 


4 



62 

And ’twenty more will soon be going, 

For ev’ry thing,—all trades undoing, (dd) 

% 

besides, these arts, so bold and daring, 
On nations’ wealth have mighty bearing; 

t 


(dd) This flour-mil started on the 9th of June, 1809, 
since which there have gone into operation, in Pitts- 
burgh alone, besides the engine of twenty horse power 

for grinding grain, one of seventy horse power, for forg- 

* • 

ing, rolling, and slitting iron; one of ten horse power, 

gi~ • m ** * * 

for drawing wire, turning iron, brass, wood, See. and 

* _ 

grinding glass; and two of sixteen horse power each, for 
making paper, tilting shovels, spades, &c. &c. Besides 
which, there are in various parts of the United States, 

- ^ ■* m 

about thirty others, applied to different purposes, in ope¬ 
ration, or are making. But, though this engine, more 
simple in construction, more, powerful in operation, 
-and- not weighing one third as much as the English en¬ 
gine, has been so frequently, and always successfully 
applied to the purposes of manufacturing, it has never 
been introduced to the propelling of boats. And, on the 
other hand, the English engine in this country, has sel¬ 
dom been applied to manufacturing; this predilection, 
undoubtedly, proceeds from primitive introduction. The 

inventors must apply and test their inventions the l- 

« # 

selves, or (hey, most probably, will remain don la it. 
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Commerce they’ve sent to Davy’s pot, 
And all our vessels left to rot; 

Which has our country, like tornadoes, 
Overwhelm’d with foreign renegadoes; 

At home who could find nought - to do, 
And are let loose, heJlabaloo! 

To gain ’mongst us theirIdaily bread, 
’Cause madmen spoiled have their trade; 
And more will hap within few years, 

If congress don’t c|ispel our fears. 

W' 

We should, ere now, been quite o’er-run, 

^ ^ ^ f « * 

But for what Englishmen have done, 

1 " 4 * 

ift % 4^ 

Who saw such engines long ago, 

In England try’d; and swear ’tis true, 
That they were thrown aside as nuisance, 
W’hich no wise man would ever ise 

since, {ee) ' K 



( ee ) Several English engineers declare, that they have 
seen in England, engines on the same principles of the 
Columbian, (the name Mr. Evans has given his) but 
after a Pull trial, they not answering a good purpose, had 

been abandoned, and condemned as useless. Now, its 

% 

• V 


I 


*i 





The great mechanic called Latrobc, 
Prig’d out in scientific robe, 

Has laboured in our cause right hard, 

And well deserves a rich reward: 

For in his prigish} ranting mood, 

His twattle did essential good; 

"When he before phil’sophic band 

Of Philadelphia made his stand: 

< • • 

Standing erect, yes, bending backward, 
His foremost finger pointing upward; 
—The philosophic members star’d, 

At his odd mode, for speech prepar’d; 

4 

* 


he Col m e does go, and answers a great and 

useful pui pose, exceed) g all others yet known, it Is 
proof positive that it could not ever have been com lemn- 

e-I in England, and is consequently not the same. Decla- 
lations like these, are not, however, to be wondered a:, 


I fallible 


men, no inventions, improvements, or original ideas, at 
least possessed of merit, can spring from any other 
quarterof the world, than the « fast anchored isle;” even 
beef, porter, and cheese, without this stam/ h lose not 

only their title to excellence, but even their nourishing 

qualities. ° 
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And silence reign’d, like that of yore. 

For full the space of half an hour. 

At length this solemn silence [broke, 

And thus he to his fellows spoke: 

By great St. Francis roundly swearing, 

Fhat fools become hadlquite too daring; 
That this infernal steam-boat mania, 

Was nothing but humbug insania; 

That boats and waggons ne’er would budge 

ft , » ft • 

\ By steam, and so it was all fudge, 55 


* * 

iff) For the demonstrations respecting the impossi¬ 
bility of propelling boats by the power of steam, see the 

Report of B. H. Latrobe, Esq. as adopted by the Ameri- 

■ 

can Philosophical Society, in Philadelphia, and publish¬ 
ed, in their transactions, under the article of Steam 

v - # * ^ •• ■ 

Engines. . 

This Report was adopted by sections; and that part 
which related to the prevalence of a steam mania, and 
stating the principles of the Columbian steam engine to 
be absurd and futile, was rejected. Query: how much of 
its credit would have been saved, provided they had re¬ 
jected the whole? ' 

F 2 

V 4 - ' i - ' • 

# 

% 

* • It 


m 
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Science profound to them he stated, 

Too deep to be by us related; 

His eloquence the hall resounded, 

The rats beneath the floor were ’stounded; 
The snoring bats from sleep awoke, 

And frogs in ponds dar’d no 1 !: to croak. 
No eric cet chirp’d beneath the hearth, 

t * ^ vr 1 

While his bright eloquence shone forth; 
But when he spoke of nature’s law, 

Owls laugh’d, hooh hook, hooh hooh } hoo 

waugh. b 

4 ft £ 

# m * 

* I ft 

Yet curst steam-boats have run despite, 

' , * ’ ► | ^ ■ J V * 

Of all his philosophic light; 

And much we fear sleam-waggons are, 

-•*' 1 % i 

No mighty distance in the rear. 

Then we must turnpme all our roac s, 

And ’stead of stone lliild turf abodes; 

For where can stone and wood be found, 
If roads and rail-ways thus abound? 
Besides, here ends not half the curses: 

j % > 4 ^ | i ^ 

What will become of carts and horses? 

< f 9 f « ^ 

J 

* 4 

Of oxen, waggons, alnd coach-stages, 

When his fell engine all the rage is? 

| 

i • 


f 
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The western country, as predicted, 
Will to this tyrant be subjected; (gg) 
As by a famous lawyer told, 

Who is all honest, wise, and old, 

When he to congress^wrote a fetter, 
The danger showing of the matter; 

A prolix tale, ofr harm and wrong, 

As David’s Psalms, almost as long; 


(gg) James Ross, Esq. had listened to calumniators, 

\ A -|| * *' I 

exparte, until, (if we are to judge from the letter he 

— * • # ip 

wrote to congress,) he entertained the most horrid ideas 

of the inventor of the Columbian steam engine! though, 

to do him justice, it is believed, had he known the true 
state of facts in their relative circumstances, that if he 
had written at all, his letter would have been of a very 
different tenor. 

* v x ' * * - 

Notwithstanding, lawyers above every other class in 

* • # ' * f 

the community, should know that“ one story is good, 
till another is told.” 

| 

This letter was of a most prodigious and incredible 
length, and went particularly to* caution that body against 
the extending or renewal of Mr. Oliver Evans’ patents, 
lest the whole western country should become subject 
to his unreasonable and exorbitant exactions. 


' * * 


* 
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Though he attention could not get, 
Else we had drove our horse-mills yet. 


Should he but get his boats and i nils, 
Waggons and curs’d" quadruple stills, 

Say but in units, put in use, 

Would they not thousands soon produce? 
Then follows he with calculations, 

And most excessive valuations; 

**• 

For every thousand sav’d, ask' one, 

Or, as he now does, grasp at ten. [( hh) 
Should we not then, with all the nation. 
Keen feel the gripes of his extortion? 

l * m m 

Would all the money in the land, 

Amount to what he might demand? 

And should he once get all the mjpney, 
Where can an honest man get any? 

4 ■_ 

ft 

I 

m 

We now make bold to speculate, 

And do prophetically state, 


4 



Jj 


(AA) Sec the first Art cle of the Appendix, 
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That not a single plow or harrow, 

Ship, boat, mill, hoe, axe, pick, or Jarrow, 

* i #• * 

Scythe, sickle, shovel, waggon, cart, 

Or any implement of art, 

But will such changes undergo, 

4 * 

That those who now live would not know, 

* 

Should they from death resuscitate, («)■ .'.' . 

%. * 

When fifty years have told their date, 

What plan they should adopt for thriving. 

Or even get a scanty living. 

i 

k « » ■ ^ 

# \ 

4 ) 

W 1 1* 

Good friends, we think at this recital, 

_ , - m * 

We see j r ou just in mood to fight all; 
Vowing to touseup this base villain, 

And end th J oppression lie’s such skill in. 



( it ) This perhaps is the most groundless complaint of 

the memorialists; for it is not to be presumed that Satan, 

# 

who, in holy writ, is termed the prince of the power of 
darkness, will give them up from the grave, to recom¬ 
mence their opposition to his agents, as they, in their 
address, have called patentees; he knows his interests 
better. “ A kingdom dividcc against itself, cannot stand * 11 
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Wild, raging at the oversight, 

Of making laws for patent right; 
Declaring they no longer shall, 

Good honest men, like us, enthrall. 
Therefore deem useless further plains, 

To stir and rammer- up your brains, 

As if you were men without sense, 
Whom nothing would or could convince; 

>f 

So we’ll not further tire your patience, 

With what he’s do]|e;lbiit only say, since 

Now you’re work’d to proper spirit, 

■ _ 

For paying him his just aemerit, 

What ’tis he yet intends to do, 

% 

And without doubt will carry through, 
Unless in time he should be stopp’dji^M 

■ - r* *■ “ - ( <• * 

Which is devoutly to be hop’d. 


£ 4 

First , a machine for digging canals, 
Banking marshes, deep’ning channels, 
Filling wharves, andraising low grounds, 

In fact, for like things ’twill have no'bounds; 
All by steam engines to be done, 

, •- ^**a r . , * ** * - . \ 

Whilst lab’ring men must idle run. 
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The second is to distil whiskey, 

(Which makes s<> ne drunk, and others 

frisky.) 

Instead of one still he’ll drive four, 

Using the same heat four times o’er; 

And so contrived is this still, 

* * V 

fflt will itself discharge and fill; 

And by a single course bring o;fT, 

All spirit of the highest proof, 

Free from empyreumatic oils. 

Which in the process from it boils; 
Consume but one fourth part the fuel, 

i - ■ * ‘ > v 

• - 4 • . * 

Will four times more than others do well; 
And whiskey make, (too cheap already) 

Cheaper by far than ever had we; 

m 

Thus drunkards make of all the world. 
And ruin on mankind be hurl d, 

• * 1 • i% jB ^ w i i . 

'■Mi * J •*(,** 4 M ^ • 

* * n , 1 1 ^ 

m d 

V, A Jt * * V ' -m t * ' — * 

Third , steam engines, more powerful 

t * 

Than those in use, yet take less fuel; 
More suitable, by being light, 

To give his boats and waggons flight, 
And by itj would we give our honors, 

W 

* 

Ruin all other engine owners. 
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The fourth, another that shall run, 

By rays collected from the sun!! 

And, without fuel, force maintain, 

Thus ruin them all o’er again! (kk) 

Oh that we now had finish’d all 
The ills that on us he might call; 
Though these alone should him reward, 
With dance on air, in hempen cord; 


m W '* 

(t:k) Specifications for several of those mentioned in the 
Address, have been lodged in the .patent office; and as 
they have never been published, we are at a loss to know, 
how the memorialists came by their knowledge: unless 
Elisha, their agent, when he journeyed to Washington on 

f ^ * 

an ass, to deceive congress with his cyphers, and discom- 

* i i % i HI i 

garrigumfrigate* his arch enemy, the inventor of the 
hopperboy and elevator, obtained them from the patent 

office. 


* Our author, like most modern ones, appears to have an itch 

41 

for new-fangTing or inventing* words, and in this instance, it 
must be acknowledged, that he haslbeen tiuly happy and origi¬ 
nal; for the very sound of this word, carries a <c knock’em down 13 
meaning.—En, 


/ 


* 



* 
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Yet jle, his said, has made prete nsion, 


7’o more than we have time to mention; 


But your attention let’s engage, 


To hear three more,—then storm and ragx 


Theffth 


■m 

The pow’r to fire an hundred shot 


Of largest size, in one short minute!! 


And kill more men than any seen yet! 


The sixth a dreadful gun again, 

• * H % » Jfc « # I W 


To pour out small shot thick 




• ft , * W W 

Could kill us all at musket distance! 


ft f 2 


t 


, , * • , | - v * ^ 

Before we’d time to^ make resistance! 

_ * * « 






\ 


Can you hear this in placid temper, 


* * — ■» 




■ 


And blood not through your body scampet 


^ - * i * - ** p * * * • * ' * ^ " " ff ' , * *' V • ^ 

Don’t men die fast, and much too soon 

m m 


By simply letting them alone? 


Men 


- * , W ■ i * 

r * *# « \ ^ t i 

nee they lie fast enough themselves. 

« . iiL f V % i j * *• 

W — 


Where 


For 


mv.li a me necu mat we can na 
guns to send them to their grave? 

9k ' iaiiiB . 


• « 


G 


v 


j ' 
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Besides, should tyrant Bonaparte 
intrigue with him to get this art; 

Or should he to “ our faith's defender f 
Great George, the same, for money tender, 
They most assuredly would blow up, ./ 
The whole of civilized Europe.— 

Yes, more perhaps, at fate they’d frump it, 
And from its orb the earth quite jump it, * 

j ~ *V * 4 ** r"* * 

Bestride it, spite of all our fears, 

A jack-o-ianthorn, through the spheres* 

* | 9 " 

v - 1 . ' ♦ * ** * 

Again we your assistance urge. 

To help us extirpate this scourge; 

Whose evils, could you know them right, 
You’d find were painted very slight; 

A d if in time you don’t look to it, 

We certain are you’ll one day rue it: 

But if the bud you timely crop, 

T le flow’r and fruit of course will stop. - 






i 


i 
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Can falsehood, lie, or vermin, harbour, 
While cleans’d and smooth’d, by — our 

■m t 

barber: 

• • K i I H * * « m 

Don’t for a moment doubt success, 

* ♦ 

The whole depends on good address; 
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(//) Wh etcver the worship of a deity is known, 
whether among Pagans, Mahometans, Christians or 
Jews, hypocrites are to be found. But perhaps among 

^ lu mt 0 ^ 4 1 

all religious sectaries, none have offered greater oppor¬ 
tunities, or have been more jreqiiently or grossly im¬ 
posed on than that of the friends. The causes for which 

* 

are obvious; viz.. The society, established on the broad 

!■» ^ M _ 

; 8 * * m k '*■ j 

principles of universal jjeace and benevolence, had by 

* - * # 

the constant propriety of its conduct very justly acquired 
the character of an inoffensive, honest and upright peo- 
pie; :hus far, it appeared to approach perfection, nearer 
than any other human association. But the circumstance 

of its having adopted a peculiar language and dress, has, 

* * _ 1 * * 

* * ^ * Y 

as a consequent result, created doifbts, as to its pro- 
priety, in the minds of its most ardent admirers. For it 

■ ■ Jg- ” a __ 

presents an opening for the knave and hypocrite to dis- 

% 

# 

guise, and consummate their iniquitous machinations; for 
the wolf disguised in sheep’s clothing to enter the pale of 
the church, and there aspiring to the highest seats, while 

assuming to teach the sacred doctrines of immutable 


t> 


i 
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fe¬ 



ll 


Should he oppose, yet sure one clown, 
|Can by an hundred be run down; 

Though with his great guns there’s no 

* 









at all at lying; 



truth, to practice all manner of fraud on the innocent 



unwary 


* 


* How far will the conduct 



, square with the conduct 



m a m 9 

e peace and happiness of mankind. 



'OR. 




i 
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p 0 r tliough we do refuse to fight, 


fo vote we hold undoubted right, 


And can at our own will and pleja 


* 

Thwart any govermental measure 


Now hear another, and pe last, 


Which fearfully we tell in haste; 


Th’ infernal seventh, for surely it 


Must first of devils dome: t©: wit, 

W 4 4 _ 


I 

Machines invented by this wretch, 


That set on fire all they can reach; 


Burns men alive, and then it drowns ’em 



Too bad indeed—may ills confound him. 


m f * 

With these he has it in,pis pow’r, 


Grim death on honest men to show’r, 

/ 7 


In ways so cruel bv him made 




To die the bravest are afraid 


* 

And if with money he. is trusted 


* - 

No doubt we shall one day be frust’ed 


* Usexl for v frustrated” 


G 2 


•i 
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With his fell engines,—cldubtless taught 

Wo him by -devils, that are fraught 

With malice to poor feeble clay,. 

Who try to harm ns ev’ry way.. 

For did not poet Milton tell,. 

Such guns were us’d by imps of hell. 

When they made war with hosts of heaven,. 

J I 9 

And into fiery lakes were driven? 

Did he not at the same time say,. 

* 

¥ qk 

That Satan, on a coming, lay, 

9 

h * I ^ ' 

Would, by a fav’rite on the earth-, 

Put all these horrid engines forth 1 ? 

And has not Evans, by Si ? event, 

f * %• % - * ^ 

^ ¥ 

# , —I 9P 

Skew’d he’s (lie imp that Milton meant? 

M m 

m & 


■ 



art, 

And, leagu’dwith* Satan, acts a bad part, 
As sure as witch to go and come quick,. 
E’er rode through air upon a broom-stick,. 
With sprites and de’il's, to dance in kirks,. 
Naked,, excepting thin short sinks? 

For who can doubt what Tam O’Shanter* 











* 




Has told to Rob, the Scottish poet,— 
’Tis (certain true,) for Robbin knew it. 


Tam saw them, in one damp add Bark 
night,. 

Dancing in church, by Jack-o-lant light, 
In pulpit, Old Nick priest-like iray’d, 



Them rantish jigs, which roar’d like thunder, 



To see how old' hags danc’d anljumpt, 
And show’d their s&ankies as they rompt; 


Did writhe and twist, and make sore wails.-. 

- . * 

# . ■ ■ ^ 

As if hot irons burnt their tails;-. 






Not reaching quite ad own her middle, 

f Jr jft m. 

(So tlrest they dance to pipes and fiddle;) 


mm 





fairy wise, 





> 
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Bjit Tam had learn’d in younger clays, 
That running)! streams stop de’ils always; 





■A 

m § 
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You’d stay so late from home, and driftk 
And never of your fam’ly tljink; 

Yojl’fl ne’er believe in witch 'or devils, 

But now, convinced, you’ll shun such evils. 

% v I 

Good friends pray pardon this digression, 

* 

From the right subject of discussion; 

We thought Tam’s story was of great use, 
To show what devils hell has let loose. 

ip # 


Now let us crusft this growing evil, 

■* 

Planted and water’d by me devil; 

m — 

Unite our talents oratorial, . 

M * m i 7 * It *_ 1 

4 - * / » 4 ' t 

To congress send a snug memorial, 

Gather as thick as locusts round, 

• ^ / 

, To teaze and pest, and them confound; 

And certainly we’ll fee victorious, 

And save our money; Oh, how glorious! 

* 

m 

» % • $ 

So we’ll conclude, most loving brothers, 

^ f 

J. Wordington, E. T-son, Isaac, and others. 
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Note to, Page 68. 


When merchandize and passengers shall be carried 


by these improved steam boats from New Orleans up. 
the Mississippi} and its tributary streams* even to Pitts¬ 
burg, for half the expense that they can either be by the 
steam boats at present in use, or fcjy waggons over land 

'* , * / *% ” f A *4'^# 

from the Atlantic cities, and these boats return deep 

laden with the products of tie country;—when the want 

* 

of water falls, which is the great barrier to mani factor¬ 
ing, and the principal objection to the western colmtry, 

shall be completely obviated, or remedied, by the gene- 

* ^ 

• i > -W 

ral introduction of the simple and cheap Columbian 

m * *“ 4 * 

Steam Engine, which will also furnish the means of 

4 ' ff #i 

every species of manufacture, such as grinding the 
grain, and sawing the timber of the country: , 

* | * t m, 

Whep their grain' shall be distilled into high proof 
spirit at one operation, by these quadruple stills, thus 
1c niny he expense of the transporiation of the crude 
material to a mere trifle;—when waggons, driven by 
steam, shall transport passengers and the products of 
the interior with great despatch to mautime markets,— 

H '• ^M\ ; 
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who can conceive tl-e great rise in the value of every 

nan’s land throughout the whole western country, and 
especially those adjacent to navigable waters? Who can 
form any conception of the vast benefits that must ac¬ 
crue? The millions of dollars, could they be aggregated, 

i 

would astonish the calculator. 

The memorialists say, one dollar out of every Bun- 
ired would make the inventor as Croesus rich. Yes, one 
-from each one thousand dollars, or each ten thousand 

m « I ' g| m * * * m 

is a greater sum, if the advantages of his improvement 

be taken into general view', than ever he asked, or will 

—■ «• \ * » ."*• ,*■ '. " * 

ever ask. It is a fact, that Mr. Evans and his son tof 

f fc 

Pittsburg, did petition congress in 1811, to limit their 
demands so as never to exceed three per cent, interest 
on the sums that could be saved by the use of their 
machines, over an<| above tne ol|l method, or without 
them, and this to exfenSto all the patents they ever 

* * J&P ® 9 ^ ■< 

have, or ever shall take out, on condition that they 
would grant patentees their protection for twenty-eight 
years instead of fourteen, which woufc enable them, 
as wel as all patentees, at least where their plans were 
plausible, to obtain the necessary aid to put their inven- 
1 (1 eration. This nree per cent, ^on the savings 

-from the manufacture of flour, by the use of his im¬ 
provements, would amount, during the patent term, to 
ten times the sum he has ever demanded for the im¬ 
provement, and v far exceed the price he could 
think of dt manding for any of the improvements he has 
specified, which are numerous and important, and will 
■viost probably, as the laws now are, remain) with a va^ 
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number of ot lers, in the patent office; which would be 

1 \ 

a circumstance of great elation to such men as the me* 

morialists, who, though sordid, selfish, and contracted 

# 

in their principles and opinions, have great influence on 
society, and have, by their duplicity, misrepresentations, 
and suppressions, created doubts in the mints of many 
people, and even of congress itself, whether it be proper 
and politic to lengthen out the patent term to twenty- 

* fe 

eight years, and whether the public good would be pro¬ 
moted commensurate with such privileges. Thus, while 
this hesitating system is pursued, the most important 
discoveries are suppressed, and the public are deprived 
of the immense advantages that must necessarily result 
if they would hold out the necessary, encouragement to 

* i 

i # 

induce inventors to disclose their important plans, and 

^ « £ «*P + . m W -E 

enable them to put'them in-operation. 

Since the commencement of time, inventors have been 

robbed of their labours. Their ingenious productions, no 

| 

matter howmomenlous to their existence, have been con¬ 
sidered and treated as public or common property, and it. 

is extremely difficult to convince the interested multi- 

^ * 

* 

tude that these people (the inventors) have rights as well 
as any other class of the community. Hence, they can¬ 
not obtain justice, and it is doubtful whether they ever 
will, unless the people can be brought to see the por¬ 
tion of evil they, by such means, entail on posterity, 
and reform such glaring injustice, ffif those who oppose 
■mjj o ements in the arts, would relied on the astonish¬ 


ing slow progress civilization has made, since the pe¬ 
riods in which we can revert to with any degree of cer- 
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lainty; if they would take into consideration, the once 

barbarous condition of mankind, and their present state 

« 

of refinement, and then know that all this progress, this 
refinement and civilization, has resulted from the labours 
of inventors, discoverers and projectors, they would Tbe- 
lieve, that the present condition of man could be greatly 
benefited by only doing strict justice; they would sec 
the sources from whence it was to flow, and instead of 
embarrassing and hindering, they would cheerfully aid 
and assist, and thus endeavour to discharge their duty 

i * 

to posterity. : - 

■m * - * * i 

The true and original ogject of the social compact, 

• ■ “ * # . - 

was to encourage and foster improvements, increase 

* * § 1 * 

r m —^ 

prosperity, concentrate efficient resources, and furnish 
the necessaries and conveniences of life, by securing 
to individuals, en slifiulation , the fruits and benefits of 
their own labours, cares and industry. Yet by the patent 
laws this compact is violated. The portion of the com- 

- m 

rnunity ■who make improvements for the public benefit, 
are only secured in their labour for fourteen years, 
while those who are only capable of imitating, are se¬ 
cured in the fruits of their labours for ever. The capable 
man discouraged, the incapable man encouraged 1 Did 
ever a greater absurdity exist? How can it be accounted 
for? I answer, the inventors are too few to have any 
weight in society; jthey have neither strength nor ini u- 
ence sufficient to support their rights in legislation; but 
they aie like the bee, which, with great ingenuity, in¬ 
vents its little ceils; with studiousj care artfully extracts 
the honey from the flower, and thoughtful of the future, 
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with unexampled industry, labours to promote the pros? 
perity and happiness of the commonwealth—and to what 
purpose? To invite, to his certain destruction, the ag¬ 
gression of insects, beasts and men!! 

The property of inventors is likewise preyed on, and 
they would be seized on for slaves; but all the powers 
of despotism cannot compel a man to make one useful 
discovery: where slavery is imposed, and despotism 
holds hideous and undisputed reign, genius, affrighted, 
flies, and ignorance, bigotry and barbarity supply its 
place. Can it be expected that a man will exert himself 
to make any important and useful' improvement, when 
he knows that as soon as he has completed it, the profits 
or advantages of it are to be filched or taken from him; 
or should he surrender it gratuitously to the public, he 

m 4 W 1 % * 

is, on account of his own superior talents and abilities, 
to receive all the insults, jeers, and contempt of the 

P ’ 

despicable invidious, who will exult in his misfortunes 
and poverty, and maliciously insult him at all opportu¬ 
nities? 

No; a wise man will be cautious never to let it be 
known that he has conceived a new and useful idea of 

f I ^ 

any improvement; it lessens his credit next to a bank¬ 
ruptcy; he is deemed a fool or madman for having en¬ 
tered the path to ruin, and no ione, who by industry ob¬ 
tains a living, or has acquired a fortune, will credit him; 
and should he, being in distress, apply to any for relief 
IX must be to one who inherits by legacy.—E dit. 

H 2 












Extract from The Weekly Register , published at 

Baltimore. 


0||HE MtL IMPROVEMENTS. 

> _ m ^ 

The following’ petition was presented al the 1st Session 

of 9th Congress—1807—8. 


To the honourable, the 

Congress of the United States. 

The petition of Oliver Evans humbly sheweth, that 

■m 

vour petitioner, in pursuance of the act of congress, en- 

- * * t r 

titled “ An act to promote the progress of the useful 

* . I # 1 4 

arts,” obtained a patent for his improvements in the art 
of manufacturing flour and meal, well known to be use¬ 
ful in this country. 

That relying on the validity of fiis said patent, your 
petitioner expended much in publishing and dissemi¬ 
nating his sail 1 improvements^ travelling either himself 
or by his agents, for 13 years in the United States, from, 
state to state, and from mill ,o mill, to instruct workmen 
to make, and lillers to use his said improvements. And 
in this way has been expended the small fees which he 


received from those who have generously and freely pai( 
loi his license to use his said improvements. Thai 
many others have, without his license, and contrary tf 
the true intent of the said act, constructed and used his 


said improvements, and continue to withhold from your 
petiiioncr, all the profits of his labors as well as all the 



r 
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rewards which the said act contemplated to secure t© 
him for his useful discovery. 

Your petitioner [lid appeal to the laws for redress 
against these intruders of his rights, and a case 6,eing 
brought before the honorable the judges of fihe Circuit 
Court of the United States, for the Pennsylvania dis¬ 
trict, he there pleading his exclusive righft to the im- 
provements by virtue of his patent: But the validity of 
his patent was there and then disputed by tile defen¬ 
dants, and after a patient hearing of the arguments on' 
both sides, and a full investigation having been made, 
the honorable judges did unanimously agree in a deci¬ 
sion, that your petitioner’s patent being deficient in 
form, is insufficient, invalid and void of itself, and thus 

ll M 

• * 

your petitioner, without ariy fault on his part, is de¬ 
prived of all means of recovering what is so justly due 

* * 

to him. The above decision having been made at Phila- 

m 

delphia on the 23d day of October, 1807, your peti¬ 
tioner’s counsel instructelihim to proceed without delay 
to obtain a good patent for his said improvements, to be 
of due form and good in law, to which your petitioner is 

§ m . m f * 

justly entitled,* having on his part, in the first instance, 
performed all that was required of him by the said act; 
but has never receive® a patent securing to him his 
rights as intended by tpe said act. Your petitioner pro¬ 
ceeding accordingly, has paid thirty dollars into the 

- T t “ 

treasury of the United States, presented his petition to 
the secretary of state, filed specifications, explanations 
and drawings of his original improvements, including 

also the additional improvements that he has made 


♦ 


92 


thereon, in the office of the secretary of state, agreea¬ 
bly to the said act. But, to the great disappointment and 
mortification pf vour petitioner, the secretary of state is 
of opinion, that he is not authorised to grant the patent, 

* 4 

and your petitioner is eft without remedy. Your peti¬ 
tioner prays that the secretary of state be authorised to 
grant the patent, or such other relief as the justice of 

d ** * ( ** 1 / # * • ! / ■ • * 

his case and the utility of his improvements merit, and 
the public good] require—such as you in your wisdom 
shall deem right: and your petitioner will, as he shall be 
enabled, and it may become his interest, put in opera¬ 
tion other more useful improvements by him invented 

<w 

and discovered: part of which he attempted to make 

■ i * a 

, # 

known some time ago, by publishing their principles in 

m ** • 

a new work. 

(Signed) OILIVER EVANS. 


An act for the relief of Oliver Evans. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives of the United States of America , in Congress as- 
semdled , That it shall and may be lawful for the secre¬ 
tary of state on application in writing by Oliver Evans, 
to cause let s patent to be made out in the manner 
prescribed by the act entitled, u An act to promote the 
progress ol useful arts, and to repeal the act heretofore 

f ' ? h puipnsiV* thereby granting to said Oliver 

Evans, his heirs, execute s, administrators and assigns, 
foi a Lei in not exceeding fourteen years, the full anc ex- 
elusive right and liberty of making, constructing, using; 
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and vending to be used, his invention, discovery and «1X- 

Yirnts in'the arts of manufacturing flour and mea , 
TldTn the several machines which he has discovered, 
invented, improved and applied to that purpose: Pro¬ 
vided, That no person who may have heretoWe pale 

the said Oliver Evans for license to use fits 
provements shall be obliged to renew said license, or e 

subject to damages for not renewing the same: n 
provided also , That no person who shall have used the 
said improvements or have erected the same for 
before the issuing of the said patent, shall be liable to 

damages therefor. 

M. B. VARNUM, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

GEO. CLiNTON, 

* ( ' 4 v r 

Vice-President of the United States , and 

* ’ m 3 ‘ * 

President of the Senate. 

January 2*1, 1808. ; 

Approved, TH* 

[Laws of the United States—vol. 9, chap. xiii. p. 20. j 


Oliver Evans, 'laintiff, ")[Circuit Court tor the 4th circuit 

<t is. C of the United States, Maryland 

Saml. Robinson, Def’t. ,^1’ District, November term, 1812. 

4 #■ 

This was an actijon on the case, t’or the infringement 
of a patent right. 

■ 

The declaration contained four counts.—The first 


recited the substance of the act of congress, entitled 

“an act for the relief of Oliver Evans.” passed 21st 


* 
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Jan 1 aryj 1808; of he petition of the patentee to the 

secretary of state; of the specification and descriptionjkf 

the invention annexed to the petition. «nd of the letters 

patent am schedule making pan thereof. It a so con- 
0 * 

tamed a concise statement of the plaintiff’s improve¬ 
ments in the art of manufacturing f our and meal; which 
comprehend certain principles* made to operate through 
the agency of various machines. The first principle con- 
^ 1 1 h livision of he grain or any granulated or 

pulverized substance* in elevating and conveying the 

same from place to place, in small, separate parcels, in 
spreading, stirring, :urning and gathering the same, by 
regular and constant motion, so as to subject the sai e 
to artificial heat and the full action of the air to cool and 
dry the same, when necessary to avoid danger from fer¬ 
mentation, and to prevent insects from depositing their 

eggs during the progress of the manufacture. The se- 

%, i * ^ - # I ^ 

cond principle consists in t|e application of the power 
which moves the mill .or other principal machine to 
work any machinery; which may be used to apply the 
same principles or perform the said operations by con¬ 
stant motion and rotation to save expense and labor. It 
gpqpeded to state that the machinery invented and used 
for applying the aforesaid principles consisted of an im¬ 
proved elevator , an improved conveyor , an improved 
hojijier boy , an improved drill } and an improved kiln 
dryer. This c unt further alleged that the plaintiff had 
complied with the several provisions prescribed >y the 
acts of congress on the subject of patent rights; and con¬ 
cluded with slating the breach to consist in the defen- 
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dant*s having used the plaintiff’s said improvements; 
without a license. The second count stated the breach 
to consist in using machines, which were an imitation 
and resemblance of those invented by the plait tiff. The 
third stated the breach to consist in using part of the 
said improvements , to wit, the elevator , conveyor , hopper - 

boy , and drill. And the fourth stated the breach to con¬ 
sist in using part of said improvements , c tfc. 

T ie defendant put in the plea of not guilty. 

No notice was given l)y the defendant of an intention 
to prove any special matter; but the want of notice was 
waved by the plaintiff, antff the range of tlestimony was 
agreed to be unlimited. 

The plaintiff, having produced in evidence, the act 

■ * t 

v 

passed for his relief, and the patent issued in conformity 
thereto, proved notice thereof to |he delendaiffl; prior to 
the breach complained of; and that the defendant used 
the elevator, conveyor and hopper-boy invented by the 
plaintiff, in his mill in Montgomery county, Maryland* 
driving one pair of mill stones, and grinding twelve bar- 

^ » 4 

rels of flour in twenty-four hours. The witnesses on both 

sides, who knew any thing of the origin or progress of 

“ * *• 

the discovery, united in proving that the plaintiff was 
the original inventor ol hisjpate Sted i^^yovements; and 
all bore testimony to the immense^ 


perfection of the invention. 
Messrs. Pinkney , Harper ai d 

fijjr the plaintiff. 

* 

Messrs. Martin , Purviance , 


1 


Williams were counsel 




r 






m 


i 


This case was elaborately, learnedly and eloquently 

argued. T1 )c leading cases on patent rights for new in. 
ventioi#i were adduced; and the law on that subject fully 
discussed. Any attempt to report some ofthe arguments, 

pronounced on the occasion, would afford a very inacfe. 

* 

quate conception of their force and I rilliancy. On the 
part of the plaintiff, they convinced and delighted all 
who heard them. They demonstrated conclusive. y his 
right, as inventor, to his patented improvements; de¬ 
picted in severe and glowing colors Ihe depravity and 
baseness of those who had combined to defraud him of 

W 

the fruits of his ingenuity; maintained his claims and 

_ 0 , * _ 

pretensions beyond all controversy, and established his 

■i f 

genius and merits on an exalted and triumphant emi¬ 
nence. 


The following brief statement was furnished to Mr. Oliver 
Evans , by his counsel , for the purpose of exhibiting to 

* m 9 m # 

the Committees of Congress^ appointed on the subject of 
his patent right—The hon. Judge Duvall , in his test /- 

m 

mony , before the Committee of the Senate of the United 
States , confirmed it; and has observed that he did not 
Consider this representation so full in favor of Mr. 
Evans, as the evidence warranted: 


At the last (November) term of the Circuit Court of 
the United States, in Baltimore, several actions came to 
trial, which had been hroyght by Oliver Kvans against 
different persons, for infringing his patent right, by 
jLising his mill machinery without his permission. 


A 


■ 


i 
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* 


The mil ers near Baltimore, with the Ellicotts and 

Tysons at their head, made common cause with the 

m u ♦ 

defendants. The (defence set up was that Evans'was not 
the original inventor of the machines, for which he had 
obtained the patent. To support t|iis defence witnesses 
were summoned from various and distant places, parti¬ 
cularly from the neighborhood of Christiana, in thje state 

v ‘ ... jt\ 

of Delaware, where Evans resided at the time when, as 

* 1 _ „ *' < 
he alleges, the invention tobk place. The causes were 


twice continued, on the application of the defendants, to 

give them an opportunity of procuring the attendance of 

^ . . . _ 

all their witnesses. All did attend at the trial. 

The machines in question were, the conveyor, the 

% r m ~ <9 m 

W * * * — -■ - 

elevator and the hopper boy. Evans* patent included 

^ ^ m Jr fc, 

others, but they are not in general use, and had not 


been used by the defendants. As to the conveyor, the 

_ _ - m * 

proof was, that Jonathan Ellicott, previous to the inven¬ 
tion of Oliver Evans, had invented and used a machine 


n * 

something like the conveyor of Evans; but it was proved, 
on the part of Evans, that his conveyor differed essen- 

* A * 

tially from that of Ellicott, was an improvement on it, 
and was much better adapted to the purpose to which 
Evans applied it. It was also proved, that Ellicott had 

Mi • r fc tm • 

never applied his machine to that purpose, until the ap¬ 
plication was made and practised by Evans; who, conse¬ 
quently, not only improved the machine in a new and 
useful manner, but invented a new and useful application 
of it, when so improvec; making thereby a new anti use- 

lul improvement in the a t of manufacturing flour. 


jgf 

m 


4 
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• n 


The elevator came next in question-—Here 


of 


j auntie. 

thing resembling an elevator, that had formerly been 
1 


used 


Europe, or proposed to be 


appeared that nohe of those machines 


raising 


ft for that purpose 


0 

raising of meal or grain 


Evans 


Ify different, and a great improvement 


manufacture 


0 

flour, Hit was extrei rely useful for that purpose. They 


miller, from the state of Delawai 


m i w > ' ^ 

* * 

and flour might be raised by a machine 


him 


make an elevator similar 


• A i . / 

complete. But'Stroud declared, that he never should 


information 


/ - ! - w- » w i | 

from Evans; and it was proved on the part of Evans 

_ _ * _ * — * * k _ ^ 

^ 1 1 W * V 1 V mm 


J * ™ —* W ft ft tj A 

pr , p ; * 

that he had invented his elevator and made a complete 

1 i /N # « A _ . 


model 


Stroud’s was made. On this head 


* ^ ii 

Stroud was so well satisfied that lie purchased a license 

\ * • - 


from 


improvements 


As 


The defendant gave evidence, 


Mar 


ilerl) 


Evans* discoveries, ( 


imperfect machine, for the purpose to which Evans an- 
— * ■ * * „ » " 


Mar 


duccd as witnesses^ proved thcit their 


t 


machine 


answer the purpose, o i account of several essential dc 

% *■ 

Jr * ^ 4 


% 


\ 
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feels in its principle and construction, and that as soon 
as that of Evans, which was very different and very com¬ 
plete, made its appearance, they adopted it, by license 
from him, and threw aside their own. A 1 these machines 
were admirably combined in an original and uselul man 
ner by the patentee. 

The defendants, thus defeated on the evidence, nejt 
attacked the case on the construction, and even the con¬ 
stitutionality of the act of congress; but the court, com¬ 
posed of Mr. Duvall, a judge of the Supreme Court, and 
Mr. Houston, the district judge, decided against them 
on every point. They then gave up the defence, and 
confined all their evidence to the mitigation of damages. 
The jury found a verdict of 1850 dollars for the plaintiff 
in the first case, who declined demanding the treble 

ft » ’ . * 

m t 

damages allowed by law. The defendants* in all the sub- 

wmt m 4 m f 

sequent cases which came to trial, to the number of 
four, confined themselves entirely to excuses in mitiga¬ 
tion of damages. In all the cases there were verdicts for 

% 

the plaintiff, with ample damages, which gave universal 
satisfaction. 

• j - v * t* 

The special act of congress, it will be observed, under 

i f 

m .4* * S ' 

which the patent, in controversy, was granted, gives a 
right of action against such persons only as have used, 

ft 

since its passage, or may hereafter use the machines, 
without having purchased license therefor. All who paid 
under the former defective patent are expressly protect¬ 
ed; nor can there be any recovery for using the machines 

prior to the present patent, even without having paid for 

1 

them. The special act is not retrospective in its opera- 
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tionJ or in the construction put upon it by the patentee 


and his counsel. 

Evans, to shew the utility, as well as originality of his 

improvements, produced at the trial many respectable 

witnesses, and read the following ce tifi'cates froti the 
Messrs. F. licotts, near Baltimore, the mos skilful mill¬ 
wrights, and experienced millers In this, or perhaps any 
part o the United States: 

“ We do certify that we have erected Oliver Evans’ 
“ new invented mode of elevating, conveying and cool¬ 
ing meal, &c. As far as we have experienced, we have 
u found them to answer a valuable purpose, well worthy 
“ the attention of any person, concerned in merchant or 

* * * m * ' * _ y 

“ even extensive country mills, who wishes to lessen 

£ ' the labour arid expense of manufacturing wheat into 
££ flour.” • - > ■ 


(Signed) JOHN ELLICOTT, 

JONATHAN ELLICOTT, 
GEORGE EfflLICOTT, 

NATHANIEL ELLICOTT.” 

xLllicott s mills , Baltimore county , 

State of Maryland.^ Aug . 4, 1790. C 


Respecting the utility of these machines and improve¬ 
ments, it was fully proved, that in a mill which can 
manufacture twenty barrels of flour a day, r they save 
at least three hundred dollars a year, in labour alone; 

that the operation is more perfectly performed and with 

less waste; that more work can be done by the same mill, 


fifty 
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gain to the miller on each barrel; that the saving upon 
the whole, in such a mill, upon the most moderate cdm- 

putation, amounts to twelve hundred dollars a year, pro- 

* 

bably much more; and that no mill, without these im= 

provements, can be employed in competition with such 
as have them. 

We were counsel for Mr. Oliver Evans in these cases, 
and have given this statement at his request. We certify 
it to be true, and have no doubt that the Judges, who 
heard the causes, if applied to, will confirm it. 

ROBERT G. HARPER, 

NATHANIEL WILLIAMS. 

Baltimore, January 16 , 1813 . 


m ° f t addn ° Sii **. Wm - E .g. attorney 

general of the United State., one of Mr. E-uanJ 


Mr. Williams. 


Dear Sir 


Januar 


} find the statement “gned by you and Mr. Hamer 
relating to the trials, at the -last session of the dm J, 

court, for Maryland, of Mr. CMiW _, ' 


j - ml uucr 

to make use of this note as a proof of 

tencc in that statement. 

I ar, •„ dear sir, your faithful and oh, 


to be 

think fit. 


(Signed) 


Williams 


WILLIAM PINKNEY" 
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j n the progress of this cause, the defendant’s counsel 

contended, before the court— 

That the letters patent granted in this case, were not 

Cl nformably with the act 'of congress, passed for the 
plaintiff’s relief. That the declaration did not Correa- 
pond with the proof, as, in the construction of the de- 
fendanVs counsel, the breach was alleged to consist m 
the use of machines, whereas the patent corn ehended 
the discovery of principles, as well as i machines. That 
the plaintiff was not entitled to a patent for the conveyor, 
inasmuch as J. Ellicott had previously invented a screw 
to mix flour, although the plaintiff’s conveyor was dif¬ 
ferently constructed from Ellicott’s screw, and applied 
to a different purpose. That the defendant was not liable 
to pay for using the machinery in question, it having 
been erected before the passage of the special act, 01 

A 

the grant of letters patent to the plaintiff, and after the 
cjjplratio i of the former letters patent, when it was not 
unlawful to erect or use the same. And last y, thait the 

9 « I ‘ 4gf 

; lor Oliver Evans’ relief was exfiost facto; that it 
impaired the obligation of contracts, and was therefore 
unconstitutional, he having obtained letters patent in 
179 u for the same improvements, which had expired 
before the act aforesaid was passed; it not altering the 
case that the first patent was 'declared, ju licially, to be 

null and void for defect of form. 

The court (jiioges Duvall and Houston) declared, that 

the letters patent in controversy, were issued conform- 

* 

able to law. That the declaration was good and sufficient 

to maintain the plaintiff's case, as established in proof; 
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some of the counts alleging that the defendant used the 

patented improvements generally, and others, part of 
the improvements. That the plaintiff’s conveydr being 
a new and useful improvement of the continued spira 
’ screw, and applied to a new and useful purpose, entitled 
him to a patent for his improved conveyoj. That the 
second proviso in the act for Evans’ relief, passed the 
twenty-first of January, 1808 , protected the defendant 
from any liability to pay damages for using the machi¬ 
nery without a license, previous to'the granting of the 
patent, but not for any subsequent use. And lat in the 
opinion of the court, the act referred to, is not an expost 
facto law, for that relates to criminal cases only; that it 

■ , '§ m 

does not impair the obligation of contracts, or interfere 
widi any rights previously acquired by the community; 

^ * ** iL.. * % % 

-hat on the contrary, the legislature has evinced its at- 
■ ention to individual rights, by exempting, in a special 
proviso, all persons from the obligation to renew a license* 
purchased under the former patent; that congress have 
the exclusive right by the constitution, to limit the times 
for which a patent right shall be granted, anti are not 
restrained from renewing a patent or prolonging the 
time of its continuance; more especially in the present 

I ,*»•'****' *1 

case, where the patent granted in the first instance had 
been decided, by judicial authority, to be null and void, 
on account of some defect in the patent. 

The jury brought in a verdict of eighteen hundred and 
fifty dollars damages. 

N. i. These damages were given for four years and. 
nine months’ use of the machinery, covering all the timfe, 



104 


by consent of parties, up to the period of trial; and for i < 

right to use the machinery in future without limitation 
of time> 

The secor|d case which was tried, was against Charles 
C. Jones, in which the verdict was for one thousand dol¬ 
lars^ damages; with the same agreement, as to license, 
as in the preceding verdict. 


The following concise notice appeared in the papers , 
shortly after the termination of Evans * suits. 

IMPORTANT LAW CASE. 

* 

' On the 3d of December, 18|2, came on an interesting 
trial before judges Duval and Houston, in the circuit 
court of the United States, for the Maryland district 
between Oliver Evans, plaintiff, and Samuel Robinson, 
defendant, which continued four days. 

Messrs. Pinkney, Harper and Williams, were counsel 

for the plaintiff. 

1 t 

• * N * • * * 

Messrs. Martin, Purviance, Dorsey and Pendleton, 
were counsel for the defendant. 

#■ 

The controversy arose on an infringement by the de¬ 
fendant of a patent right secured to the plaintiff under a 
special act of congress, for his improvements in the art 
of manufacturing flour and meal, and in certain machines 
which he had invented, improved, and applied to that 
purpose—which machines are called, an elevator, con- 
veyo ’, hojiper-boy, 8cc. Various questions of law were 
raised by the defendant's counsel on the constitutionality 
of the law, thp regularity of the patent, the pleadings in 
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the case, &c. all which were decided in favour of the plain¬ 
tiff. Witnesses weie collected from distant and various 
places with a view to prove that the plaintiff was not the 

original inventor of the improvements for which he had 
obtained a patent, or of some part of them. And sundry 
plates repr ting hydraulic machines, which were 
heietofoie in use, and in some degree resembling the 
plaintiffs elevator, were produced for the purpose of 
showing that he was not the inventor of that machine. 

a> t he succeeded in establishing his pretensions to 
that and every other part of his patented improvements, 


including his conveyor, the invention of which was con 

m m « — m . _■ j* * .r 


him by Mr __ 

* V A 

that his inventions in the art of milling, caused a saving 

of one half the labour; manufactured the flour better; 

#■ * 

and produced moreover a gain in the quantity equal to 
at least Jifty cents on each barrel; besides various other 
profits and advantages. ... 

At the c ose of the trial the defendant’s counsel aban- 

f * # 

p # # 4 

doned the defence, as untenable, and addressed the jury 

briefly on the subject of damages. 

w 

Great ingenuity, learning and eloquence were display¬ 
ed in the progress of the cause. And the distinguished 
genius and merits of the patentee were rendered con- 

ft * a m 

spicuous and convincing by the testimony and arguments 
adduced. The jury brought in a verdict of one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty dollars damages 


[T1 


mill is 


Montgomery 


grinds 


% 


1 


106 


vels per day, 


day, and has the machinery to one pair of stones 


only. 



t 


There were verdicts in three 


ive universal satisfaction.} 


damages, which appeared to gn' 


The Memorial of John Worthington, Elisha Tyson'aXf, 


others against Oliver Emins. 

To the Senate and House of Re >resentatives 
of the United States of Amevica. 


Your memorialists humbly beg leave to represent— 
That your honourable body, on the 21st of January, 
1808, passed an act authorising the secretary of state, 


“on application in writing of Oliver Evans, to cause 


letters patent to be made out in the manner and form 


prescribed by the act entitled, ‘ an act to iromdtethe 
progress of useful arts, and to repeal the act heretofore 
made for that purpose,’ thereby granting to said Oliver 
Evans, his heirs, executors, administrators and jassigns, 
for a term not exceeding fourteen years, the full and 
exclusive right and liberty |of making, constru ting, 
using and vending to be used,jiis invention, discovery 
and improvements in the art of manufacturing lour and ( 
meal, and in the several machines which he has disco- 
vehed, invented, improved, and applied to that purpose. 



in full operation; and that, by means of them, the paten¬ 
tee is exercising a most grievous oppression over the 
citizens of the United States; more especially, over 


9 
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those who are immediately engaged in the manufacture 
©f flour. 

Your memorialists, in any ordinary case, would be the 
last to remonstrate against benefits which the legislature 
©f their country might think proper to confer upon any 
individual; but Believing, as they do, thaLyour honour¬ 
able body, when you consented to pass the act of January, 
i808, in favour of Mr. Evans, were deceived by artful 
representations of merit; and knowing a so that Mr. 
Evans has used his patent for purposes in which it could 

M 

never have been intended to give him aid, your memo- 

* ' f 

rialists feel confidently assured,, that congress will not 

m » a. _ Mi 

* * 4P '* 4 M. ' & 

* ' - P 

hesitate to reconsider the grounds of their former grant, 

* , W * l %* * » * . - ■ ' «io „ * 

and to do impartial justice between Mr. Evans and the 

* . 7 \ * ■ * ■ * + * 

rest of his fellow-citizens. . 

- j . » . - , i r i * # 

i * 4 t 4 , ‘ f * ' 

W * * 4 m ” ' , Wm mm . I I <• 

Your memorialists have understood and mey have 
ao doubt of the fact, that when congress undertook to 
renew Mr. Evans’ monopoly, they were industriously 
made to believe that lie was the inventor of all the ma- 
chines for which he solicited, and obtained his patent. 

iJEP " + 9 + « % • f , * • 

In this your honourable body were most grossly cleceiv- 

* ♦ 9 1 * • • « f * h * # V • # * t 

ed. Many oi your memorialists have just witnessed the 

ft I 

progress oi several trials hat took place at the last term 
©f the circuit court at Baltimore, in actions instituted by 
Mr. Evans for iiifringments on his patent rights; although 
the result of those trials was such as must give alarm to 
every man who has dared to think of opposing this ex- 
©rbitant monopolist, yet did they piv ve most incontesta- 
b y, by the investigations to which they led, that Mr. 
Evans was not th )riginal inventor of any one of his 
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patented machine*. Your memorialists entreat the pa¬ 
tience of your honourable body, while they briefly detail 
the testimony relating to this question, such as it ap¬ 
peared before the circuit court, and such as it can again 
be exhibited whenever your honourable body may think 
pToperto require it. The machines which form the sub¬ 
ject of Mr. Evans* patent, are the (( conveyor,** the 
u elevator,” the li hopper-boy,” and the u drill.” For 
greater perspicuity we will state the testimony as ap¬ 
plied to each machine in successive order. 

1st, The conveyor—It was proved that Jonathan Elli- 
cott, of Baltimore county, was the first inventor of this 
machine. He had it erected in his mill some time before 
the year 1786, and applied it to all its present uses. He 
showed it to Oliver Evans, who was highly pleased with 
its operation. He said, it was all that was necessary to 
complete his machinery; that he had long desired to 
have such a machine but could not devise one; and finally 
in consideration that Jonathan Ellicott would permit 

him io attach it to his elevator and hopper-boy,fiOliver 
Evans gave him a perpetual 1 cense to use the last. 

2d, The elevator—-This machine has been invent¬ 
ed nearly a century and a half. There are books, a hun- 
died years old, that exhibit it (applied to hydraulic pur¬ 
poses.) The saipe in principle, form, dimensions and 

materials with the elevator now claimed by Oliver Evans 
as his original invention. 


3d, 7'he hopfper-bcy 


mac) inc upon the same 


ciple with « diver Evans* aliegec hopper-boy, worked 


manner 
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meal, and producing the same c feet, although not as 
beneficially, was invented by Edward Marshall, of Dela¬ 
ware, and set to work in his mill before the time oi 
Oliver Evans’s supposed discovery. Mr. Evans lived in 

the neighbourhood of this inver tion. 

4th, The drill—The invention of this machine did not 
come in question before the circuit court, but it is sus- 

| m '%m ^ J#* , 

ceptible -of undeniable proof that Jonathan Ellicott, be¬ 
fore referred to*, was the inventor of it as well as the 

conveyor. \ 

Thus it appears that Mr. Evans’s merit as an inventor, 
in no respects corresponds with the artful and imposing 
representations by which your ho lourable x>ody were 
induced to grant him your protection for a second term. 

of fourteen years. So far from having invented all these 

* w 

machines, he was not the original inventor of any one of 

* " % * . * * ’ *. * l' _ 

them. Your memorialists, therefore, might here rest 

* i 

their petition; but they think it proper to notice the 
other grounds of Mr. Evans’s pretensions. These are, 
first that he has invented useful improvements in the 
structure of the several machines secure! fry his {latent; 
and, secondly, that he was the first who applied those 

machines to their new use in mills. 

The “ conveyor” and “ hopperboy” are the only ma¬ 
chines in which Mr. Evans will now attempt to shew 
i jjy[ fig has mat e any improvement. Xn the elevatoi and 

ftrill he has not made even an alteration. 

1st. Then, of the conveyor—The transverse fights, 

form the alteration which he claims to have made in 
this machine. Even if Mr. Evans was the inventor of 

K 
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this alteration, its utility in the manufacture of flour is ex¬ 
tremely questionable. Several most intelligent millers 
who were examined upon this subject,: in the trials at 
Baltimore, were so much at a loss to discover the bene¬ 
ficial effect of this alteration, that they said they pre- 
ferred the spiral conveyor. The great utility of £his 
alteration is rendered still more cjuestionatjje by the fact, 

4 

that a large portion,of the millers, even those who have 

* 

paid Oliver Evans for the license of his patented ma¬ 
chines, do ot make use of the transverse flights. But 
your memorialists are convinced that Mr. Evans was 
not the author of this alteration. They will be able to 
show your honourable body that this improvement, like 

A • ^ 

most of the improvements which Mr. Evans claims, was 
discovered by other persons, from whom he adopted it. 

2dly. Of the hopperboy—Mr. Evans, as has been be- 

■ * « * 

fore stated, was not the original inventor of this machine. 
Your memorialists admit that he was the first who added 

& m M m 1 

the ropes, leading the horizontal arms around; and that 
his addition facilitates the operations of the machine., 

4 A* 

But, surely, it will not be contended that, upon tlis alte¬ 
ration, congress bottomed tieir grant. This improve¬ 
ment may have been sufficient to entitle Mr. Evans, 
under the general law, to a patent for the improvement, 
but for no hing else. It could not have entitled him to a 
patent for other machines which he never invented, nor 
improved; much less can it entitle him to an extension 
i his exclusive privilege beyond the usual term. 

Your memorial sts come now to the last ground ol 

» BP * 

Mr. Evans’s pretensions, “that he has the merit of hav- 

^ * m 


♦ * * 



Ill 


t 


ing first applied those machines to their present use in 
mills ” This ground was much narrowed by the trials, 
before referred to, in the circuit court at Baltimore. It 
was there shown that the conveyor, the hopperboy and 
the drill, were applied by their original inventors to all 
the purposes for which they are now used. r l he elevator 
is the only machine about which there can be the least 
doubt; and, to the minds of your memorialists, there are 
conclusive reasons for believing that Oliver Evans was 
not the person who first discovered the application of 
this machine to its present office, the raising of wheat 
and flour. Oliver Evans first exhiqiteH his elevator, first 
informed the world that he had invented one, in the year 

m 

1787. T welve or eighteen months Before this time, 

James Stroud, of the state of Delaware, had erected a 
perfect elevator in his mill. 

Mr. Stroud, in the circuit court at Baltimore, related 
the history of his invention. Standing in his mill con¬ 
templating the machinery he then had in it, he observed 
that as the leather strap turning the fun performed its re¬ 
volution, the buckle by which it was fastened would catch 
up a few grains of wheat below, carry them up with it, 
and empty them out at the top. The thought immedi¬ 
ately occurred to him that a machine revolving like this 
stiap, with bucket s u • it, would completely perform 
the office of raising his wheat and flour. He constructed 
it accordingly, and found it perfect. This machine is 
what is now called Evans’s elevator.” Your memo- 
iiulists admit that a brother of Oliver Evans declared in 
‘he circuit court at Baltimore, that Oliver Evans hat! 










several years before this period invented precisely tl ie 
same machine; and, that although he did not show it to 
the world by using it in his mill, yet he had it, and the 
model of it was locked up in a chest, and continued so 
iocked up for several years. When this testimony comes 
-before your honourable body, it will, no doubt, receive 
whatever credit, under ail its circumstances, it maybe 
entitled to. B 4 ut your memorialists hope they will be 
pardoned for believing that there was some mistake in 
Che matter. 

Your memorialists have thus candidly detailed the tes¬ 
timony relating to Mr. Evans’s patent. They feel assured 
that your honourable body, wilf discover in it abundant 
cause to take this subject again into consideration..Your _ 

■a 

memorialists, however, will take the liberty of suggest¬ 
ing other motives of great weight. 

When congress consented to renew Mr. Evans’s ex- 

• -*• 

elusive privilege in 1808,«they could not have intended 
to give their law an expost facto operation. Yet such has 
been the construction which our circuit courts have felt 

* Vi 

themselves constrained to give to the act of January 1808. 
In the circuit court at Philadelphia it has been decided 
by judges Washington and Peters, that even those who 
erected their machinery in the interval between the ex¬ 
piration of Mr. Evans’s first patent in 1804 and its re¬ 
newal in 1808, cannot continue to use them without a 
license under the second patent. The hardship of this 
construction is extreme. The United States abounds 
with mills in which the machinery was erected during 
that interval, when no law existed to prohibit it; when 
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no man was aware of any right still remaining in Mr. 
Evans; and when the public thought they were enjoying 
i property for which they had already paid the price. 
But since this construction, persons who erected their 
machinery under those circumstances, must either pull 
it down or subject themselves to actions for treble da- 

• I m 

mages, or they must consent to pay whatever price the 

% 

patentee may choose to demand for a license. As it re¬ 
gards his charges, your memorialists humbly state, that 
the act of renewal has imposed no limitation upon Mr. 

<■ Evans; an omission of which he is availing himself most 

oppressively. During his first patent, while he was look- 

■ 

ing forward to his intended application for a renewal, 
v Mr. Evans observed a very becoming moderation in his 

demands. 

• - v m, * t 

'■ * 

Thirty-three dollars was originally the price 'of his 
license to use his machinery in application to one water- 

■f 

t 1 % 

wheel. But as soon as the act of 1808 had put the com¬ 
munity in his power, he began to advance, from exaction 
to exaction, until he now demands about twenty times 
the amount of his former charge; and threatens that he 
will rise still higher. From one of your memorialists 
Mr. Evans has demanded thirty-six hundred dollars for 
his license. This fact, while it shows how oppressively: 
this patent bears upon individuals, will enable your Hon¬ 
ourable body to form some estimate of the enormous 
profits which he, the patentee, will derive>|rorn a general 
use of his machinery throughout the |7nited States. Your 

iali is w 11 t onsent to believe that congress 

* # _ 

ntended to let Mr. Evans loose upon the community 

K 2 
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with so grievous, so despotic a power. They therefore 
pray that your honourable bocy will again take ihis 
subject into consideration, that you may examine the 
grounds upon which Mr. Evans’s patent issued, and do 
whatever, in your wisdom, you may think fit. 

And your memorialists will ever pray, 8cc. 

Baltimore , January 1, 1813. 


THE COUNTER MEMORIAL. 

• 4rit' 

<* * * i/ 1 ^ * f J 11 ■ Ml , 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 

* , * p> \ / 

|f 

of tlie United States. 

9 ^ . 5 ' ...» jr- 

m 

Tne memorial of .Oliver Evans respectfully shewetb, 
That your memorialist has been favoured with a copy of 
the memorial of John Worthington and others, and of 
the evidence accompanying the same, which he has 

* - ^ JP . 

read with surprise; andfiyour memorialist begs leave to 
declare that he believes be can yet prove every state- 
ment in the said memorial as evidence, tending to show 
that your memorialist is not the original inventor of all 
aid every one of the machines in their improved state, 
nor the original combiner and applier of them to pro¬ 
duce the useful result of his great improvement on the 

art of manufacturing of flour and meal, as patented to 

• 

him, to be erroneous. But your memorialist did never 
expect to be put on this proof, more especially before 
congress, seeing that courts are appointed by law for 
deciding on such'disputed points. Yet if required by 
'he honourable congress, although most of his most in- 



timate friends, to whom he communicated his discovery, 
years before he made it public, are dead, lie believes he 

can find one in Queen Anne’s county, Eastern shore of 

* 

Ma 7land, where your memorialist lived when he made 
the discovery; one living in New Castle county, Dela¬ 
ware; one in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania; a d o 
the city of Washington, viz. Evan Evans. 

And to prove that he set up the machinery in his mill 
in part, on RedtClay Creek, New Castle county, and then 
made it public by presenting a subscription paper, set¬ 
ting forth the whole improvement, stating that in case 
the neighbouring millers would subscribe a sufficient 
sum, your memorialist would make the improvement, 
which he has since done; but that on the millers re¬ 
fusing to subscribe any thing, and om being advised by 

James Latimer, esq. (now deceased) to apply to the 

_ 

state legislatures for exclusive rights, he took down his 
machinery, and secreted them until he should receive 
those exclusive rights; that it was after all this tjiat 

Stroud discovered the elevator; and Marshall and Stroud 

% 

_ _ 4 

attempted to make the hopperboy. He can find wit- 

# 

nesses in the state of Delaware, and in Philadelphia, to 

v 

n 

support the testimony of Evan Evans, to whom ali is well 

* • « 

known. In coroboration he may procure copies of his 

« * | # M 

V 1 

petitions to the legislatures of Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Maryland* ancl New Hampshire, petitioning for the ex- 

! • ' • * • 

m n 

$ 

i 

*• In 1876, O. Evans petitioned the general assembly of Alary- 
land, for a patent to secure an exclusive property in his mill 
machinery and steam carriage; and at. April session, lrSf, the 
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elusive rights for twenty-one or twenty-five years, not 
only for his improvement on manufacturing flour, but 
for steam carriages of his invention; and also copies of 
he ct i his favour of Pennsylvania and Delaware for 
the mill improvements only; Maryland and New-IIamp- 

shire for steam waggons also for 14 years,—too short a 
time; had it been for 30 years, steam boats and steam 
carriages might have been in use 20 years ago!P®l!Bflj 

That your memorialist could shew what have been 

his pursuits, anc he begs leave to refer to the secretary 

of state’s office, to fhe specifications he has filed there 

1 several other great discoveries,^ and he declares he 

has several others yet to file, which lie fears he will not 

be able to put in operation, under the present patent 
laws and endless litigation. 

These would shew to your honourable body the great 

1 ' 1; ; i m haviim beentohe inventors, 

who now begin to claim the or g nal discovery of your 
memorialist’s patented improvement, as soon as the 
great profits thereof begin to appear. 

Your memorialist acknowledges that he has raised the 

^^^■^^^H^BSjS^^^fflKventions and improve¬ 
ments, as their value became known, frpm bestowing 

them gratis, with his thanks io those Wflo would accept 

Jiem to make their utility known, to thirty-three dollars, 

forty dollars, one hundred ^dollars, up to his present de- 

^^HKK 1 6 S | 1 |ll SU rc* s ^ved to the user in wages and 
boarding of hands for one year only, rating the "wages 

44 an act to grant to Oliver Evans, 
a, tcim of years, the sole arid exclusive right of making and 

within this state the machinery herein describecL w 
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and board of a miller, at three hundred dollars per ydaft 
which is not more than one-eighth part of the full gain 
by the use for one year, for his license to use for and 
during his patent term. 

That is, where the price of license is 300 Jdoilars, the 
gain by the use per year will be 2,400 dollars, and for 
14 years 33,60( ; out of which they pay 30j > dollars for 
license. Your memorialist may defy John Worthington 
and others to produce an instance, in the world, of so 
low a charge for so great a benefit made by any patentee; 
and he denies their charge of having demanded 3,60p 
dollars for license for one mill, although he has heard 
that Elisha Tyson said so; he can prove that he de¬ 
manded only 250 dollars per Mill for six mills of said 

Elisha. • 

# " "V B I L ^ 

" * . _ . • 

Your memoralist conceives it impossible for him to 

produce his proofs in due time before your honorable 

| f . * 

body, nor could congress devote the time necessary to 

hear the great mass of testimony, that wtiuld be pro- 

% ■ 

duced. He therefore prays t|at the report of the recent 
trials in the Circuit Court of the United States, held at 

4b . ' A •* 1 ’ S . i 

Baltimore; the testimony voluntarily given by James 

'V * 

Stroud and Edward Marshall before a notary public; and 
the testimony of colonel Enoch Anderson taken before 
a judge, accompanying the memorial, be deemed and 
received as part of the same; and that he and John 
Wo thington and others be referred with their cases 
back to the courts of the United States; and your me¬ 
morialist will, with the consent of those of the memo¬ 
rialists who are infringing his patent right, commence 
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suits against them, to give them an early opportunity of 
proving in court that he is not *h s original inven^oi; and 

your memorialist will ever pray. 

OLIVER EVANS. 

Philadelphia , January 22, 1813. 



1st. The agent of Oliver Evans in Baltimore, under 
.uthority from him, offered to se I a license to Elisha 
ryson to use Evans* machinery cdm lete for sjj9p a i> of 

N • « ^ . 1 _ i _ __ __^1 


plan, fox fifteen hundred dollars. It was to-rate as five 

pair of stones, thoug • the machinery was to be applied 
to all six, because it was supposed all would not ordina¬ 
rily run at the same time; but it was expressly stated, 
that no further claim should be made, even if all six did 

t * * ** * t 

sometimes run together. No other demand was ever 
made of said Tyson,for any of his sons, by Evans’ agent; 
nor is it believed or pretended, fchat any ever was made 
through a different channel. This certificate is given by 
the agent, who has Tyson’s and Evans’ letters before 
him, on this subject, and which are the foundation of ail 
that passed thereon. 


* 


2d. Evan Evans in his testimony, in the case of Evans 
os. Robinson, stated, that m 1782 or 1783, while his 

4 

brother Oliver Evans lived on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, the latter told him he had conceived a mode 

t * 

of jel vatmg meal, as fast as it fell from the mill-stones, 
by a machine, consisting o buckets attached to a strap; 
which machine was to be moved fey the water-wheel- 


I 
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That his brother soon alter made a model of his e levator, 
of paper; and that he witnessed its first private experi¬ 
ments, In a mill which Oliver and his brothers built in 
Delaware; and that this was long anterior to any elevator 
being in use in Stroud and Marshall’s mill. That his 
brother, having long before described it to him, also put 
imto operation, when the mill was built, a hopperboy, 
which was concealed from the public, the door which 
led to it being kept locked; and this was previous to any 
machine of the kind >eing set up in any neighboring 
mills or elsewhere, to his knowledge; and that when his 
brother was advised to apply to the legislatures ot the 
adjoining states for exclusive rights to his discoveries, 

^which was before the adoption of the federal constitu- ' 
tion) he took down his hopperboy; the elevator had pre¬ 
viously been kept concealed. That the first conveyor 
which his brother Oliver invented and combined with 
his other machinery, was not a continued spiral screw, 
but was a succession of ploughs placed transversely 

across the spiral line; and this conveyor was applied t© 
convey the flour from where it falls from the mill-stones 
to the elevator; and that this conveyor, so constructed 

and applied, was not in operation in any other mill that 
he ever saw, or heard of it, before it was so invented by 
his brother Oliver. Evan Evans lived with his brother 
when the machines aforesaid were inventei 

3d. Samuel Wallace, of Delaware, who was a witness 

41 

in the suit against Robinson, testihed, that he lived with 
' diver Evans when his first hopperbo\ was in operation; 
-fiat he, Wallace, hung the door which led to the loft, 
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where the hopperboy was placed, which was kept lo<>^ 
ed, and the key confided to his charge. He also' stated 

that saiftEvans had then the model of an elevator, which 
was not put lip. The machines were kept concealed 
until fcvans could obtain patents from the state legisla¬ 
tures. He concurred with jother witnesses, that it was 
notorious then that Evans was the inventor of the mill 

4 * 

machinery. 

4th. Tlios. Philips, of Delaware, testified as to the 

universal belief that Oliver Evans was the inventor of 

* 

the mill machinery; which he said was in use in his mill, 

and was an annual! saving to him of 500 dollars in labor 

% 4 # * m 

and, besides other profits and advantages, produced a 
^ain of from 50 to 60’ cents on each barrel, in the supe- 

-Jfc. 

*ior quantity and qwality of the flour manufactured. 

5th, Levi Hollingsworth,formerly of Ccecil county, Md. 
now of Baltimore, gave evidence, among other things, 
that it was the general opinion through the country, at 
the time the improvements in ^question were introduced, 

* ^ + H, # ^ . 

t!iat Oliver Evans was the first inventor thereof. 

^ T t i _ 

6th. Joseph Marshall,-brother of Edw. Marshall, was 

a witness, on behalf of the defendant, in the case of 
Robinson, and gave similar testimony to his brother’s., 
whose deposition is inserted at length. 


of 


Pennsylvan 


the trial aforesaid, stated that he was intimately ac 


quainted with Oliver 


from 1784, that he lived 


\ 

near to him, and had almost daily intercourse with him; 
that in that year Evans told him he could elevate, con- 




J21 


vey and cool meal and flour by machinery, as fast as it, 
fell from the mill-stones, which machinery could be 
worked without manual labor; that he toJd him this 
before any machinery was set up in Stroud and Mar¬ 
shall’s mill, or any othfer that he ever heard of; that 
when he saw the machinery in the mills of Stroud and 

■p 

Marshall they admitted it was originally invented by 
Evans, and said they had his permission to use it. He 
also details in his testimony many other and minute cir¬ 
cumstances, relating to the progress of the invention. 


8th. Oliver Evans, In the Circuit Court for the fourth 

vs. > circuit of the United States, in and 

Sam’l. Robinson, he. 3 f° r the district of Maryland. 

James Stroud, a witness summoned on the part of the 
defendants, in consequence of the ad ournment of the 
court, voluntarily testifies, and upon his solemn affirma¬ 
tion solemnly declares, that he is an inhabitant of New- 

m _ 4 

Castle county, state of Delaware, about fifty-three years 
of age, and has for near thirty years pursued the business 
of a miller, with only occasional interruptions, and un¬ 
derstands the mechanism of mills for grinding wheat and 
other grain; he says the first he ever heard of elevators 
and liopperboys, for which the plaintiff has obtained a 
patent, was, to the test of his recollection, in the year 
seventeen hundred and eighty-four, or seventeen hun¬ 
dred and eighty-five; that the first time he ever heard of 
the invention of elevators and liopperboys, he under¬ 
stood they were invented by the plaintiff, Oliver Evans: 
and that the second time he conversed about such an 

h 




i 



4 


122 

invention was with the said Oliver Evans, who said that 

it was not only practicable to! raise flour, See. but that it 

■ 

was then in operation, although the deponent had never 
then seen the machinery, nor had he ever Heard of any 
other person inventing such machinery before the said 
Oliver Evans. That the first elevator he ever saw was in 
Marshall and Stroud’s mill in New-Castle county, soon 
after the invention was made known, probably in the 
year seventeen hundred and eighty-five; that this ele¬ 
vator was principally erected under the care and direc¬ 
tion of this affirmant, who had discovered, as he believed, 
the principles of the plaintiff’s discovery, for which he 
(the plaintiff) had then no patent; that in the same mill 
he first saw a hopperboy, or machinery resembling a 
hoppei’boy, soon after the experiment of the elevator 
aforesaid; that this hopperboy was the production of the 
joint labor and invention of William Marshall and 
Samuel Stroud, the owners of said mill, and of the two 
sons of said William Marshall; on experiment it was 
found not to answer the desired purpose. Soon after¬ 
wards this affirmant had a conversation witii Oliver 
Evans about his invention of the hopperboy, and one 
was made by this affirmant according to Ins (the said 
Oliver Evans’s) p an; and another was put up according 
to the same plan in the mill of said Marshall and 
Stroud, and were found to answer better than any other 
invention or machinery that had ever been previously 
discovered or made according to the best of this af¬ 
firmant’s knowledge and belief, or has since been disco¬ 
vered to the best of his knowledge; it being the same 
now in general use. T lie affirmant further solemnly dc- 
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clares, that from his own knowledge and observation, and 

W 

from all that he has heard from others on the subject, 
he verily believes Oliver Evans was the first inventor of 
both the elevator and the hopperboy now in common 
Use in mills for manufacturing flour from wheat; and 
that he so believed at the time he, the aflirmant, was 
making such machinery in the year 1784 or 1785 above 
mentioned; as the first idea or notion of the same, was 
derived from him, the said Oliver Evans. The aflirmant 
further says, that the invention of the elevator and hop¬ 
perboy, with other improvements in making flour, for 
which the plaintiff has a patent, in his opinion saves one 
half the labor which otherwise would be necessary for 

iMHi' ' — * W ■» fli 

carrying on the milling business; and also are causes of 
great saving and do the work better than could be done 
by manual labor, in the mode practised before such in¬ 
ventions. That he hath known Oliver Evans ever since 
his inventions aforesaid, and was acquainted with thl^ 
first trials and experiments of sucl® inventions in said 
Marshall and Stroud’s mill, and knows a great number 
of mills in which they are used, and that ihis (the said 
Oliver Evans’s) claim to the originality of said inventions 
Was never disputed in the neighbourhood where they 
were so first tried, to this affirmant’s knowledge, nor 

elsewhere, that this affirmant knows of, until the cases 
now under trial. 

(Signed) JAMES STROUD. 

Affirmed and signed before me, this 10th No- 
(l. s.) vember, 1812. 

SAMUEL ST ERE W, 

, Not. Pub. Baltimore . 


i 
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9th. Echv. Marshal , of New~Castlc county, state of 
BSpiMwnrp.j being solemnly aflir d to speak the truth, 
declares and says, that lie tts about forty-eight yeais of 
age, and was instructed in the business of a miller in eaily 
life, and pursued the same generally as his profession; 
that about the year 1785 or 1786, this affirmants' father 
asked this affirmant what he thought of a machine that 
would take up the flour as fast as it was ground, to which 
this affirmant answered that he thought it impossible; 
when affirmant’s father replied, that Oliver Evans said 
lie had invented such a machine. He says this was the 
first time he ever heard of the elevator; that about this 
time James Stroud, who rented the lower mill of William 

r * 

and James Marshall, and near to : the mill of affirmant’s 
father, said that he had’ found out the principle of the 
elevator, and supposed it to be Oliver Evans’s plan, and 
this affirmant assisted in making one according to such 
discovery; that at first itidid not work well, but it was 
altered so as to answer better. The affirmant says that-, 
after making such elevator, Samuel Stroud invented a 

# ® r rnF 1 * f™ 

hopperboy, which on trial did not answer the intended 
purpose. That this affirmant then altered the machinery 
of said Samuel Stroud, but still it woutt! not answer all 
the purposes required, although much improved; he 
says that he never saw a perfect hopperboy before Oliver 
Evans s plan, and he verily believes, as he always hath 
done, that the said Oliver Evans is the original and true 
inventor of the hopperboy now commonly in use; and he 
also believes that said Oliver Evans is the first inventor 
of the elevator, now likewise in common use in miJls for 
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manufacturing flo'pr. The affirmant further says, that 
his father'paid to Oliver Evans a certain sum for the 
privilege of using his elevator and hoppertfoy, in the 
lower mill belonging tcf his said father, the receipt for 

which now is, or lately was, in the possession of this 
affirmant's brother. 

(Signed) EDWARD MARSHA&L. 

Affirmed and signed before me the 10th of 
(l. s.) November, 1812. 

SAMUEL STEREtoJi 

4* i “ 

* - ^ 

Not, Pub. Baltimore . 

* * * m 

loth. The following certificate was furnished to O. JEvans . 
without his previous knowledge or request, but from 
the spontaneous motion of the persons who signed it, for 
the purpose of correcting some inadvertant expressions 

•ft 

which had been drawn from them) by the persons named 
in it. It has been affirmed to by Mr. James Stroud in 
Philadelphia , in the absence of ISIr. Pdward J\Iarshall» 

A M ^ 

Staunton, New-Castle county,{Del. 

January 22 , 1315.' 

This is to certify that on the 5th day of January instant, 
Isaac M Pherson, Samuel Stroud and TIomas Wethei|? 
spoon called on us to certify that Samuel Stroud’s state¬ 
ments of he mill machinery was correctjand prepared 
a certificate forus to sign; which, after some alterations, 
we did sign, but it being done in too much haste, and 
not knowing what use it was to be >ut to^ we were not 
so particular as we should have been} and upon more 

- L 2 • 

0 • ^p.i 
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deliberate consideration, since we got a copy of our ceiv 
tificate annexed to Samuel Stroud’s statements, we find 
some points not agreeable to our minds, which we 



leave to correct to prevent injustice from taking place. 

In the 1 rst place it appears in Samuel Stroud’s state¬ 
ments,“ that Oliver Evans called at the mill to see it, and 
said that he had planned in his head a similar set;” we 
declare that Oliver Evans had said that such a thing, as 
to hoist the meal as fast as the mill ground it, to convey it 
about the mill, cool, Etc. could be done, and that he could 
do it; this he said before James Stroud made the disco¬ 
very of the elevator, from the screen strap, and before 
any hopperboy was made by Samuel Stroud or Edward - 
Marshall; which we do not consider to be on the same 

m 4 

principle; neither will it answer the same purpose as 
Evans’ hopperboy: We do firmly believe, and it always 
appeared to be the belief of William Marshall, deceased, 

jr 

§ m 

that Oliver Evans was the first inventor, and that we lit 
on it from his saying that it could be done, and that he 


could do it. For any thing else we refer to our deposi- 

* 

tions, given in Baltimore, which are correct; we could 
not obtain a copy of Samuel Stroud’s statements and 
our certificate, until yesterday,‘or we would have wrote 
sooner. 


(Signed)' 


EDWARD MARSHALL. 


JAMES STROUD. 



A true copy from the original, duly examined 

and compared, 

BENJ. NONES, 
Not. Pub . Philadelphia* 


.0 
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11. The subscriber unsolicited by, and unknown to 

Oliver Evans, feels it due to truth and justice to state 
his recollections of the mill machinery. He well re¬ 
members-when at the Brandywine mills , they used to 
hoist the flour from the lower story to the loft, in large 
buckets or tubs, filled by shovels from the chests into 
which the Hour fell from the mill-stones: he has also 
frequently seen a man employed at these mills in heap¬ 
ing the flour over the hofi/icr to let it pass into the bolt¬ 
ing cloth below. Born in the neighborhood of these 
mills, and passing his infancy and youth at Wilmington , 
within half a mile of them; and going there to swim 
and to skate, as well as for other juvenile amusements, 
the place presenting delightful advantages for their en- 

* - I * *; ■% * i. _ ► \ • * 

joyment, he has passed through those mills, or some of 
them,many hundred times before and since the improve¬ 
ments were introduced. His yioung mind was much 
pleased to observe the little buckets [the elevator ,) sup¬ 
plying the place of the large one, above alluded to: and 
lie was much amused to see the labours of the hopfier - 
boy , that spread, cooled and collected the meal, without 
manual labour, to the spot where it was wanted; nor was 
he less agreeably surprised at the operation of the con- 

M- _ 

veyor> that, while it cooled the flour, passed it on to the 
place where the elevator caught it. He also recollects 

ft 

to have heard it stated that the introduction of this ma- 

chinery would throw more than twenty persons out of 

_ | | 

employ at Erandywine ; and alwa /s understood that these 
innovations on the old \ iode of manufacturing flour ? 
were made by Oliver Evans . 
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While wrjting the abbve, an old schoolmate is at my 
elbow, who has precisely the same recollections. Neither 
of us pretend to kndw that Oliver Evans really invented 
those things; but are certain that common fame gave him 

the credit of them at the time they were introduced at 

the Brandy wine-mills. 

H. NILES, 

Editor of the Register*. 

Baltimore, Feb. 10, 1813. 


ESTIMATE OF PROFITS. 

FROM THE FREEMAN^ JOURNAL. 

. ft & - 

On the trial of a 'cause in the circuit court of the 
' United States, for the Maryland district, Baltimore, 
December 3d, 1812, Oliver Evans was plaintiff, Samuel 
Robinson defendant, which continued four days; one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars damages were 

■ * * ... I m „ * 

recovered by the plaintiff. 

It was proved by the witnesses, that Evans’s invention 
and improvements in the art of manufacturing flour, not 
only caused a saving of full one half of the labour of at¬ 
tendance, but manufactured the flour better, and made 
about twenty-eight pounds of superfine flour more to 
each barrel of flour than is made in the old way, equal 
at least to fifty cents gain to the miller on each barrel 
manufactured, besides various other profits and advan¬ 
tages. 

In the old way, one miller for every ten barrels manu¬ 
factured per day was at least required; with these im¬ 
provements* one miller for every twenty barrels is suffi- 
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cient, therefore for every twenty barre s manufactured 
per day one hand is saved* 

Fllicott's mills on Gw in’s Falls, two miles from 
Baltimore, with eight pair of seven "eet mill¬ 
stones, make three hundred and twenty-five 

* l 

barrels per day, which divided by 20 gives 
161 hands saved, their wages and board rated 
at three hundred dollars per year each is - 24,875 

325 barrels per day, say for only two hundred 
days per year is, 65,000 barrels per year, 
which at ty cents gain cacti barrel, as prov¬ 
ed by the witnesses, is - 32,5ob| 

- • t 

Total gain by the use of the improvements in 
these mills per year - 37,375 

Ellicott’s mills at Patapsco, make 185 barrels 
per day, and by the same rule of calculation, 
their gain hy the improvements per year is - 21,275 
They (Ellicotts) have other mills near Balti¬ 
more, making about two hundred and fifty 
barrels per day, the gain in them is - - 28,750 

Total gained by the Ellicotts near Baltimore, 

tm 

by the use of these improvements in one 
year, is - - - - . ■ 87,400 

They will have the benefits for the whole patent 
term, 14 years ... - 1,223,600 

Elisha Tyson has used the improvements for 

twenty-two years, making seventy barrels of 

* - 

4 

flour per day, his gain has been in that time gl80,400 


This shews the great value of labour-saving useful 
improvements, and how those gain that first begin to 
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use them. Although a part of the gains may have found 
he way to the hand of the farmer and the consumer, yet 
it is evident that neither [of the Ellicotts would accept 
the above sums, staled to be yearly gained, if endered 
to them to abandon the use of the improvements, and 

continue the milling business, as usual. 

It shows also, that those who have refused tojuse said 
improvements have suffered great loss, the profits of 
their labours have went into the hands of those who have 
used them.* 

-fe. 

i V 

* From the Aurora of December 7, 1813. 

A PROPOSITION. 

Those who are building', or have good mills, with one or more 
run of millstones, not less than four and a half feet diameter, with 
a sufficiency of water and business to run them on manufacturing 
flour two hundred days per year, are hei’eby informeld, that Oli¬ 
ver Evans, the inventor of the improvements in the manufacture 
of flour, i6 willing.to contract•to'pay'tliem one Hundred dollars, 
or more, per year, for each run of stones, for the privilege of 
setting his machinery to attend their mills; on condition, that 
they contract to pay him for the labour or work the machinery 
will do, instead of paying to hired men, rating the wages and 
boarding of the millers saved to each pair of’millstones at three 
hiindred dollars per year; and also one-eighth part of what is 
gained by making more superfine flour with the machinery than 
without them; on receipt of which he will, at the end of four 
years, grant his license to use them, and quit all claim. 

Dolls, 

On tliis plan, the miller who has one pair of stones will, at 
100 dollars per year for four years, receive 400 

The cost o™ setting up his machinery, paid by Oliver 
Evans, say - - - . . 250 

Licence for one run of stones, free of cost, at the com¬ 
mon price, ..... 300 $ 

950 

Besides, he ha6 seven-eighths of the gain by making more 
supei fine flour, which witnesses in court proved to be 
50 cents per barrel at the least, of which his part is 435 
cents per barrel; and such a mill will make 20 barrels 
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Those great improvements were at first given away 
by the inventor, with his thanks to those who would take 
them gratis to - shew their utility. 

He now demands, as compensation, about one-eighth 
or one-tenth part of the sum the miller gains in one 
year by their use, or the sum saved in wages and board 
alone, in one year, for license to use them during his 
patent term. Perhaps there never was an instance of 
such low charges for so great a patented improvement. 


Brought forward, - - - - • 

per day, which for 200 clays per year, is 4000 barrels 
16,000 barrels in four years, at 43£ cents] is 


j§950 

7000 


Making his whole gain in four years, - - 7950 

Without paying a cent more than he would have to pay to 
hired millers without the improvements, he gains 7,400 dollars, 
and gets his machinery set up, and license, free of cost. The 
inventor would also gain by this plan, as follows: 

The labour saved to a pair of such millstones, would be at 

the least 300 dollars per year, which for four years, is 1200 
From which deduct his purchase of privilege, and cost of 
setting up the machinery, - 650 

There remains for his license, for which he charges others 
300 dollars, - - - - - 550 

But he has still his one-eighth part of the gains by making 
more superfine flour, on 16,000 barrels, which at six 

and a quarter cents, is - . . - 1000 

* % 

Making his total gain to be - - - 1550 

So that it appears he may afford to pay two hundred dollars 
per year on each pair of stones, or even to quit claim to his one- 
eighth part of the gain by making more flour, and pay in ad¬ 
vance rather than not deal. He hopes, however, that such a fair 
proposition, founded in justice, promising so much gain to each 
party, will be neither neglected nor rejected; and that those 
who hold flour mills will consider, that these improvements do 
transfer all the profits of the business into the hands of those 
who use them, and that those who will not use them, labour 
without profits. r " 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON THE 

pate arr law. 


PATENT Laws arc erroneously said to be a contract 
between the public and the inventors of useful improve- 
ments; but as inventors have no part in the contract, but 
merely comply with certain conditions, it follows that the 
patent laws are public propositions for awarding exclu¬ 
sive privileges, or rather affording protection of natural 
rigl t to inventors, on the fol owing terms, viz. 

If any one will invent or discover any new and useful 
improvement in the arts and sciences, not knownand used 
(in the United States) before such invention or discovery, 
then we will protect and secure to him exclusively tbe 
right to his inventiom or discovery, during a term not 
exceedi ig fourteen years, in the first instance, and for 
any other imitell time or terms that we may think his 
improvement merits, on condition that he pay for that 

protection, thirty dollars into t ie treasury, and disclose 

* 

the secret, by a specification to be filed in the secretary 

I 
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of slate’s office, so that after the aforesaid limited time 
or terms may have expired the improvement maybe- 

come public property. 

These terms are fair in some respects, they neither 
compel the inventor to disclose the secret of his disco¬ 
very,nor limit the time in which he may accept thelproi- 
fered protection; he may consult his own convenience, 
and if he thinks the proffered protection too inconsidera¬ 
ble or of too short duration, he may refuse to devote his 
time and studies to make new discoveries, or to make 
new improvements. He may keep secret his invention 
or discovery, 1 until circumstances may occur, in which 
his interest may be prompted by taking out his patent. 
But by taking out a patent he accepts the terms, and the 

** -fc. » «fc. ^ ' is t •* M ** ~ 

transaction becomes a contract mutually binding. The 
inventor must then, as required by the United States 

I _ 

patent law, section 3d, act of 1793, make a full disclo¬ 
sure of the secret of his invention or discovery, describe 
the principle of his improvement and the manner of 

Mm . p * 

using it, in such full, clear, and exact terms, as to dis- 
tinguish it from all other things known and used, (in 

% * j- ~ ^ ^ ♦ v " % VRph I 

the United States') so as to enable a person skilled in the' 
art to which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same;—and this he must do, first without draw¬ 
ings or etters of reference, that this specification or 
description may be suitable to be registered in a bdok 
in the patent office. He must also deliver drawings with 
explanations, with letters of reference, where the case 

* V 

will admit of explanations by drawings, and deliver 
models, if required by the secretary of state. If he coir- 

• M 
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ccals any thing, or his specifications contain too ranch, 
which shall appear to be with design to deceive the 

public, his patent will be vJid. 

But as it will be impossible, (for the inventor will in 

many instances, be incapable to describe his improve¬ 
ment as required by this act,) his patent on that stc.count 
shall not surely be declared void; and though he may 
not be able to* recover under it, in cases where, by his 
description, it could not be ascertained what his invetH 
tion really was, and therefore infringements could neither 
be guarded against, avoided, nor detected, until he, by 
additional specifications, models, or actual operations, 
does on his part comply with the law, which, when 

A 

done, will entitle him to the protection promised. If the 
public, by granting him an invalid patent, be in fault, he 
is entitled to a good one, for |he full term promised. 
And unquestionably the patent office wilfl always be opens 
to receive such additional specifications, as may be 

found necessary. 

" ■ t M 

The law requires also, that he shall-'describe the 
principle of his improvement, or the characteristic mark 
which distinguishes it from all other things known or 
usea (in the United States') and all the various modes in 
which he contemplates the application and use of that 

principle or character. It does not require that he should 

# 

describe all possible modes of the application of the 
principle; but only such modes as will produce the effect 
described, or the result of his improvement. Such modes 

i t order to have them secured to 

him, with the principle, will exclusively be secured to 


him, and no more. And if flie does describe the prin¬ 
ciple, and only one mode of application to produce the 
result, the principle exclusively is secured to him, and 
no other person can use toe princip e by aiwy mode » 
application, to produce the same result, without his li¬ 
cense. The way is left open for further improvements 
in the application of the principle. He that discovers 
any better mode of application than any described by 
the patentee, is entitled to a patent for that mode. 

It is provided, section 2d ol the act of 1~93, “ 1 hat if 

any person shall discover an improvement in the prin- 

* « ** * 

ciple of any machine, or in the process of any composi¬ 
tion of matter, which shall have been patented, and 
shall have obtained a patent for such improvement, he 

A 

| * ^ ^ |P ». . m K * 

shall not be at liberty to make use or vend the original 

„ ' . I . _ ' ■ ^ 

discovery, nor shall the first inventor be at liberty to 

# * * « * i 

use the improvement. “ AncHt is hereby enacted and 

#- * % m •* 

declared, that simply changing the forms or propor- 

v *■# - 

tions of any machine or composition of matter, in any 

degree, shall not be deemed a discovery.” Why not^ 

• . - 

while section first declares, that.the inventor of any new * 
and useful improvement in any art, machine, manufac- 

Mt ^ * 9 Ik- T 

ture, Sec. is entitled to a patent? Because here, the ori¬ 
ginal discovery is supposed to be under patent, and the 
public bound by contract to secure it to the inventor, 

Jp 

and the limited litmis unexpired. The provision is ex¬ 
pressly for the protection of the right-of the original 
1 1 bis discovery, during iis patent terms. And 

no patent, for change of form or proportions, can jhe 

sustained, until he patent terms for the original clisco- 
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very expire, and s«|ch ought not to be granted, jecause 
it may create litigation. 

A patent for an improvement in the principle of a 
patented improvement, can be sustained, and ought to 
be granted. Such as a new and improved mode of the 
application of the principle, to produce the same result 
with greater despatch or less expense, See. Sec. But it 
would be subject to the prior right of the original in¬ 
ventor, for u he (the discoverer of an improvement) 

shall not be at liberty to.use the original discovery; nor 

* • “ 

shall the first inventor be at liberty to use the improve- 

* 0 

* * # 

ment.” It then evidently becomes the interest ofjfijhe 
inventor and the improver to unite their discoveries, 
which would render their improvements more valuable 
to themselves, and useful to the public. 

Both parties cannot hold exclusive right to the same 

v ► % * I 

thing at the same time; nor have congress the power to 

* * < 

grant any right to one that will lessen the right of ano- 
ther. They have power only to protect and secure right, 
for limited times, to any length and number the case 

h * 

may require. 

4P & 4)pMf 

This section, while it secures the original discovery 
to the inventor, affords encouragement for improve¬ 
ments in the principle, and security to the improver. 

* 

Without this provision, no patent would be worth the 
expense of obtaining; every right could be evaded, by 
change of form or proportion, or pretended improve- 

4p! 

ments in the principle; for no machine was ever made 

0 

to produce an effect that could not be produced by a 
machine of a different form, nor effect or result pro- 
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ducetl by one arrangement or process, that could not be 
produced by another arrangement or process, some¬ 
what different. 

m 

What is the original discovery in a new and useful 
improvement in any art, machi e, ma nifacture, or com¬ 
position o matter? It is the new a useful effect or 
result produced, or the characteristic principles of the 
machine, and may consist in 

1. The discovery,of the application of a new princi¬ 
ple, by means of old and known machines, to produce a 
new and useful result. In this case the application of 

the principle and result will be secured. 

# # 

2. The discovery of a new machine to produce a 
known effect or result, with less labour or expense. In 
this case the patent will be for the machine. 

4 1 i T i J '.v. m 

m m J 

3. The discovery of a new combination of known ma- 
chines, to produce a new and useful result. In this case 
the combination will ibe secured by patent, as well as 
the new result. 

4. The application of known principles to produce a 
new and useful result. In this case the result will ibe 

secured. . 

* W 

5. The discovery of the application of a known ma¬ 
chine, to a new use. Here the new application will be 

secured, if if be useful, by producing the effect with 
less labour or expense. 

6. 1 he discover of i improvement on a known ma¬ 
chine, to fit ii lor applying to a new use, to produce a 

useful result. Here the ii iprovemcnt and new applica¬ 
tion will be secured. 

M2 


* 
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7 . The discovery of a new and useful improvement 
in the process of any art or manu acture, although on 
experiment no- means may be yet known, by which this 
improvement may be carried into effect with profit to 
the manufacturer. Here the improvement in tie pro¬ 
cess will be secured, although the use can hardly be 

•ascertained. , 

w ^ f * 4 Bp - ■ 

| R 1 

8. The discovery of a new machine that was necessary 
to carry a new process into effect that had been disco¬ 
vered by another. Here the machine is the discovery, 

and will be secured for all purposes to which it will 
apply. ^ _ 

* ■ * * - * M * • * , Li 

9. The discovery of a new and improved process in 
any art or manufacture, and also a set of machines, some 
improved, others entirely new, jpul their combination, 
o carry the improved process into effect to produce a 

new and useful result. In this case the new improved 
process, a d the new result is the discovery, and will be 
secured; also the improved and new machines are dis¬ 
coveries, and will be secured for alt the uses to whic| 

they will apply. . 

q ■m 

10. The discovery of the application of a known lower 
or principle to a new and useful purpose, or the exten- 
•>ii n of the application to move a known machine with 
greater force, by the discovery of anew and improved 
o m f the nachine, rendering it susceptible of the new 

br-oxte'n^^^application, so as to produce a greater e lfect, 
or new ot more useful result, or at a less expense. In 
this case the origi ud discovery consists in the new or 
extended application, and in the change of or improved 
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form of the machine, both will be secured either jointly 

or separately. 

1 ]. The discovery of an unknown principle, applicable 
to! useful purposes without discovering the means of 
profitable application. Here the principle discovered will 

be secured by our laws, differing from British. 

12. The discovery ol the means ol profitably applying 
a useful principle, discovered by another, to a useful 
purpose. Here the means of application will be secured, 
subject to the prior'right of the discoverer of the prin- 

S t 

f 

ciple. gnij.l IH-'M'fl II 

13. The discovery of an improvement in the mode or 

means of the application of a principle. Here the im¬ 
proved mode will be secured, s 

of the discoverer of the principle, also to the first disco- 

l * h ♦ # 

verer of the means of application; lor no prior right 

t * 

be destroyed or lessened by a subsequent grant of pro- 
tection. • 

14. The discovery of an unknown plant and its uses. 
Here the plant will be secured, and all the uses that are 

specified by the patentee. } • 

15. The discovery of new uses of a known plant. Here 
the new uses will be secured, subject to the prior right 
of the discoverer o the plant, during l lie patent term. 

The cases are too numerous to be enumerated. Ever) 
inventor or discoverer is entitled to an exclusive right 
to his own invention or discovery, and no prior right 
can be lesse?ied or destroyed by a subsequent invention 

4 ^ 

or discovery of improvement on the same thing. But a 
patent right may be lessened in value by a new disco- 
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very; as for instance, a patent for the use of oars to pro¬ 
pel boats would have been valuable until sails were in¬ 
vented; yet the right to the oars would have remained 
entire. But had the discoverer of the oars invented 
boats also, and patented them, the sails could not be 
used with the boats without his icense, neither could 
he use the sails to his boats without the license of the 
inventor of sails. 

It is not the machine discovered that constitutes the 
original discovery; but the principle of the machine, or 

the useful result of the whole invention. The result 

m * ^ 

required is first sought after, anil when conceived, a 
search for machines or the means necessary to produce 

jiT i “^ 1 m 

it, is commenced. Sometimes they are to be found in 
use for other purposes; at others they must be invented 
for the express purpose, and many of different forms 

•P 

may be made to produce the result. 

^ — m - 

The result or improvement then constitutes the ori¬ 
ginal discovery in most cases, and the original discovery 
in ali cases is secured to the original discoverer. 

'll!:. * * 1 * 4 P 

What ideas then do the terms invention or discovery, 
inventor or discoverer, as used in the patent law, con¬ 
vey? They certainly are not synonymous, for may not a 
thing be discovered without invention? |Certainly it can; 
a plant unknown may be discovered, or a new use of a 
known plant, by diligence and search, witljout inven¬ 
tion. A new and useful principle or law in nature may, 

* 

by expensive and laborious researches br experiments, 
be discovered, though the aid of invention may be 
necessary to apply them to useful purposes. A man 
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may travel over Europe* Asia and Africa at great e'x- 
"pense, on purpose to discover what; improvements arc 
in use there, not known or used in the United Stales, 
and in case he introduces any of them for the benefit of 
his country, did neither the framers of the constitution 
nor congress, contemplate a reward for such expensive 

i 

and patriotic labours to promote the welfare of his 1 el- 

low citizens? Certainly they did intend to secure to 

& 

the discoverers of things new and useful, in the United 
States, the exclusive right to their respective discove¬ 
ries, for limited times. 

The constitution of the United States does not dele¬ 
gate to congress the right, nor if it did, has it the power 
to legislate beyond its territories; therefore their acts 
can only take effect within the limits of the United States 
and ita territories . 

Congress 1 ave power to promote science and the 
useful arts, by securing to authors and inventors the ex¬ 
clusive right to their respective writings or discoveries. 

Had the power been given to grant rights, they might 
have granted monopolies. They can, however, only se¬ 
cure inherent rights, for limited times, renewable at 
their pleasure. 

Congress have passed laws “ To promote science, 

p 

and the progress of the useful arts;” therefore no part 
of these laws can be construed to impede their progress,, 
nor can their laws have effect beyond the limits of their 
territories. Therefore the words not known or used be¬ 
fore , must mean in, and apply to, the United States and 

Territories , and not to China or Tartary. For it is no 
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benefit to the United States, no improvement in the arts 
here, for a thing to be known and used in any other 

country. 

And in section 6th of the same act these words, “ or 

had been described in some public no-)rk” must mean a 

public work in the United States or Territories^ such as 

the patentee might have got h s improvemcn 1 'om, and 

which any other person might have clone as well as he, 

without any claim to the merit of an invention, for it 

is to be presumed, that if the work be | ublijjc, many at 

the same time most probably would be engaged taking 

♦ * 

% * '4ft- ■ 

the thing from it for their own use. It cannot mean a 
public work in China or Tartary, or any other country, 

^ ^ ■ m ^ 

nor any book in any foreign language even in this coun¬ 
try, for it is not a public work here. 

vft in * 

To make a work public within the meaning of the 
law, it should be printed and published in the United 
States, or written and filed in some public office of the 
United States, designated by law, before it can be said 
that its contents can be supposed to have been known 

f * # 

to the patentee. A specification of an improvement 
filed in the patent office is unquestionably a public work 
in this country, within the meaning of the law, and will 
secure the right to the original inventor. 

If, after an inventor has by the most ardent study an cl 
indefatigable industry, invented, and got into useful ope¬ 
ration at a great expense, an improvement not known or 
used in the United States , others seeing the benefits, and 
coveting the use of it, but unwilling to make any rea¬ 
sonable compensation, shall have the right to search all 
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the books, in all languages in ’the world, for a descrip¬ 
tion of the thing, to render the patent right null and 
void. If this be a fair construction of the patent laws, 
then it may be fairly inferred, that congress intended to 
impede tire progress of the useful arts, and that they 
sanction injustice, which would be absurd; for although 
the thing may have been described in a book, it may 

never have been tested by experiment, or ajiplied to 

■ 

practical utility. 

Those provisions arc to be construed favourably td 

the improvers of the arts, considering that their rights 

■> * 

are unprotected, excepting for limited times, at the 

‘ ' * * I 

pleasure of congress. Otherwise they would have an 
effect contrary to the true intent of tlie act, which will 

m * 
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bear no other construction than to mean, “ not known or 

li. 

I • | 

* I 

used before’ 5 in the United States , or had been described 

4 JP * 

4 

in some public work” published in the United States, 

By the act of 1793, a citizen of the United States is 
entitled to a patent for his invention or discovery of any 
new and useful improvement, on any art, machine, ma¬ 
nufacture, &c. He is unlimited in his range to make 
the discovery; he may, it seems, invent it in this or any 
other country, or discover it by travel, and if it prove 

to’be new and useful in the United States , his patent will 

♦ 

be good by a fair construction of the law. 

But the alien is limited to his own invention By the 
proviso in the first section of the act of 1800, “ he shall 
swear* or affii m, that to the best of his knowledge or 
belief, his invention or discovery hath not been known 
01 in this or any it her country/* and if it proyes to 






144 


have been known or used, his patent is void. The reason 

why this distinction is made, is evident. The citizen is 

• • 

encouraged to travel to make discoveries, by a promise 
of protection in the exclusive right to his discoveries, 
for limited times, as a reward for his labour and expense 
in introducing new and useful ini[n’oven^p||^^Wffib9t^^f , \ 
United States. Whereas one alien can have no better 
claim than any other, who may bring the same thing 
with them into the United States, and which is attended, 
with little expense to them. It would, however, pjrob bl 
have been better policy to have extended the same pri¬ 
vileges to aliens as fully as to citizens, which woulc have 

9 •• *' 9 

brought not only the arts, but the artizans, and all im¬ 
provements from the different parts of the world, into 
the United States in a much shorter lime, as was un¬ 
doubtedly the intention of congress in passing the origi- 

9 

ual act of 1793. ' ' ‘ ' ’ 

Section 2d of the act of 1800 provides, K that when 

• * i v * 

the inventor or discoverer of any new and useful im¬ 
provement shall die before he obtains a patent, the right 
of applying for, and obtaining such patent, shall devolve 
on his heir or legal representatives.” 

On l ic whole view, it appears clearly, flat if an in¬ 
ventor is not able to put his improvement into operation 
at his own expense, nor to obtain aid from others to do 
it, that he may secure his right to himself or his heirs, 
of taking out a patent, when it may appear to be for 
their interest, by specifying his invention according lo 
law, and filing it in the patent o lice, where it will then 
be a public work, ready to render void any patent that 
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might surreptitiously be obtained for his invention. He 
may then publish his specification describing his im¬ 


provement, and hold out inducements to others to asso¬ 
ciate with him, to apply his improvement to practical 
utility; and he or his heirs (in case of bis death) may 

take a patent when it may appear to be worthy their ex¬ 
pense or attention. 

T. he states, in their individual capacity, retain the 


supreme power of securing to an inventor or discoverer, 
his heirs, or assigns, &c. tie exclusive right to their 
improvements for ever, (if they choose to do perfect 
justice'). I heir having delegated to’congress the power 

to protect right, for limited times in the United States, 
does not at all lessen their sovereign power to grant 
what protection they may think the improvement merits; 

1 * f 

or any other aid or encouragement the inventor may 
need to put his improvement into useful operation, with- 

k 

out interference with t ie laws on the United States. A 
state may even grant a monopoly of an invention and 
improvement to any one who is not the inventor, to 
induce him to put it in operation, provided they do not 
by this grant, divest any person of a vested or inherent 

right; for there can exist no power in our free country, 

£ 

to divest any one of his vested right. 

It appears then, that when an inventor cannot succeed 
to get his improvement in operation with profit to him* 
self, under the protection afforded by the United States, 
that he may, (with hopes of success), apply to the indi¬ 
vidual state which his improvement will be most likely 
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ta benefit, fop such protection, aid and assistance, as he 
may need. 

Section 3d, act of 1800, fixes the penalty for bread 
or infringement of patent right, at three times the actual 
damages sustained by the patentee. 
yilGlIe jury, in assessing the actual damages, ought to 
take into consideration the value of the improvement, 
during the time of infringement, tie time lost to the 
patentee, and. the expense of sustaining and attending 
law suits, the stoppage of sales, or the collections of 

a '• M ■ 

monies due from others for said improvement, &c. &c. 
But they have no authority, jurisdiction or right, to 
consider whether this penalty be too high or too low; 
that would be assuming the prerogative of legislation. 
The province of the jury is to ascertain the actual da¬ 
mages sustained by the patentee, and leave the law to 
take its course. 

a * W 

Those who are inimical to patent rights, and wish to 
oppose them, call them monopolies, to make them 

4- S * # 

odious to the people. This is a mere perversion of the 

’^i 

A 

term. A monopoly deprives the people o[f the use or 
benefit of something that they have possessed or used 
in iheir own, or common fight, before the grant. But 

f 

they cannot have possessed or used in their own, or 
common right, any thing that never did exist, or was 
unknown to them. A patent right can be good only for 
things that are new a id useful,that never existed,or were 

•it 

\ 

never known or used, in the United States or Territories , 
until they were invented or discovered by the patentee. 
Our patent laws preclude mono'po ies: congress cam tot 
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grant a monopoly: a patent right cannot be a monopoly; 
prove it to be such, anil it is void by law. A patent is a 
protection) oi an inherent right for a limited time, and 
no good reason can be assigned why the term should be 
limited to fourteen years only. The odious term mono¬ 
poly should be expunged from our vodajmlary. 

9 9 

In England, patents are granted for fourtee; years 

w * 

only in the first grant; but f it shall appear that the in- 
ventor will not be sufficiently remunerated, nor able to 

S* 0 

extend his improvement in so short a term, he may, and 
in many instances does, petition parliament long before 
his term expires, for a special act, granting their pro¬ 
tection for another term, to enable him to make his 
arrangements proportionable to the terms that may be 

* ft ^ a, * V 

ft 

granted to carry his iiiipTOvements extensively into 

4 

» ti 

useful operation; which grant they so seldom refuse to 
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make, that he can rely on it as a thing of course. The 

mP ■* «• Jf 

second term granted has been various, f 
fourteen, fifteen, eighteen, twenty-one, twenty-five and 

thirty-one years, according to circumstances. 

% 

These acts are deemed private acts of parliament, and 

| 

are not published unless the acts themselves declare 
them to be public acts; in that case they are published 

J 

with the statutes at large, at the public expense. 

* -* 

§ a | g 

The courts in England have held, that damages will 
not lie for infringement of private acts, until after notice 

m 

of them be given. The reason is evident: no person can 
be bound to know an act until it be published. Whereas 
all are bound to know a public act, because it has been 

published at the public expense. 
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It is otherwise in the United States; congress direct. 

all their acts, private as well as public, to be published) 

at the public expense. Therefore the same cause for 

giving notice of private acts cannot oxist here that does 
in England. 

"1 hus it appears, that no one can plead ignorance of a 
_ * 

.pnv ate act of congress, any more than of a public act. 
For if they can plead ignorance o one act, after it has 
been published at the public expense, according to layr 
and usage, they may, on the same grounds, plead igno¬ 
rance of every other act of congress so published. 

# i | m- 

The patent laws afford sufficient protection to the 
inventor for and during Sis patent term. Extend the 

» — * * . ifc . • / * * * * 

term sufficiently, and no complaint ought to be made of 
the law; the patentee need not wist a better. 

Ihe writer of these Reflections thinks it his duty to 

inform the reader, that he holds patents -himself, and is 

#- 

not learned in the laws. These Reflections were sketched 
for his own use. He consents that they may be pub¬ 
lished, hoping they may give some useful information 

* 

to fnventors and patentees, and perhaps draw the atten¬ 
tion of some able hand, in whose opinions confidence 
may be placed, to explain those laws, which have hi¬ 
therto been but I itlle understood, especially ly those 

* * ? N * | 

who are ini ical ;o patent rights, and wantonly infringe 
them; who, for want of a proper knowledge, will risk 


the consequences. 
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ANECDOTES. 


Anecdote I. 

*■ 1 ^ W 

AN ingenious artist invented an . improved printing 

press, which excels all others perhaps it the -world in 
several respects. With less than half the manual force, 

t * ” 

this press will press a double sized sheet at one pull. 
It is well known, that the extreme exertion necessary 
to work the presses commonly used, breaks the const!.- 

m. ■»_ 

tution of the pressmen, and shortens the lives of many 
of them; few are able to stand the work many years. 

Prudence prevented the inventor from taking out his 
patent, and he has, with his restricted means, tbeen full 
fourteen years at work to perfect his improvement, 
striving to improve on every one that he Jias made. 
The public know little or nothing of this press; it has 
received no benefit from the discovery; its use has been 
restricted fo a few individuals, who were capable of 
discerning its excellence; and many pressmen have 
died from the injury they have received from working 

the old presses, whose lives might have been prolonged 
by the use of the improved one. 

Had the inventor taken out his patent for the improve¬ 
ment when he discoverer it, his patent would have al** 
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ready expired, and his labours would have been entirely 
lost to himself or heirs. 

The secret remains within the circle of his confiden¬ 
tial friends. There is not another na tructed or 
capable of making a perfect press on his plan in the 
world. There is no written description nor drawing of it 
in existence. Thus does the short term of fourteen years 
operate on the minds of prudent men. Those who take 

V 1 

patents as soon as they make discoveries, lose their la¬ 
bour, and are reduced poverty. Hence, as soon as a 
man is known to have made a useful discovery, he is, 
in the public estimation, entered on the road to ruin, 
and no longer fit to be credited. 


Anecdote II. 


The same artist, about fourteen years ago, invented a 
ship's -pump* on such principles and structure as not to 
be subject to choke, and to be varied from the power of 
one man to that of twenty or thirty to work it, and raise 
water proportionable to the power applied to it. He 
exhibited its operations to Thomas McKean, Esq. then 
governor of the state of Pennsylvania, Commodore 
Barry, and a number lof othens, who saw it bring up 
eighteen pound cannon balls from the bottom of a well, 
repeatedly. This pump he could not get introduced into 
n i vy of the United States, as he expectedj but when 


the permanent bridge was building across the Schuylkill, 
*t Market street, Philadelphia, great difficulties occurred 
sis emptying the cofle -ilams to found the piers. The 
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leaks which they cou Id not stop, proved too powerful 
for all the machinery that was known. Recourse was 
then had to this pump, with which they succeeded to 
empty the clams so, as to get the piers founded. 

The honourable Judge Peters, who was president of 
the board of directors for building, has often said and will 
certify, that it is lis opinion, that without the aid of this 
pump they cobld not have succeeded; for it raised mud 
with thewater,and even small stones, more expeditiously, 
and with less labour tWan it could be done by any other 
means. Yet not tone of these pumps are in use, nor a 
model, drawing, nor written description of the invention 
existing; the thing is in the way of being lost, although 
so valuable is the discovery, that if adopted inwar ^pr 
merchant ships, it might be the means of saving much 
property and many lives from, being lost# 


Anecdote III. 

The captain of a ship was delivering from on board 
his vessel a sum of money; a bag of one thousand dol¬ 
lars was let fall, which, striking on the top of a post of 
the wharf, split and fell into the water thirty feet deep; 

'P * 

the bag was grappled up, which still contained three 
hundred dollars. He then offered one half of all that any 
person could recover, and every known means were 
tried, by which a few dollars were recovered and the 
rest given up as lost. Mr. George Clymer accidentally 
passing, was made acquainted with the circumstance. 
He, in about four hours. Made a temporary machine, 
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with which at the two first scrapes on the .bottom, he 
brought up sixty-four dol ars, and in a few hours reco¬ 
vered about four hundred and fifty, leaving but about 
sixty dollars of the one thousand first dropped. 

This machine he improved on, so as with it he 
cleaned out wells with greater expedition than it could 
be done in the common way, without descending to 

w ' ^ 

fill the buckets. This improved machine he offered! to 
the commissioners of line city of Philac elphia for th 
purpose, but they would not use it, nor try its utility. 

At the same time he proposed to them to furnish, at 
his own expense, the necessary machinery to enable 
well-diggers to sink t^eMs to a second vein of pure 

A 9 

water, and to shut out the upper contaminated veins in 
cit ies. This proposal was also rejected. He complained 
to the mayor of the city, Hillary Baker, Esq. who sent 
for some of them, and directed the experiment to be 
made; but he (the mayor) < ied soon after, and neither of 
the experiments were made. No model, drawing, jjor 
description of these machines are in existence; although 
it appears highly probable that pure water may be ob¬ 
tained in this way, in the oldest cities. 


■ ^ 

Anecdote IV. 

Mr. Whitney, who invented the cotton gin, which has 
tripled the value of every cotton plantation in the Uni¬ 
ted States, was so harassed at law, that he was obliged 

| 

to let suits lay until he could, by his private Business, 

rai^e money to carry them on. Thus his whole patent 
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term was exhausted in law suits, while his rights were 
infringed; and he has not gained half so much by his 
invention, as many individuals who have infringed his 
rights have gained by using his machine. Yet when he 
applied for another patent term, congress did not grant 
it, (alt) ough they have not yet refused it,) owing, as is 
thought, to the misrepresentations of Elisha Tyson, re¬ 
specting the improvements of Hour mills at the time, 
and the memorial-of the cypher-mongers. By these 
means the country has lost the further produce of the 

& m % • % mf 7 Jtft 9 

talents of this great inventive genius; he retires from 
such studies to pursue his private interest; his talents 
will enable him to live independent, although he las 
lost the prime of his life, and might have had acquired 
as much property seven years ago, as he will be able to 

• m % 4 ^ ^ ^ ifc 1 % SR " 11& gpii * 4 ^ 

acquire in seven years to come. Such frauds have dis¬ 
gusted every inventive genius endowed with prudence, 
whose services are more necessary in times of wai% 
A nation which cultivates science anti arts in war, will 

i 

conquer one that relies on bravery alone. 

_ * ^ & # 
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Anecdote V. 

An inventor who has made many useful discoveries, 
by the use of which hundreds have made themselves 
rich, and if all his inventions be put in operation, thou¬ 
sands will enrich themselves, expended so much of his 
labour, money and time on those improvements which he 
has got in use, and others which he has specified in the 

t # (l 

patent office, (but which will never be put in operation by 
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him under the present discouraging patent term,) kept 
himself so poor until he arrived at the age of fifty-one 
years, tpat lie owned no visible properly; until at that 
age he renounced all such studies, and applied all his 
mental abilities to promote his own private interest; and 
in four years, without stock tip begin business with, he, 
with the same talents which, while employed for the 
public benefit, had kept him poor, notwitbstandi )g his 
indefatigable industry and economy, acquired proper- 
ty to make him independent, and estab ished himself 
in a settled and steady business. Yet is he, by the veiy 

• # _ I * < » JF 

men who have grown rich by the use of his improve¬ 
ments, more belied anefc persecuted, than the devil him- 
self would be by them, had they Rim under their di¬ 
rection and within their power. But alas, the very 
reverse is the case with him and them. Is it right 

—-. _ _ J_ _ m . — -- 4 / ib, * * 

men capable of enriching~themselves in a short time 

Sh -m ^ „ u : —' , “ * ^ 

by attending to their private interest should be kept 

-* N . «. « *, 4 % I ^ * '40 * 

in poverty, insulted, persecuted, despised and trampled 

on by the most ignorant and wicketm part of the com- 

| - m 

munity, while they employ their talents for the public 
benefit? If so, they who choose may be inventors, but 
the writer thinks the devil, the rantipoles or cypher- 
mongers, will share the profits. 

* *r ’ . > *1 
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Anecdote VI. 

J i t first achine that Mr. Evans set in motion, to 
put in operation the improvement which he had con¬ 
ceived in the manufacture of flour, was the hopper-boy; 








in the construction of which he met great diff culties m 
making it perform all the different operations of first 
spreading the meal over the floor, stirring it continually 

to cool it, and then to gather it together and attend the 

| 

bolting hoppers, all by the same operation, and also to 

i^jj t ■ m £ w * iff & § 

accommodate itself to any quantity of meal which might 
be within its reach, which at first view appears to be 

** * 4 • 4 ) | i E bj| l y - L ** v * Sy.'# * 4 4 

really impossible; and it is truly astonishing that such 
an idea was ever conceived, and by perseverance carried 
into effect by a machine so simme as it: now is. He ap¬ 
prehended great difficulties in arranging and carrying 
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into effect the whole improvement, and conceived? that 
it was nothing more than justice that the rich millers 
in the vicinity should bear the whole expense of carrying 
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the improvement into operation, which had cost him 

• ‘ - 

such intense study. ; - 

He therefore drew up a written statement, that he 
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had at great expense of study and time discovered the 

t \ 1 

means of applying the power that drives the mill, to 
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receive the grain from the waggcjn, or ship, &c. and 
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to elevate and convey it, &c. until it should be placed 

| V t • I ' ‘ . a 

over the mill stones to be ground, and then to elevate 
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the meal as ground to fall on the meal loft, there to 
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spread, stir and cool it, and attend the bolting hoppers; 
in short, to perform the whole operations, until it be 
completely manufactured into superfine flour ready for 
packing. Hut that the expjense was too much for him 
alone to bear, he therefore solicited their subscriptions) 
stating that as soon as a sum sufficient should be subscribe 
ed, he would commence the work, and the subscribers 
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should be entitled to use the improvement. This papeT 
was shown to the Brandywine millers, and they enquired 

_ , *|iL • 't a 

who Oliver Evans was: they were informed that he 
was the same young man who had produced the cele- 
brated improvements in making wool and cotton cards, 
and could no doubt perform all that he had stated. Was 


he bred a miller? No. Then, they replica, it is impossi 


ble that a man not bred a miller, should make any im¬ 
provement on the milling business; asserting that the 
art had already arrived to |ts utmost degree of perfec¬ 
tion at Brandywine, and no one would subscribe a cent. 

When this was reported to Mr. Evans it incensed 
him, and he went anil divulged his discovery to James 
Latimer, Esq. explaining the principles to him as well 
as he could. The old gentleman probably caught the 

* A m a m * 

idea of puppets to attend the bolting hoppers, for he ex- 

■ ■ * 

claimed, “ Oliver, you cannot make water run up hill, 
neither can you make boys without the help of women.” 
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This gave the machine the name of hopper-bpy. 


machine 
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bolts was already made and in operation, and did per¬ 
form ts part better than any manor boy could possibly 
do, and that ajjj dication had been made to the Brandy¬ 
wine millers to bear a part of the expense, as it was too. 


great for him to Bear, for tljeir benefit nore than his 
own, —the old gentlemanlbegan to listen with attention; 
and George Latimer, Esq. his spn, being present, who at 
that time was a member of the legislature of Delaware 
state, advised Mr. Evans to petition the different state 

legislatures to secure to him the (exclusive right to make 
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ami use his improvements, observing, “ then if the mil¬ 
lers will use your improvements, you can charge them 
what you please.” Mr. Evans then observed, that if the 
governments would purchase the summum of his inven- 
tions, meaning his improvements in making cotton and 
wool cards7 steam carriages, steam boats, and'conse¬ 
quently steam mills, with the improvements in the 
manufacture of flour, and in cleaning rice, arid then sell 
the right or license to use them, to the people, they 
would afford a certain source of revenue, even sufficient 
to discharge the national debt which had been contracted 
during the revolutionary war. But he never entertained 
an opinion that the legislatures would undertake it.* 




* The time that has already elapsed, shows that Mr. Evans’s 
vast conceptions of the importance of tie improvements he had 
projecte d as early as 1786, and which are only a proportion of what 

i 
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he has discovered, were founded on correct and profound data . 

declared, that steam waggons 
and steam boats, would at some future period be successfully 

employed. True, his light and powerful engines has not been 
thus applied; but those that are incomparably less powerful and 
more weighty, has confirmed his predictions in the eyes of the 

j , m . . 

world, as relates to boats. 
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He saw, and unhesitatingly 


If all these improvements were put fully into operation, judging 
from the few that lave been, it is evident that the amounts the 
people would freely pay annually for license to use, rather tha 
do without them, would come to millions annually, and exceed 
the amount of the national debt, and produce a perpetual Uqui- 
dation of the governmental expenses, without a necessity of re¬ 


sorting to any other species of taxation. 




And 
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This advice was followed, it being prior to the federal 
compact and the existence of our patent laws. Mr. 
Evans went home, took down his hopper-boy, and se¬ 
creted his model of the elevator, and endeavoured to 

# 

And we are convinced, that should the government of the 
United States adopt the measure, rendering aid to produce, and 
purchasing up useful inventions, it would soon produce a revenue 
which would not only relieve the people from taxation, but make 
the government the richest in the world. No person would then 
fear to die, or refuse to buy a license before the term expired, 
but would purchase when in need of one. Thus the inventive 
genius could be constantly prompted to action, and new disco¬ 
veries and inventions would continue to increase, to benefit the 
country, both in a moral and political view. 

The profits of the cotton gin would defray the expences of 
the government of a state of cotton planters. 

The late improvements on the plough, that of a state of 
farmers. 

The improvements on cleaning rice,‘that of a state of rice 
planters. 

Those in the manufacture of flour, would do the same for a 
state of millers. See Mr. Evans’s offer, page 130. 

Those in the steam engine for a state of manufacturers. 

If those improvements which have originated from different 
sources, would be productive to individual associations, they 
must become equally or more so when aggregated. ' 

Notwithstanding, inventors oi useful improvements are looked 
upon as a bur,den to soc icty, and more hated and persecuted, 
(in proportion to the importance of their improvements) by the 
invidious, ignorant and wicked, than any other class. Would 
there not be more secret rejoicing’s from the death of one of 
them, amongst those who covet the free use of their improve' 
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keep liis discovery a secret until he should obtain from 

the states the exclusive right; but too many had already 
seen it in operation; it was too late to make a secret of 
it. Thus originated his application for exclusive right. 


Anecdote VII. 

"When Mr. Evans got his improvements in full ope¬ 
ration so that he could attend his rnill himself both day 
and night, with less fatigue than he could roefore with 
the assistance of two. men and a boy, making and pack- 

•f 

ing every day more than twenty bawds of flour, fre¬ 
quent applications were made to the Brandywine mil¬ 
lers to come and see the improvements in operation, 

'** a 

that they might be convinced of yhreir utility; and it so 

■*' ” - 

happened; tfiat on a clay !that Mr. Mvans had, without 
assistance, both to attend his mill and nfake the hay of 

dfe v 

* 

a clover lot near the mill, he espied two Brandywine 
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millers coming towards the mill: he turned his back 
towards them, that they might think he did not see 

ip 

W 

them, thinking it best to Jet them go into, the mill, and 



ments, than would be if the greatest enemy of the United States 
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If these be facts, (which we sincerely believe), how much 
does it behove the wise, just and good, who generally hold the 
reins of government in this country, fill the different depart¬ 
ments, make and execute laws, 8cc., to guard and protect the 
rights of inventors of useful improvements.— Ed. 
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ending no one there, and it attending itself, while the 
miller made the hay, would be convincing and positive 
proof of the utility of the improvement. They went in 
and found it so; all the operations of cleaning, grinding 
and bolting going on, attended by the machinery better 
than it is possible for human hand to do; and in about 
half an hour they came out to Mr. Evans where he was 
making hay, requesting him to come into the mill and 
explain the whole of the operations, which he willingly 
agreed to, but took care to inform them that it was an 
uncommon busy day with him, for he had both to attend 
the mill and make the hay. After explaining the whole 
to them, on parting he went directly to the|ot, leaving 
the mill to attend itself, and rejoicing at the lucky cir¬ 
cumstances, never doubting but they were now fully 
convinced. 

But to his astonishment, he soon heard that on their 

return they had reported to their neighbouring millers, 

■ # 

that the who e contrivance was a set of rattle-traps, not 
worthy the attention of men’of common sense; which 
fixed more firmly the opposition of all the rest to the 
adoption of the improvement. 

Anecdote VIII. 

Before Mr. Bvans’s improvements were made pub¬ 
lic, the Brat idywine mi let’s and others generally be¬ 
lieved, and frequently said, that the manufacture of 
flour had arrived to its greatest perfection, and no im- 
)! v < 11 be made on the art. When he got his 


V 


1,61 


improvemements in complete operation, he dressed the 

mill-stones i e bestj>rder, and grinding good wheat, 

took fair samples of every species of flour as it fell 

* 

through the bolting cloth, viz. superfine, middlings and 
ship stuff" cloths; of tale or common flour there was 
none, as it was all returned to be bolted over, to make 
superfine flour, by the machinery as the work went on. 
These samples he took to Philadelphia, and met a num* 
ber of-theJW-iasaTiickonk millers at the coffee-house, all 
of whom were entire strangers tclhim: he desired them 
• to assemble‘round a table, that he had someth ng to 
show them, and showed the sample of superfine flour. 
They all agreed it was oi the best quality. Jrhen what 
passed through the middlings cloth, which they called 
ship stuff, too poor for any kind of ship bread. This was 
the next quality to the superfine. What passet through 
the ship stuff cloth, they pronounced tolje nothing but 
the fine skin of the grain, without any flour i 1 it. He 
then informed them that he had a mill which manufac¬ 
tured to that degree of perfection at a single operation, 
without manual labour in the attendance. They seemed 
to give no credit to the assertion, but ridiculed it, and 

p 

Join Livesly exclaimed, “if he will teach me to do sd,, 

I will give him one hundred pounds per year/’.Charles 
Shoemaker said, “ if he will learn me to do so, will, 
give him one hundred dollars per year,” 4'hey hJHM| 
belief that it was )ossible. George Latimer, Esq. hap« 
pening that instant to come in, informed them that be 
knew Mr. Evans well, and if he would assert it he would' 
believe it* This silenced them and engaged their atten* 
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tion, and John Livesly agreed that he would go and see 
the mill. 

Some days after, Livesly and his mill-wright, Titus 

Yerkes, came, and Mr. Evans gave Yerkes a written 

$ 

license to erect elevators* conveyors and hopper-boys 
for those who should employ I in, explaining to him the 
conveyor, which he had set up i two mills, but had not 
yet patented it, stating in con idence that it would ele¬ 
vate both grain and meal at an angle of about forty-five 

degrees, but not so well as the elevator. 

After they had gone, Yerkes pretended that he had 

nvented the conveyoi’, to elevate, and John I^ivesly had 
it set up in his mill, and several others preferred it in¬ 
stead of the elevator, for which they would pay nothing 
to Evans, as Yerkes had invented itj but they touncl that 

it would not answer the purpose as well as the elevator, 

# 

as it rolled the meal into little balls, so that it would not 
bolt. Evans, however, having luckily kept a copy of the 
license which he granted Yerkes, in which the conveyor 
was mentioned, produced it to the millers to prove that 
he had instructed Yerkes l|ow to make the conveyor. 
Yet notwithstanding all this, John Livesly continues 
publicly to declare, that tie himsel invented the con¬ 
veyor, and that Oliver Evans came to his mill and saw 
it, and then went and took a patent for it. 

Now had the conspirators known this, their agent or 
leader, Ulisha, might have summoned Livesly and 
Yerkes into court, to prove that each o them was the 
origina inventor of the conveyor; and surely to ! avc 
had three original inventors for the same thing, wo Id 
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have proved more than one did prove. The fact is, that 
they might have produced severai such inventors from 
eacli state for each and every machine that Evans ever 

patented. 





Anecdote IX. 

Isaac Garretson, an ingenious young man, bred in the 
western parts of Pennsylvania, and who had never seen a 

1^^ ' BP i ® 

vessel with sails, came to Wilmington, Delaware, and 
connected himself with Job|Hervey to set up a machine 

to cut and head nails by water, which he had invented. 

% 

When the machine was nearly ready fog operation, he 
applied for a patent for it, when he found that Hervey 
had applied before him; and according to the provisions 

of the patent laws, referees were appointed and the case 

* ^ 

It 

referred to them, who decided against Hervey, who ap- 

■m 
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pealed to the district court, where the cause went against 
him also. This Hervey is one who has claimed the 
right to use elevators, conveyors, See. on the ground of 
having invented them. 

# * 

Mr. Garretson, in passing from Wilmington to^hila- 

delphia by water, observing ’ hat the wind heeled the 

« # 

vessel and frightened some of the passengers, set his 
mind to discover a mode of setting sai s that would by 
the force of the wind, tend to keep the mast perpendi¬ 
cular; and made two models, one rigged on the old plan, 

t 

the other on his new plan, which, when tested by a blast 
from bellows, the one on the old plan would overset, 
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while the other would skip on the water, keeping it*' 

masts ]Derpendicular. 

Mr. EVans communicated to him a plan he had con¬ 
ceived, on which canvas boats might be made and filled 
with air by bellows, which would be useful in pas in 
rivers in unsettled countries, or for use of light troops. 
This principle or plan, Mr. Garretson applied to his 
boat, and conceived that he had discovered a moth by 
which ships might be built that won d not overset by the 
wind, nor sink in extraordinary cases of a leak, for which 
he took out-a patent. 

He then solicited subscriptions from merchants in 
Philadelphia, but finding none willing to subscribe any 
thing towards trying the experiment, he applied to Mr. 
Evans, who lent him two hundred dollars, with which 
he built the model of a ship 25 feet in length, purposely 
to test the principles. This was in 1797, and the yellow 
fever breaking out, he removed his model to Wilming¬ 
ton, D. where he intended to rig it on his new plan. 
But his money being expended, and being in want of 
fifty dollars to finish it, which he could not procure by 
any means,—tired anjd disgusted, he gave up his boat to 
his security to pay the borrowed money, and abandoned 
his great and important discovery. There can remain no 
doubt with any one capable jof understanding the princi¬ 
ples by him specified in the patent office, but that ships 
x; ay be so constructed and equipped, that in case of 
springing a leak at sea, they might be saved, where it 
would be impossible to save them by any other known 

means. On h rinciples a ship may be kept alloat ©yen 
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by the labour of one man, at a time while one thousand 
men could not keep it afloat by pumps, and many lives 
and much property might 'be saved. These principles 
have been exhibited in part to sundry members of co n¬ 
gress in the session of 1808 , and we think that the in¬ 
vention is worthy of an experiment. But the patent term 
®f fourteen years will not produce it. 

\ ^ k M |P 

The inventor having prepared a plate and printed 

m 

descriptions of his improvements in the manufacture of 
flour, distributed them into different parts of the United 
States to be set up injjublic places. time after, 
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one of his brothers travelling, to. disseminate the ini* 
provement, put up at a tavern wnere one of these p ates 
was set up; he observed a number of Germans looking 
at it, when one of them exclaimed, “ Now dis mus peers 
sum tampt lazy fellor do mak dem gondrivers; quite too 
lazy do work,” which was confirmed by a hearty latigh. 
At another time, a German falling into conversation 
with the inventor at a public place, and not knowing 
him, informed him amongst other things, “ that a grazy 
man corns py our millers; he tin ks dat he gut mak woot- 
ten millers.” 

# # 

Although the Germans in general’ were so very slow 
ip adopting the improvements, that the first fourteen 
years passed away before they could be convinced of 
their utility; yet, when they perceived that it saved ex¬ 
pense, and that their utility was fully established, they 




adopted the use of them as generally as any other peo- 
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pie, and have been the most free and just in paying for 
their use. They are now frequently heard to declare 
(hat the elevators and hopperboys are better than a mil¬ 
ler, and they will shame a man who refuses to pay for 
them, giving their opinion that the inventor ought to be 
paid for his trouble. 

Anecdote X|. 

When Mr. Evans petitioned the legislature of Penn¬ 
sylvania for the exclusive riglra, to his improvements in 

b m 

making wool and cotton cards, in steam carriages, and 
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in t he manufacture of flour, the cpmmitte ejto .whom his 
petition was referred, conceived him to be crazy, be¬ 
cause he said he could make steam waggons, and would 
pay no attention at all to it, notwithstanding the utmost 

r 

efforts of George Latimer, Esq, wlto waited on them 
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co convince them that all Bis inventions were worthy 

m 

their attention. But as they could understand the ele- 

w i 

vators and hopperboy, See. they made a favourable report 
of that part; but rejected his steam carriages as vision- 
ary; his card machines, because they had got into use, 
and a machine for rubbing grain, cleaning clover seed, 

A 

&c, because the people had the use on a mill for shelling 
spelce. Neither of these have got into use yet, except¬ 
ing the rubbing ol grain in Mr. Evans’s own mill in 
Pittsburg; which machine, when applied in conjunction 

with the elevators, conveyors, &c. to rice mills, will 
-probably produce as great an’improvement in cleani ng 









rice, as has been made in the manufacture of flour: Mr. 

Evans having already made experiments on rice, wfiich 

_ ■! 
succeeded to equal his most sanguine expectations; yet 

notwithstanding, it has laid dormant twenty-seven years 

already,-—-the patent term will not produce it. 

In the year 1803, while Mr. Evans was exhibiting his 
.little steam engine, driving twelve saws, cutting stone at 
the rate of one hundred and twenty feet in twelve hours, 
in Philadelphia, he discovered the chairman of the above 
mentioned committee in the crowd of spectators, view¬ 
ing the powerful operations with evident marks of 
astonishment, and he thus addressed him, u S r, this 
steam engine goes on the principles with which I had 
intended to propel my steam carriages when I petit oned 
the legislature in 1786 or 7, and which I endeavoured 
to explain to the committee. If you had granted me then 
the exclusive right for twenty-five years, it might have 
been driving waggons, boats and mills rnatra years ago. * 
His reply was, ^ To tc I truth, IVIr. Evans, we thought 
you were deranged when you spoke of making steam 
tvaggons.” The gentleman regretted exceedingly that 
tl e prayer of t ie petition had not been granted; a plain 

JL' M * 

and convincing proof of the bad policy of too short patent 
terms. Twenty-five or thirty years might have produced 
steam boats in Pennsylvania and many years sooner, as 
well as it has in New York. 








Anecdote XI (• 

Mr. Evans constructed for the Boa 'd of Health, Phi¬ 
ladelphia, in 1804, at the corner of Ninth and Market 
streets, a machine for cleaning docks. It consisted of a 
heavy flat, with machinery to be wrougl t by a steam 
engine, the cylinder of which was only five inches dia¬ 
meter, stroke of piston hinetew) inches} the weight of 
the whole, complete, was equsTto that of two hundred 
barrels of lour. This he conceived to be a fine oppor- 
tunity to convince the pubb that his steam engines 
would propel both carriages and boats. He, at the ex¬ 
pense of two hundred atid fifty dollars to try the experi¬ 
ment, made wheels and other temporary machinery, 
with wooden axles, to apply the power of this little en¬ 
gine, with which he propelled this great weight up 

Market street, and round the circle wm ere the water 

§ — * # 

works are set, and onward into the Schuylkill, about a 
mile and a half. He then applied a paddle wheel, in a 

M 

I ^ v 

temporary manner, and propelled it down the Schuyl¬ 
kill, and up the Delaware to the city, a distance of six¬ 
teen miles, leaving all the vessels that were under sa l 
at least ha x way, (the wind being a-head,) in the pre¬ 
sence of thousands of spectators, which he supposed 
would have convinced them of'the practicability of both 
steam carriages a d steam boats. But in this he was 
sadly disappointed, 1 r they made no a owance for the 
disproportion of the engine tjo its jgreat load, nor for the 
temporary manlner * which the machinery was fixed, 
nor the great friction, ill form of the boat, See.; but sup- 
'jised ilia t was the utmost he could flo. Had he been 
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patronised as Mr. Fulton was by the stale of New York, 
with the exclusive right for thirty years, and by a Mr. 
Uvingston with thirty thousand dollars to make the ex¬ 
periment, he might have showed steam boats in full ope¬ 
ration long before Mr. Fulton began, as his first boat 
was finished in 1807, twenty years after Mr. Evans pe¬ 
titioned the legislature of Pennsylvania, and three years 
after the above mentioned experiment. I uring the ex¬ 
periment, some wags exultingly ridiculed it, saying, 
it went quite too slow ever to be of any use for car¬ 
riages;” to which Mr. Evans replied, K If you will* 

# . 

amongst the jockeys, make up a purse of three thou¬ 
sand dollars, I will make a steam carriage that shall 
outrun the swiftest horse you can produce, on a smooth, 
level, hard bottom, such as I will select.* 


* Mr. Evans makes no pretensions to exclusive right to steam 
boats, although he believes that he was the first in the United 
States who conceived the practicability of propelling both car¬ 
riages and boats by steam. Yet Fitch, Rumsey, and others, were 
engaged making steam boats as early as 1784,5, 6 and 7, and 
succeeded to make them run perhaps as fast as Fulton has yet 
done. But at that time the profits did not so well support the 
expense, where they were tried, so they were abandoned. Rum¬ 
sey went to England to introduce them there, and died. Fitch 

went to introduce them on the western waters, and died also, 
before he succeeded. 

A* 0 * % 

Mr. Evans only claims the right to apply his own steam en¬ 
gine, and other improvements which he invented for the pur- 
of being applied to hjs boats and carriages, and which he 
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Anecdote XI11- 


motion, wmcn ne m 
ing boats and carriages 


These letters were shown to 


Captain James M‘Keaver, who associated with Mr. Louis 
Valcourt, to build a steam boat to ply between Orleans 
and Natchez. Valcourt came to Philadelphia to get Mr. 
Evans to make a steam engine, while the captain should 
build a boat eighty feet keel, and eighteen feet beam. 
Two of Mr. Evans’s company of workmen went with 
• he engine to meet the fc^oat at New Orleans, to set it 
up, which they completed, and the boat was ready for 


experiment; but by this time the water had subsided, 


and left the boat half a mile from the water. Their 


money being expended, their credit exhausted, and the 

river not expected to rise in less than six months! In 

* 
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this predicament, Mr. William Donaldson offered them 



endeavoured to induce Bitch to adopt, as early as in 1784, 5 or .6, 
but could not prevail with him. 

is not easy to' discover* on what grounds ?vl r. Pulton can 
claim any exclusive right to use steam boats in the United States. 
When the original invention has devolved to the public, in¬ 



ventors, by our patent laws, are entitled only each one to exclu- 
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k money to take the engine out of the boat, and set it to 

drive a saw mi)i, that could go only by the waters of the 
river overflowing its banks, and was then standing. 
Their necessities compelled them to accept the offer. 
When they got the saw mill going, they wrote that to 
their astonishment the engine was sawing three thou¬ 
sand feet of boards per day of twelve hours, which had 
been selling at the enormous price of fifty to sixty dol¬ 
lars per one thousand feet; that they were now convinced 
there could be no doubt that the steam boat would have 
succeeded beyond their expectations. Thatit ; bey|wouw;. 
soon retrieve their losses, and would order another e 1 - 

gine for the boat. But alas, their fair prospects were 

• 4 

soon blasted; for there too, were some of the wise op- 
posers of improvements. This mill was likely t< deprive 
some who sawed lumber by handlof profitable jobs, and 
it was set on fire; the two first attempts the fire was dis¬ 
covered in time to be extinguished; but in the third, 

those infernal incendiaries had like to have succeeded 

■ 

not only in destroying the mill, but will it those who 

had slept in it, to guard it. . ' ' 

• « - \ 

Thus were two of the most noble and enterprising 
men ruined, in the most laudable attempts to establisl 
steam boats on the Mississippi,! which they began in 
1802 or 1803; they had expended fifteen thousand dol¬ 
lars, and would have succeeded three or four years before 
Tulton and Livingston, but for the reasons above stated. 
1 hey were not discouraged, but both of them wrote to 
Mr. Evans, that they hoped soon to engage again in the 
enterprise, as they were sure of its success. All this 
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w.as well known at Orleans, yet the lagislature have 
passed an act, granting to Fulton and Livingston the 
exclusive right to use steam boats, to the exclusion- 
of those meritorious sufferers. Their authority to grant 
such right, is, however, questioned, on good grounds. 
This act certainly cannot divest any man of a right 
which he possessed, more especially if secured to him 
by the United States, or by treaty. 


Anecdote XffiV. 

Mr. Evans had removed to Virginia, and lived the're 
part of the time he was bound to keep secret his ma¬ 
chines for making cards. A preacher came into the place 
and held religious meetings on evenings, for about ten 
days, during which time a blacksmith, against whom he 

ff * 1 * 9 

had been cautioned, as it had been supposed locks could 
not turn him, came in, and took the key of the room in 
which the machines were kept, in his hand, and pressed 
it hard in the palm of the other, as if to look carelpssly 
at. it. This excited no suspicions in Mr. Evans at the 
time, because he had heard him pray and exhort publicly, 
and tell his hearers that he could live without sinning, 

and advise them to aspire to the same state of perfec¬ 
tion. 

v >r t.l f ee days alter tl is, Mr. Evans having left 

he shop for a few minutes,ion his return sooner than 
was expected, he detected a man with a false key, striv¬ 
ing to open his room door; he fled, leaving the key, but 
was. pursued a brought back. The key was tried, and 
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would shoot the bolt as well as the real one, having ai 
the wards perfect. The fellow begged for mercy, as he 
had a family, and would be sent to the army > rose - 
cuted. Yet he would n«t divulge who made the key; but 


Mr 


wards in his hands, supposed this was t * make 
their impression in wax; and questioning him if the 
praying blacksmith had not made it, »e made dumb 
signs, which removed all doubt, and confessed that Ins 
object was to get to see the maclu ies. r I his accident? 


whom 

whom 


lie had heard pray and exhort time about with the black¬ 
smith, and declare that he had arrived to such state of 

# * * 

perfection that he could live without sinning; the young 

man informed, that he had left his uncle, for he was so 

* , ^ 

great a scoundrel that he could not live with i 11 m; and 
to confirm his assertions, related the wliole story of the 
preacher, his uncle, and the blacksmith holding confe¬ 
rences, making the key, and employing people to climb 
up by ladders to look at Mr Evans through a window, 
working his machines, on dark nights, and that they 
finally accomplished their purpose, and the preacher, 
who was a card maker, did get the machine in use. 

In the year 1789, Mr. Evans, having quite forgot the 

name of this preacher, was travelling in search of a 

■ 

suitable person who would be willing to join him tq 
make steam waggons, enquired of Mr. Jesse I^ollings- 


Mr 
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ca rd maker, who had acquired fame for mgenu.ty, ha,- 

4 invented extraordinary machines for makiQg cards 

Mr. Evans, having found him in a shop well stored with 

i • Kt* his old preacher, and after some 
cards, knew him to be ins om pi 

conversation, addressed him thus. > 

i f„«n » u Verv like,” replied Mi* 1 n, 

«what may your name he, Sir!” Mr. E. looktng htm 
fully in the oyes, “My name is Oliver Evans, his 
countenance fell like Lucifer; he started a little ac - 
ward, turned his back, and did not turn to take another 
look; and Mr. Evans, heartily laughing, went hts way, 
Teaving a guilty conscience punishing sin. 


Akecdote XV. 

A patentee was travelling in the year 1789, collecting 
[us dues of those^who had his improvement in use, called 
md lodged with a gentleman of great estate, who had 
auilt a very fine house on a hill, whore he had failed in 
finding water, although he had sunk a well of great 
Jepth. There wasat the foot of the hill a spring of the 
best water, about half a mile distant. The gentleman 
desired him to try if he could discover any means of 
bringing the water of the spring to the house, for which 
he would be willing to pay any reasonable price. During 
the night, he discovered that principles did exist on 
which it might be done; but in the morning the settle¬ 
ment respecting his dues took place, when the gentle 
man was unwilling to pay the common price, but in 
stated on a deduction of sixteen dollars. Irritated at such 

I i 
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parsimony, he forgot to reveal his plan for bringing the 
water, and the gentleman has suffered the inconveni¬ 
ence for twenty-five years. The plan is now ^con ni- 
cated to the editor for publication, that the gentleman 3 
if living, may yet get the water c r the spring to run 
into his well, arid that it may be applied in other simi¬ 
lar situations. 

Lay a pipe from the spring to the well, in the face of 
the hill, so that no part of it shall be more than thirty- 
two feet above the level of the spring, and the end in 
the well three or more feet below that level; fill the pipe 
with water, and it will continue to run from the spring 
into the well as long as the pipe will remain tight. The 
well being in lime stone land, will probably lojose the 
water; set a strong tub to hold it, fromiwhich it may be 
pumped up. To save the expense of digging the well, 
attach the pump to the end of the pipe, minding, how* 

4 * 

ever, that the working bucket be not more than thirty 

* a 

feet above the water in the spring. There are cities 
that might be supplied with water on these principles, 
even where the source of springs or rivers lay below 

A 

the site of the city, if a descent can be.obtained for the 

pipe below the city, the water of the spring or rivet' 

■ » 

may be drawn by turning a cock in the cellars. 
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Anecdote XVI. 

The origin of the Young Millwright and Miller's Guide. 

This work was commenced by its author, with the 
intent of describing his own improvemei ts in the art of 
manufacturing flour only;; but, conceiving that if some¬ 
thing could be extracted from other works, to instruct 
young millwrights and millers in their respective arts, 
it would make the book not only more useful, but also 
command a readier sale, and t ius e lable him to disse¬ 
minate his own improvements more extensively. 

But he soon discovered almost insurmountab diffi¬ 
culties in the undertaking, for what had been published 
on these subjects, in tne books to which he had re¬ 
course, consisted, as he believed, of false theories, lead¬ 
ing to the most expensive and ruinous errors. 

Hence, there appeared a greater necessity for thle dis¬ 
covery and publication of an entire new system of true 
theories; and, having obtained a glimpse of the truth, 
nothing could divert his mind from the arduous pursuit, 
til he believed that he had discovered a correct sys¬ 
tem, and one that would agree with practical expedi¬ 
ent, the test by which he had found the old ones false. 
To accomplish this, cost him nearly three years of 
the most intense study and application, which had very 
seriously impaired his constitution, and reduced him to 

a state of real indigence. 

When the system was completed, and ready lor the 
press, the printer informed him, that an edition of tuo 
thousand copies must be published and well sold, befou 
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any profits would be left over discharging the expenses 
of engraving and publishing, requiring a sum far ex¬ 
ceeding the means'of one circumstanced as the author 
then was. Thus it appeared that his work must at least 

lay dormant, if not be entirely lost. 

'n this dilemma, he petitioned the legislature of 
Pennsylvania for the loan, on interest, of the sum that 
would enable him to publish his work. A committee 
was appointed to investigate the affair, who reported 
it to be a meritorious and useful production, but that 
it was inexpedient to grant the loan; whence hope 
failed from that quarter. His last resource now ap¬ 
peared to be the famed public spirit and generosity of 
an individual gentleman, viz. John Nicholson, Esq. to 

'Ey K - # 

whom he was a stranger: nevertheless, to him he made 
his case and the circumstances known, who, after he 
had perused a part of the manuscript, subscribed for* 
five hundred copies, amounting, at the subscription 
price, to the sum he had petitioned the legislature for, 
observing, “{draw on me for the amount, as you may 

II %* \ . w o 

want the money, and Til pay your billsiat sight. I want 

m 

only one copy, the rest you may, perhaps, sell at a 
higher price, and when convenient to you, repay the 
money you draw, Til ask no interest.”* Thus was he 


f 



-ATighi’s Guide * deserving particularly to be noticed, we give 
with great pleasure. Tlie aim or, perceiving that fortune had 
abandoned his benefactor, who, by a combination of fortuitous 
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enabled to publish Ids work, and perhaps it may live, 

•* f 

with Euclid’s Elements, the constitution of which con- 

4pr a 

tain none of the seeds of dissolution. 

Some years after he commenced another study, equal¬ 
ly abstruse; and rendered the more difficult by the tor¬ 
rent of opposition, founded on the erroneous theories 
which have been almost universally received, by those 
who studied the subject, viz. the application of elastic 
steam, as a powerful agent. The principles of this he 
undertook to investigate, explain and publish, with his 

■P 

own improvements on the steam engine, the powerful 

% 

operation of which! and their simple and durable struc¬ 
ture, is ample testimony of the truth”of his theory, and 
®f their very great utility. 



circumstances, would probably be reduced to the confines of a 

prison, purposely withheld the payment until capricious fortune, 
like flame when combustion is exhausted, should have spent her 
rage, and ceased to act; and when his patron was confined, he 
went and informed him, that the debt contracted, as before 
stated, as well as his best services, were then at liis command. 
Mr. Nicholson, in the perplexity of his affairs, had forgot the 
circumstance, but continued to draw from that source, until he 
had received a considerable sum over the. debt, and, in fine, as 
long as he lived. The advance was made without any prospects 
of ever receiving payment; but a friend of the deceased, disco¬ 
vering that it was due, sometime alter, honourably paid it. Ed- 
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PROPHECY BY THE POET. 


THE time will come when people will travel in stages 
moved by steam engines) from one city to another* al¬ 
most as fast as birds fly> fifteen or twenty miles in an 
hour, * ■ .; . 

Passing thi'ough the air with such ve'ocity 5 changing 

% 

the scene in such rapid succession, will be the most ex- 
hilirating, delightful exercise. 

A carriage will set out from Washington in the morn¬ 
ing, the passengers will breakfast at Baltimore, dine at 
Philadelphia, and sup at New York, the same day. 

To accomplish this, two sets of rail ways will be laid, 
to nearly level as not in any place to deviate more than 

two degrees from a horizontal line, made of wood or 

& 

iron, or smooth paths of broken stone or gravel, with a 
rail to' guide the carriages, so that they may pass each 
other in different directions, and travel by night as well 
as by day; and the passengers will sleep in these stages 
as comfortably as they now do in steam stage boats. 

Twenty miles per hour is about thirty-two feet per 
second; the resistance of the air will then.be about one 
pound to a square foot; but the body of the carriages 
will be shaped like swift swimming fish, to pass easily 
through the air. 


* 












A steam engine that will consume from a quarter to 
a half a cord of wood, will drive a carriage one hundred 
and eighty miles in twelve hours, with twenty or thirty 
passengers, and will not consume six gallons of water 
The carriages will not be overloaded with fuel or water. 

These engines will drive boats ten or twelve miles 


per hour, and there will be many hundred steam boats 
running on the Mississippi, and other western waters, 
as prophecied thirty years ago, by one who could pre¬ 
dict then better than the poet can now. But the velocity 
of boats through water, can never be made to; equal the 
velocity of carriages through air, because the resistance 
of the w T ater is eight hundred times the resistance of 

the air. 

i * t 

And it shall come to pass, that the memory of those 
sordid and wicked wretches who oppose such improve¬ 
ments, wi 1 be execrated, by every good man, as they 
ought to be now. 


Posterity will not be able to discover why the legisla¬ 
tures, or congress, did not grant the inventor such pro* 
tection as might have enabled him to put in operation 
these great improvements sooner, he having asked nei¬ 
ther money nor a monopoly of any existing thing. 

. The clouds of darkness will be dissipated by time. It 
will be clearly discovered, that to protect inventors for 


•sufficient terms, is the only way to get the use of their 
discoveries soon. 

The United States wi be the first nation to make 
this discovery, an« o adopt the system, and her wealth 

and power will vise to an unparalleled height. 



* 
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The inventors will then be revered when rich, by 
such base spirits as now insult and rob them, when poor, 
as well as by the generous and just, for having enriched 
their country. Sanctified hypocrites will not then dare 
to annex a cypher to the price of their licenses, to ca¬ 
lumniate them before congress, as having extorted ten 
times the sums that they did really ask, and then pray 
to have the patent laws repealed: but keep silence and 

• m ^ H 

pay them their just dues, and they will discharge their 

ir cEs^r^P * i §?- * 

barber, because their cloaks will have been rent from 
their backs; and Satan, losing his place, will leave this 

^ m « '' — -ji • r — m t 

* * ■+- • * * - ~ ^ — 

country, and enter into the service of the European 

W *" " f* ' a 4 * 

powers, and the several religious societies will be freed 
from the burden of those impostors. 
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For the Benefit of those who study the Science of Sufier - 
f;~ tj s natural Agencies. 



THE plaintiff in a great cause which continued three 
clays, relates, that on the’ night preceding the first day, 
he had the following remarkable dream, viz. That a 
very large and powerful brown bull, with horns such as 

M m W* ■ jr s jp mr .' * # ^ 

bulls generally have, made several most furious pushes 
at him; but he, by jumping round a very strong post", 

* % pjr * * 

v . «»’g -k. JP' * Jh )■% 4 '^0 - ■ 

eluded them all; he however perceived that The bull 
seemed to be in play, or that he was not vicious. He 

'jm* l ' " * _ -♦ ^ i **■ ' * ■£ . Cr-Ai J m. , rm * * * 9 ** - ’Lx— 

expounded his dream thus , to his wife. The great bull 

V ^ ♦£>- / 

represents the great lawyer, engaged against me; he is 
indeed most powerful: but the strong post represents 
the truth and justice of my cause, or power and justice 
of tire court, behind which I can evade his pushes; he 

^ ' vm ** ^ , p » > . a » n * . 

will not be able to injure me. 

s . f flCgkp-*' jr * *- - 0 - * 

The cause went on the whole of that day; the pushes 
were indeed made, and the post guarded him against 
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or stags, with very long, smooth, straight hbrns, repre¬ 
senting bullock’s horns, all rose ancf arrayed against him 


at once, shaking their horns and bellowing, threatening 
him most furiously. lie stood and looked at them a 


while, then said to himself. “You appear .indeed very 
Inalignant; but you are three superanuated brutes, you 
have not agility to overtake me, nor strength to hurt 
me,” and so he went on his way. 


This dream he expounded thus to his wife. The Iarg- 


must 


is extiemely malignant; the smallest may represent 
Jonathan; but #ho the other can represent he coulcP&ot 


surmise. His wife w 


reamed 



it to a lady, who 


ulls two nights running, and related 


represents 


Isaac, the millstone maker, who she had discovered to 

be as malignant as any one, although not interested. In 

the course iof the day this dream was fully verified, for 

Isaac appeared in court with Elisha and Jonathan, and 
was as active as either. 


Since that time, to dream of a great, powerful brow;i 

bull, with proper'-bull s horns, denotes a great lawyer, 
and it will be well if he seems to act in play towards you. 

To dream of old, ei taciated, pale red bulls, or slags, 

with smooth, straight, long bullock’s horns, h|e lowing, 

shaking their horns, and threatening you, denotes im- 

m 


potent enemies, clad in plain garbs, who have the wish, 
but not the power, to injure you. 








FROM THE AURORA OF DEC. 10, 1813. 

* * 


To the Editor of the Aurora. 

Sir, .... 

IF my proposition, published in this city on the 8th 
of October last, has excited the attention of any to the 

great object of establishing a line between Philadelphia 
and New York for the transportation of heavy produce) 
merchandize and passengers, on carriages to be drawn 
by steam engines, on railways or smooth roads, it may be 
proper to submit for their consideration, different plans. 
Mr. John Ellicott, (of John) has suggested, that paths 

j. “ j ipr 1 I . _ . p 

be made for the wheels of carriages to run on, of hard 
substances, such as turnpike roads are made of, with a 
rail between them, set on posts, to guide the tongue of 
the carriage, so that they might travel by night as well 
as day. Others have proposed lines of logs, flatted at the 
top, with a three inch plank pinned on them, to bear the 
carriage and guide the wheels; these strips of planks to 
be renewed as often as necessary, and while the logs 
would last, and be sufficient to hold the pins, the ex¬ 
pense of repairs would be trifling. 

Mr. Samuel Morey, of New Hampshire, proposes 
that the two railways be laid as near each other as they 
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•jl admit to let the carriages pass in opposite direc¬ 
tions? and to cover the whole with a s ight shed to pro¬ 
tect the carriages, the ways, goods and passengers, from 
injury of the weather. He proposes also several other 
improvements worthy of notice. 

It is well worthy o consideration, whether either of 
those plans will not he attended with much less expense 
than turnpike roads or canals, including the expense of 
making- and keeping them in repair, and considering 

m 

that the ways would no't be so subject to be interrupted 
by frost. 


great expense of repair 


ing turnpike roads, which are travelled with 


narrow 


wheeled carriages, with 


added to the 


of the great wear of the carriages, horses and 
to that of wooden railways, and the carriages 
on them, the result will be greatly in favour of 
r; and ,he difference will more than make and 


support a co 
renewed evei 
But again, 
a carriage, \ 


should it requi 


be 


steam 


engine of the power of five 
Horses, with two men to attend it, will haul after it per¬ 
haps twelve others, loaded with two tons each, twenty- 


four tons, at the 

* 

hours, .as much 


pf eighty miles in 


four 


i 


five miles 


* 


pose, that no man would be heard opposi 


sup 


of so great an improvement, and that all would 
Willing ;o unite and contribute towards making the 


















experiments, on a scale sufficient to ascertain whether 
it be so or not, for should it amount to but a fourth part 
of what has been stated, the profits would be immense. 

If the rail-ways cannot be brought to a level, yet they 
may be brought within two degrees, half the deviation 
allowed by law on turnpikes,' and which would do very 

well, and in cases of great ascents, the steam carriage 

* « # 

might be detached and ascend by itself and take a stand, 
and haul the others up by a rope, and a cylinder, or 
windlass. In other cases, the loaded carriages might be 
let fall astern, by veering ropes to them to slacken their 
motion, until the steam carriage had reached descend- 

■ - v .. 

ing ground, and then the rope might be wound up again. 
I renew my proposition, viz. as soon as either of these 

^ * mmm ' I *— r ^ m ^ m -aF 

plans shall be adopted, after having made the necessary 

m ■* m — , 

experiments to prove the principles, and having obtained 
the necessary legislative protection and patronage, I am 

Pr « | * m • # **!■■»> ^ r <0 m T jF. . u _ 

willing to take of the stock, five hundred dollars per 
mile, to the distance of fifty or sixty miles, payable in 
steam carriages or steam engines, invented by me for 
the purpose forty years ajgo, and will warrant them to. 

pn*. * ~ 9j ^ 

answer the purpose, to the satisfaction of the stockhold¬ 
ers, and even to make steam stages to run twelve or 
- fifteen miles per hour, or take back the engines at my 

own expense, if required. - 

OLIVER EVANS. 



CONCLUSION. 



THE author of the preceding pages, being impressed 
with an idea, that the prosperity of this country, and the 
progtess of science and art towards perfection, was inti¬ 
mately connected with the proper encouragement of in¬ 
ventors and others, who laudably make that their parti¬ 
cular study, having observe 1 several publications in the 
newspapers, under the head of Law Cases, Memorials, 
Reports of Committees of pongress, Depositions, No¬ 
tices, &c. together with current verbal reports, was led, 
fiom their peculiarity, to investigate the subject, and, 
more particularly, the points to which they related. 

*0 “ m 

In this investigation, the characters against whom the 

*# ^ 

satire is directed, wore a conspicuous aspect, and what 
he deemed their ungenerous attempt to defraud genius 
of its reward, and discourage improvements in the arts, 
under the hateful epithet of monopolies, though not 
hesitating to use and grow rich by such improvements, 
after they were produced, he had not many scruples 
about choosing that for his trait, and them for fierson< r, 
in connection with the individual on whom they shower¬ 
ed their f’ury. 

In this undertaking, those familiar with the parties 

facilitated his object, by obtaining for him the greater 
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part of the papers, anecdotes, 8cc. immediately connected 
with them, as also many illustrative of the origin of the 
inventions, and sundry other valuable fragments, which 
had resulted from the development of improvements, 
towards which, the writer is of opinion, the United 
States’ laws are not sufficiently liberal in their protec¬ 
tion of the discoverers in their rights, during a sufficient 
limited time. 

The desire of the writer has been, to present those 

41 

circumstances in a proper light to public view, and in a 
manner that would attract the attention of all; but, from 


his own aversion to pondering over an essay, when he can 
obtain the information desired from more lively strains, 


he consulted his own taste, and settled ion rhyming poesy 

m | p» 1 — m ^ 4 m * J — jm j m 

| # w •* * * * «- * i 

for the principal feature, as most congenial thereto. In 
congruous numbers, therefore, he has presen d the 
characters, and a great portion of his sentiments. He is 
Confident it will please some, and those that it does not, 
lie feels insensible to the importance of their paidon, 


h o, firmly believes , he is quite incapable 


has 


with the hope, that it will one day|>e suitably accoutred. 

- * • j A 1 _ 


The reader may 


sadden blaze of an inflamed imagination, but the deline¬ 
ate result of candid reflection; and in the determination 
he made to write on the subject, the love of justice was 


believes 


features 


./ 


L 


face of the work. As for pecuniary 


eward. 


♦ 
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wants noncj if the publisher is satisfied, the author 
will be contented on that score. 

But if>—mark! But if he can be the incentive to some 

more influential person, obtaining the protection and 

■ 

patronage from the general government of the United 
States, that would rouse the genius now lying dormant 
in the country, and which, he thinks, is fully competent 
to give it an elevation superior to all nations in the world, 
and bring t to the light it so richly merits, he will feel 

ft * H ^ 

himself richly compensated. 

PATRICK N. t. ELISHA. 
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NOTICE. 

\ 


PATENTEES of new inventions in the arts and sci¬ 
ences, who may desire to give general publicity to their 
ingenious researches,! are in.vitjed to forward to" the pub¬ 
lisher oi this a description of them. They shall, if print- 

4 ^ ” d ... _ ■I* M f t ■ ■* & m ' Ar 

ed in a duodecimo, and the size of this, be bound with, 

T 

and annexed to the present work, and thus be rendered 
more secure for preservation, by a written application 
to the publisher (post paid) No. 262 , Arch Street, Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 
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